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PART III. 



THE PEOPLE OF THE LORD IN THE LAND OF 
THEIR INHERITANCE. 

After the death of Joshua, the childi*en of Israel 
had no ruler over them in his place; the Lord 
• God was then their only ruler. 

When the Lord brought forth His people from 
the hand of Pharaoh, He had made Moses to be 
ruler over them, that he might lead them to the 
promised land of Canaan, and teach them the 
law of the Lord their God, and the statutes aad 
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ordinances which they were to observe. So 
Moses led the children of Israel out of the land 
of their bondage; and for forty years in the 
wilderness he ruled them in God's name^ and 
^^ showed them the way wherein they should walk, 
and the work that they should do/' But when 
at the end of that long wandering, he had brought 
them to the borders of the promised land, he 
died. From the top of Mount Pisgah he looked 
upon the good land which the Lord had pro- 
mised to His people, but he went not into it; 
for he had sinned against the Lord. Then the 
Lord made Joshua, the son of Nun, to be the 
leader of His people in the place of Moses, that 
he might bring them into the land of their in- 
heritance, and lead them to subdue their ene- 
mies. So Joshua brought them in, and con- 
quered all the land of Canaan ; for the Lord was 
with him, and the Lord fought for Israel. And 
when the Lord had given them rest from all their 
enemies round about, and the land had been 
divided for a possession among their tribes, 
Joshua also died, and was gathered to his fathers. 
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But now the children of Israel needed no other 
ruler over them in the place of Moses or Joshua. 
For the Lord had given them the land which He . 
had promised to their fathers^ and they possessed 
it^ and dwelt therein. So they needed none to 
guide them now^ as Moses had done^ in the way 
that they should go^ nor to lead them forth to- 
gether against their enemies, as the Lord had led 
them by the hand of Joshua. 

Each tribe had now its own portion of the land> 
and each man had a home for himself and his 
household, with cornfields, or vineyards, or pasture 
for his cattle. And they had but to keep the 
commandments and statutes of the Lord their 
Ood, that it might go well with them, and with 
their children after them, for ever in the land which 
He had given them. They had but to love the 
Lord their God, and to walk in His ways, and 
then, as He had promised. He would open unto 
them His good treasure, and bless them in all 
that they did. Then the Lord would establish 
them as an holy people unto Himself, and ^XL^^^& 
people of the earth would ^^^ >3cvaX. ^^-^ ^^^^ 



'^ 
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cnlled by the name of the Lord, and would be 
afraid of them ; and Israel would dwell safely *. 

The Lord God of heaven was the ruler and 
the king of His people Israel. They learnt His 
will fVom the Book of the Law which He had 
given them by Moses *, or from the priests whom 
He had appointed to instruct them in that law '. 
And when they wished to know what God willed 
that they should do, and could find no rule to 
guide them in His written law, the high priest 
asked counsel before the Lord for them, and the 
Loitl made known His will by him \ In all that 
they did, the will of God was to be their guide, in 
all their troubles th« Lord was to be their refuge. 
They wci>e not to do their own will, nor trust in 
their own strength, for the Almighty God was 
their defence, and His will was to be their will. 
' And in every city among the tribes of Israel 
thcix^ were officers and judges, to judge between 

* IVttI* xxviiu I— Ml, 

* IVnU xxix. :» ; xxxJ, 9—15. 24—26, 

* Ix'vit.x.a-IK DmiI, xxxlil, & 10, M«]Mhiu.7. 

* NumK xxvii. 21, Judges i. 1, & xx, 18. SS. 27> 38, 
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the people when there was strife, and to punish 
those who broke the commandments of God*. 
The chief men in every tribe, such as were wise, 
and known among them as men o? truth and 
men thai: feared God, were chosen to be judges 
over them, to judge the people at all seasons. 
Bui: if there arose a matter too hard for the 
judges to decide, they were to go to the place 
where the tabernacle of God was, to inquire of 
the priests; and the priests with the judges were 
to show them " the sentence of judgment." And 
if a man would not heaiken unto the priest that 
stood to minister there before the Lord, or unto 
the judge, he was to be put to death '. 

Thns the Lord was the ruler of His people, 
for He ruled them by His holy law and by His 
priesi;s. 

Each of the twelve tribes dwelt in its own 
portion of the land, and each tribe had its own 
judges. But the tribe of Levi dwelt among all 
the tribes, in the cities which had been allotted 
to them by Joshua ; for the children of Joseph 

* Deut. xvi. 10 ; i. 15. Exod. xviii. 21—24. 
« Deut. xvii. 8—12. 



TBB I'^o'*'* ° . ,ivc tribes be- 

ws Botbere^etetjvelv^^^^^ 

«des the tnbe °t ^^^ ^y^e tithes an 

one people-'tbe p P ^^^y ^""IL L,rdbadp«t 
one I^-^^°''tXernacle,^^beretb^l^^^ 

P"-^' Zt °tnl'o the one P^^-;^f there, the. 
His name. ^» ^^^ name to ow tVier 

all went up ^^.^^i, tithes, ^^bicb they 
rt'^'S^^^esinevejye., - ^^ 

^"f •; the summer, and a^^the ^^^.^^erna. 
and in tne ^ent up ^ ^^ 
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fatherless and the widow. And there they wor- 
shipped the Lord their God, and praised His 
name, for all the great things which He had done 
for their fathers, and for the blessings which He 
had given them. And each man offered to the 
Lord for His priests, and for His tabernacle, and 
for the poor, a portion of such things as he had, 
according as the Lord had prospered him. 

While Israel served the Lord, it was a time of 
peace and joy in that rich and happy land — the 
land of corn and wine, of milk and honey. Then 
God's people dwelt in safety, and they feared no 
evil, for " the Eternal God was their refuge, and 
underneath were the everlasting arms.'' 



To allot, is to give to a person a portion, or a thing, which is 
determined by lot ; the same word is also often used when the 
thing given is not determined by lot. 

A tithe is a tenth part of a thing. Tithes, or a tenth part 
of their com and fruits, and of all other things which God 
gave them year by year, were set apart by God's people for His 
worship and service. . 

A vineyard is a garden or field in which vines are grown, from 
the fruit of which wine is made. 
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THE SIN OF ISRAEL IN THE LAND OF THEIR 
INHERITANCE, AND THE CONSEQUENCES OF 
THEIR SIN. 

When Joshua had conquered all the land of 
Canaan^ and had divided it for a possession 
among the twelve tribes of Israel^ he had not 
driven out nor destroyed all the inhabitants of 
the land. Some had been allowed to remain in 
the portion of every tribe, because the children 
of Israel were not thea enough in number to 
inhabit the whole. But they weie strictly com- 
manded by God not to live among these people^ 
nor make marriages with them, nor have any 
dealings with them. And God had said, tha^ 
when the children of each tribe should have in 
creased and multiplied, they should then dri\ 
forth or destroy the Canaanites that remainc 
among them, and divide the land in which th 
dwelt among their own people ; for the Lord h 
given it to them. 
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Not long after the death of Joshua^ when 
the number of the children of Israel had in- 
creased^ ihey prepared to destroy these Canaan- 
ites. Then they sent to the tabernacle of the 
Lord at Shiloh^ to Phinehas. the high priest, the 
son of Eleazar. and inquired of the Lord, saying, 
"Who shall go up for us against the Canaanites 
first, to fight against them?'^ And the Lord 
said, "Judah shall go up: behold, I have de- 
livered the land into his band/' 

llien the tribe of Judah said to the tribe of 
Simeon, " Come up with us into our lot, that we 
may fight against the Canaanites; and we like- 
wise will go wlih you inio yotir lol.'^ So the 
tribe of Simeon went forth wiih Ihe tribe of 
Judah against the Capaau'LCS, and the Lord de- 
livered them into their band i and they slew tea 
thousand men in Bezek; and afterwards they 
went against the Canaanites that dwelt in the 
mountains in their portion of the laT)d. And they 
fought agaiust Jerusalem, and took the cily that 
was at the foot of the mountain, but they could 
not take the part of the city that was on the 
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top of the mountain ; and the Jebusites continued 
to dwell there *. 

Then the tribe of Judah went with the tribe of 
Simeon against the Canaanites that dwelt within 
their lot ; and they took the cities in which they 
dwelt, and destroyed them. And the tribe of 
Ephraim went against the city of Bethel, where 
the Canaanites remained, and took the city, and 
destroyed those who dwelt there. 

But the tribe of Judah did not drive out all 
the Canaanites that dwelt among them. There 
were some who had chariots of iron, and the men 
of Judah feared to go against them. Neither did 
the other tribes drive out or destroy all the Ca- 
naanites that remained in their lots. But when 
the children of Israel were strong and able tc 
subdue them, instead of destroying them as God 
had commanded, they ^^put them to tribute;' 
they made them* pay to them a portion of theii 
goods and of the fruits of their land, and allowec 
them to remain among them. 

Thus the children of Israel sinned against ihi 
» Judges i. 8. 27. 2 Sam. v. 6, 7. 
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• 

Lord, by refusing to obey His word. They broke 
the covenant of the Lord their God, and therefore 
forfeited the rest and peace which He had pro- 
mised to them. 

Then the Lord sent an angel to rebuke His 
people for their sin, and to declare their punish- 
ment. He said, that now He would not drive 
out from before them the Canaanites that still 
dwelt in their land, but would cause them to re- 
main to be thorns in their sides, and a snare to 
them, because they had not obeyed His word. 

The remnant of the Canaanites were now to re- 
main in their land, and be a cause of trouble and 
sorrow to the children of Israel, and a temptation 
to sin. When they might have obeyed the word of 
God, and have driven forth the wicked from among 
them, they would not ; and now they could not. 
From indolence and love of ease, or fear and want 
of faith, they had shrunk from the struggle with 
the enemies of God, and had made peace with 
them, when they should have utterly destroyed 
them. They sought rest and quietm«>«. \cl "^^c^^ 
way of disobedience, but t\ie^ fc\rcA ^c«2t ^^^ 
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sorrow and continual trouble. For the way of 
God's commandments is the only way to peace 
and joy, and ^^ there is no peace^ saith the Lord, 
to the wicked/' 

When the children of Israel heard the words 
which the angel of the Lord had spoken, they 
lifted up their voice and wept. They wept when 
they thought of the punishment of their sin, and 
the evil which they had brought upon themselves. 
They wept, but they did not repent; for they did 
not turn from their evil way to serve the Lord theii 
God with a faithful heart ; neither did they teach 
their children to fear the Lord, and obey His voice, 

This sinful disobedience of the children of Israel 
like the sin of Adam in the garden of Eden, was 
the cause of many evils, the beginning of manj 
other sins. The Canaanites remained in theii 
land, and after a time Israel forgot the words oi 
the Lord their God, and dwelt among these sinners, 
and took their daughters to be their wives, and 
gave their daughters to their sons, and served theii 
idol-gods.^ Thus they forsook the Lord God ol 
their fathers, who had brought them out of the 
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• 

land of Egypt, and fcllowed other gods, the false 
gods of the people that were round about them, 
and bowed themselves before them. 

Then " the anger of the Lord was hot against 
Israel, and He delivered them into Ihe hands of 
spoilers that spoiled them, and He sold .them into 
the hands of their enemies that were round about, 
so that they could not any longer stand before 
their enemies. Whithersoever they went out, the 
hand of the Lord was against them for evil, as the 
Lord had said, and they were greatly distressed.^' 

Judges i. ii. * 

A snare, is a trap into which animals are tempted to enter hy 
something which appears pleasant to them, and so lose their 
liberty, or are destroyed. The Canaanites were a snare to the 
children of Israel, because they were tempted by the sinful 
pleasures of these people to worship their idols and false gods, 
by which they lost the blessings which they had, and were de- 
stroyed or brought into captivity. 

A remnant, is the part which remains of a thing, or of a num- 
ber of persons, of which the greater part has been taken away. 

To shrink, is to draw back from doing a thing, from fear or 
dislike. 

* The five last chapters of the book of J>aA%«& ^%,^ <s«tiiw»2a. '^^ 
account of events which happened dvmxi^ V>[i>& >A!ai<&. 



L 
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THE FIRST SERVITUDE OF ISRAEL IN THE LANE 
OF CANAAN, AND THEIR DELIVERANCE B\i 
THE HAND OF OTHNIEL. 

About About twenty-five years after the death of Joshua 
1568. when the children of Israel had forsaken the Lord 
their God, and served the false gods of the Ca- 
naanites, who dwelt among them, the king oi 
Mesopotamia came up with his army to fight 
against them, and take their land. 

It was the Lord who caused the king of Mesopo- 
tamia to come from the far country where Abraham 
had once dwelt, against the land of Israel. The 
Lord made him to be His instrument to punish the 
sin and idolatry of His people, as of old He had 
punished them when they sinned in the wilder- 
ness, by the pestilence, and the serpents, and the 
earthquake, and the fire from heaven. He had 
destroyed the people of Canaan because of their 
exceeding wickedness, by the sword of Joshua and 
the children of Israel ; but now, that Israel had 
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become sinners like the heathen^ and walked in 
their ways, He brought another people from afar 
to take from them, for a while, the good land 
which He had given them. 

So the Lord delivered His people Israel into the 
hand of the king of Mesopotamia. And he took 
from them their cattle and their goods, and made 
them pay tribute to him; and they became his 
servants. 

The Israelites served the king of Mesopotamia 
for eight years, and his officers ruled over them, 
and took from them year by year a portion of the 
fruits of their land. And in their distress, they 
thought upon the Lord their God, and repented 
of their sin. Then they cried unto the Lord to 
have mercy upon them ; and^he Lord heard their 
prayer, and raised up from among them a man of 
the tribe of Judah, whose name was Othniel, the 
nephew of Caleb, to deliver them from their 
bondage. 

The Spirit of the Lord came upon Othniel, and About 
he called forth the men of Israel, and led them 15*50. 
to battle against the king of Mesopotamia. And 
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he overcame the enemies of Israel, for the Lord 
delivered them into his hand ; and he drove them 
forth from the land of Canaan. 

When Othniel had driven forth the king of 
Mesopotamia, he ruled as chief-jadge over the 
children of Israel. Then they put from them the 
idol-gods of the heathen, and served the Lord 
their God, who had forgiven their sin, and had 
again delivered them from their enemies ; and for 
forty years they dwelt in peace. 

Judges iii. 

Au inBtrument, is a thing which is used to do a work of any 
kind. Thus a sword, is an Instrument of war, or of death; a 
harp, is an instrument of music : for with a sword men fight or 
kill, and with a harp they make music. 

Tribute, is money, or a ^^rtion of the fruits of their land, which 
conquered nations are made to pay to those who rule over them. 



©fiapter HXXXiX. 

THE SECOND SERVITUDE OF ISRAEL AND THEIR 
DELIVERANCE BV THE HAND OF EHUD; AND 
THE VICTORY OF DEBORAH AND BARAK. 

Ijv the time of Othniel, there wa-a rest and peas^ 
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in the land of Israel for forty years ; for the people 
had turned from their idol-worship to serve the 
Lord and do His will. But after Othniel was 
dead, they again forgot the Lord their God. 
"They thought not of His hand, and of the day 
when He delivered them out of the hand of the 
enemy. They kept not His covenant, and would 
not walk in His law, but forgot what He had 
done, and the wonderful works which He had 
showed for them/^ So they turned again to their 
evil way, and sinned against the Lord, as they had 
done before. 

Then the Lord caused Eglon, king of Moab, About 
to come up against them. He gathered together j^Jj^ 
his people, and came up into the land of Israel 
with the Amalekites and the Ammonites ; and he 
overcame the Israelites, and subdued them; for 
the Lord delivered them into his hand. Then he 
took possession of a part of the land of Israel, 
and made the Israelites to be his servants, and to 
pay him tribute. 

When the children of Israel were in trouble.^ 
they again sought the LordtYien GioSl^ '^>Rfc\vH^^\x 
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enemies oppressed them, then they remember^ ec^ 
that God was their strength. So they turned in 
sorrow and repentance to* seek the Lord with all 
their heart, and all their soul. And when they 
had been subject to the Moabites eighteen years, 
the Lord again had mercy upon them, and raised 
them up a deliverer from the tribe of Benjamin, 
whose name was Ehud. 

Ehud was a man left-handed; and when he 
was sent, with others of the children of Israel, to 
bear a present to Eglon the king of Moab, who 
was at Gilgal, he placed a dagger on his right side, 
under his raiment. And when he had offered the 
present to Eglon, he drew forth the dagger with 
his left hand, and smote him, and slew him. 
Then he escaped from the soldiers of the king of 
Moab, and fled to Mount Ephraim ; and there he 
blew a trumpet, and said to the men of Israel^ 
^* Follow after me, for the Lord hath delivered 
your enemies, the Moabites, into your hands." 
Then the men of Israel went down with Ehud to 
the river Jordan, to the fords by which the Moab- 
ites must pass to their own land. And they 
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suffered not a man to pass over, but slew at that 
time ten thousand men ; and none escaped. So 
the children of Israel were delivered from their 
enemies, and the people of Moab were subdued 
before them. 

After the destruction of the Moabites by the About 
hand of Ehud, the children of Israel dwelt in ^j^ 
peace for many years ; they served the Lord and 
walked in Hi» ways, and the Lord preserved 
them from their enemies. 

The tribes who dwelt in the north part of the 
land of Canaan were the first to sin against the 
Lord, ailer He had delivered Israel from the 
power of the Moabites. Then the Lord gave them About 
into the hand of Jabin, a king of the Canaanites, i^^ 
who still dwelt in that part of the land; and for 
twenty years he greatly oppressed them. But 
when they repented of their sin, God heard their 
prayers, and stretched forth His hand to deliver 
them. He spoke by the mouth of Deborah, a 
prophetess, who dwelt in Mount Ephraim, and 
commanded Barak, a man of the tribe^of Naphtali^ 
to gather together ten thou^ttad o^ ^^ tssk^. ^'^ 

c a 
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Naphtali and Zebulun^ and go forth against Sisera, 
the captain of the armies of Jabin the king of 
Canaan. 
About Then Barak gathered together the men of Naph- 
1392. ^^^^ ^^^ Zebulun^ and led them against Sisera and 
the army of the Canaanites; and Deborah the 
prophetess went with him. And the Lord scat- 
tered the army of the Canaanites, with their 
chariots of iron, before Barak and the men of 
Israel. And they pursued after the hosts of 
Sisera, and slew them, so that there was not a 
man left. And Sisera fled from the battle ; and 
as he sought to hide himself from Barak he was 
slain by the hand of a woman. So God sub- 
dued on that day the army of the king of Canaan 
before the children of Israel; and they' prevailed 
against him until they had destroyed him. 

After this, the whole land of Israel had rest 
from war for forty years, and the children of 
Israel dwelt in peace. 

Judges ill. iv. Psalm Ixxviii. 



To prevail against a person is to overcome him. 
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THE SUFFERINGS OF ISRAEL UNDER THE MIDIAN- 
ITES, AND THE CALL OF GIDEON TO DELIVER 
THEM. 

During the long time of peace and rest which 
was given to the children of Israel after the de- 
struction of the Moabites by the hand of Ehud, 
their hearts were again turned away from Ood. 
In the time of their prosperity, when all things 
went well with them, their hearts were lifted up, 
and they forgot the Lord their God. They neg- 
lected His ordinances, and walked not in the way 
of His commandments, but cast His law behind 
their back. 

So, *^when His people would not obey Him, 
nor hearken unto His voice, God gave them up to 
their own hearts' lusts, and let them follow their 
own imaginations.'* Then they were drawn away 
again to worship other gods — the gods of the 
heathen who dwelt in their land. *^The^ x^'st^ 
mingled among the heathexi, oadi >Jtve^ Vasrs^R-^ 



22 SUFFERINGS OF ISRAEL: 

their works, insomuch that they worshipped their 
idols ; yea, they offered their sons and their daugh- 
ters unto devils, and shed innocent blood, even 
the blood of their sons and of their daughters, 
which they offered unto the idols of Canaan ; and 
the land was defiled with blood. Therefore was 
the wrath of the Lord kindled against His people, 
and He gave them over into the hands of the 
heathen/' 
About The Lord now caused the people of the land 
1352. of Midian to come up against Israel, to punish 
His rebellious people. And they took possession 
of the pleasant land of Canaan, for the Lord 
delivered His people into their hands. And for 
fear of them the children of Israel fled forth from 
their houses, and dwelt in dens and caves in the 
mountains. And when they had sown their land, 
the Midianites came and gathered the corn and 
the fruit of their land. Their asses, and their 
oxen, and their sheep were taken from them ; and 
there was no food left for them to eat. For t' 
people of Midian were a great multitude, j 
there were with them the AmalekiteSj and 
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children of the east; and they entered into the 
land to destroy it. 

The voice of mirth and the voice of gladness, 
the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the 
bride, now ceased from among the children of 
Israel. In hunger and in thirst, and in want of all 
things, they served their enemies, whom the Lord 
had brought against them, because they would 
not serve the Lord their God with joyfulness and 
with gladness of heart, as they might have done 
always if they would have obeyed His voice and 
walked in the way of His commandments *. 

For seven years God left His people in the 
hand of their enemies — the people of Midian. But 
when they turned again to seek the Lord, and 
cried unto Him in the time of their affliction. He 
heard them from Heaven, according to His mercy, 
and delivered them out of their distress. He did 
not utterly forsake them, nor consume them ; for 
He is a merciful God. 

So after the children of Israel had served the About 
Midianites seven years, the Lord sent an waj^ xiiNSa 
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to Gideon, a man of the tribe of Manasseh. 
Gideon was threshing com in the wine-press to 
hide it from the Midianites; and the angel of 
the Lord appeared to him, and commanded him 
to go forth and save Israel from the hand of the 
Midianites. And Gideon said, "O my Lord, 
wherewith shall I save Israel ? behold, my family 
is poor in Manasseh, and I am the least in my 
father's house/' And the Lord said unto him, 
" Surely I will be with thee, and thou shalt smite 
the Midianites as one man/' Then Gideon be- 
sought the angel to give him a sign that he might 
know who it was that talked with him ; and he 
prayed him not to depart until he should bring 
him a meat-offering. So he went and made ready 
a kid and cakes of flour, and brought them, and set 
them down on a rock before the angel. Then the 
angel of God put forth the staff that was in his 
hand and touched the flesh and the unleavened 
cakes, and fire came forth from the rock and con- 
sumed it : then he departed out of his sight. And 
when Gideon knew that he had seen an angel of 
God face to face^ he was greatly afraid. 
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And the same night the Lord commanded 
Gideon to throw down the altar of Baal which his 
father had, and to cut down the grove of trees 
that was beside it. And he said that Gideon 
should build an altar to the Lord his God on the 
rock near the place where the angel had appeared, 
and offer thereon a bullock for a burnt sacrifice. 
So Gideon took ten men of his servants, and 
threw down the altar of the idol Baal and burnt 
the grove, and offered the sacrifice as the Lord 
had commanded. He did it by night, and not 
by day, because he feared his father's household 
and the men of the city in which he dwelt. 

And when the men of the city arose in the 
morning, behold, the altar of Baal was cast down, 
and the grove was cut down that was by it, and 
the bullock was offered on the altar that was 
built to the Lord God of Israel. Then they said 
one to another, "Who hath done this thing?'* 
And when they had heard that Gideon the son 
of Joash had done it, they went to Joash and 
said, " Bring out thy son, that he may die t be- 
cause he hath cast down t\i^ ^\ax oS. ^^^•^ 
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the land of Israel^ and the people gathered them- 
selves together after him. Then Gideon prayed 
to the Lord to give him a sign that He would 
save Israel by his hand. And he said, ^^ Behold, 
I will put a fleece of wool on the floor, and if the 
dew be on the fleece only, and it be dry upon all 
the earth beside, then shall I know that thou wilt 
save Israel by my hand, as thou hast said.'^ And 
when he rose up on the morrow the ground was 
dry, but the fleece was wet with dew; and he 
wringed the dew out of the fleece a bowl full of 
water. And Gideon prayed again to God, and 
said, ^^ Let not thine anger be hot against me, and 
I will speak but this once : Let me prove, I pray 
thee, but this once with the fleece; let it now be 
dry only upon the fleece, and upon all the ground 
let there be dew.^' And God did so that night : 
for it was dry upon the fleece only, and there 
was dew on all the ground. 

Then Gideon believed that the Lord would 
surely save Israel by his hand, and he led forth 
the people who had gathered themselves to^etli^t 
afler him towards the p\ace YJVvet^ ^Cafc^^^S&wsj^w^ 
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were encamped. The number of the children c 
Israel who followed Gideon was thirty-two thou 
sand; and they pitched their camp by the we! 
Harod^ near Mount Gilboa, not far from the plac 
where the Midianites were. 

Then the Lord told Gideon that the peop] 
who were with him were too many ; He said thi 
He would not deliver the armies of the Midianitc 
into the hands of so great a number, lest Isra< 
should think that their own strength had save 
them. So he commanded Gideon to speak to th 
people who were with him, and say, ^^ Whosoevi 
is fearful and afraid let him return and depart. 
Then twenty-two thousand of the people returnee 
and ten thousand only remained with Gideon. 

Then the Lord spoke again to Gideon, and sai 
that the people were yet too many ; and He con 
manded him to lead them down to the water 1 
drink, and said that he would try them there, p 
show him whom he should take with him, 
whom he should send away. And when Gii 
had brought the people down to the water's 
tAejr all bowed down on their knees to dr 
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water, except three hundred men, who stood and 
lapped up the water to their mouths with their 
hands. Then the Lord commanded Oideon to 
take with him the three hundred men who had 
stood and lapped up the water with their hands, 
and to send the rest away ; and He said that He 
would save Israel and destroy the Midianites by 
these three hundred men. So Gideon took the 
three hundred men, as the Lord directed him; 
and he sent away the rest of the men of Israel 
to return to their own homes. 

Now the Midianites were encamped in the valley 
of Jezreel, in the land of the children of Israel, and 
the Amalekites and all the people of the east coun- 
tries were with them : they were a vast multitude, as 
the sand of the sea-shore in number. And Gideon 
and his three hundred men were gathered together 
on a mountain that overlooked their camp. Then 
Gideon divided his three hundred men into three 
companies ; and when it was night he put a trum- 
pet into the hand of every man, and an empty 
pitcher with a lighted torch hid within it ; and \sfc 
led them down in silence to ^xxxtcavcv^ ^^cv^ «r«s:^ ^'^ 
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the Midianites. And when they stood every man 
in his place round about the camp, Gideon blew 
with his trumpet; and at the sound of the trumpet 
each man of the three companies, fis he had been 
commanded, broke the pitcher, and held the torch 
in his left hand and blew the trumpet in his 
right hand, and cried, *^ The sword of the Lord 
and of Gideon/' And when all the hosts of 
Midian heard the cry, and the sound of the trum- 
pets, and saw the lights on every side, ^^ they ran, 
and cried, and fled ;'' for in their fear they thought 
that they were surrounded by a great multitude 
of the children of Israel. And the Lord set every 
man's sword against his fellow throughout the 
host. In the darkness of the night, they mistook 
their own friends for the men of Israel, and fought 
against them ; so they destroyed one another. And 
they fled from Gideon in fear. 

Then the men of Israel gathered themselves to- 
gether, and pursued afler the Midianites; and they 
took Oreb and Zeeb, two princes of the Midian- 
ites, and slew them. And the number of the 
Midianites that were slain was one hundred and 
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twenty thousand men. Then Gideon with his 
three hundred men pursued after Zebah and Zal- 
munnah^ the two kings of the Midianites, who 
remained with the rest of their army, about fifteen 
thousand men. And he came upon them sud- 
denly, and they fled before him ; and he took the 
two kings, Zebah and Zalmunnah, and slew them. 
Thus the people of Midian were subdued before 
the children of Israel; and there was rest and 
peace in the land of Israel for forty years in the 
days of Gideon. 

Judges Ti. yii. viii. 28. 



THE SERVITUDE OF ISRAEL UNDER THE AMMON- 
ITES, AND THEIR DELIVERANCE BY THE HAND 
OF JEPHTHAH. 

After Gideon had destroyed the hosts of Midian, 
the enemies of Israel came no more against their 
land for many years. 

But the children of Israel had not ^^tVs^src^v^ 
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love the Lord their God, and continue stedfast in 
About His ways. After Gideon had died in a good old 
1305 ^S® *^ ^^^ ^^ ^^'^y years of peace and quietness, 
they turned again from serving the Lord, and wor- 
shipped idols. They remembered not the Lord 
their God, who had delivered them out of the 
hand of their enemies; neither did they show 
kindness to the family of Gideon. They suffered 
Abimelech, the son of Gideon, to slay all his bre- 
thren. And after this, the men of Shechem, the 
chief city in the land of Ephraim, made Abime- 
lech to be their ruler. Then the men of Israel 
quarrelled among themselves, and fought one 
against another ; and there was sorrow and trouble 
in their land. And after three years Abimelech 
himself was slain. 

Then Tola, a man of the tribe of Issachar, 
judged Israel for twenty years; and after his 
death, Jair, a man of Gilead, ruled as chief judge 
in Israel for twenty-two years. 
About At this time, the wickedness of the children of 
1257. Is'^^" ^^^ again become very great. They had 
wholly forsaken the Lord their God, and wor- 
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shipped the idols of all the heathen who were 
round about. They served Baalim and Ashta- 
roth^ and the gods of Syria, and the gods of Moab, 
and the gods of the children of Ammon, and the 
gods of the Philistines. 

Therefore, the Lord again delivered His people 
into the hand of their enemies. He smote them 
with the sword of the Philistines and the children 
of Ammon. And the Ammonites and the Philis- 
tines wasted their land, and ate up their harvests 
and their bread, and carried away their flocks and 
their herds 5 so that they were greatly distressed. 
And when they cried unto the Lord, He would 
not hearken to their prayer. He bade them re- 
member how many times He had saved them from 
the hand of their enemies, but they had again for- 
saken Him, and served other gods. Therefore 
the Lord said that He would not now deliver them. 
So for eighteen years the Ammonites oppressed 
the people of Israel. 

But after many years of suffering and sorrow, 
when the children of Israel humbled themselves 
before the Lord, and confessed thdx ^^^^ ^xv^ 
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put away their idol-gods, and served Him with 
a true heart, He had again compassion on their 
misery. Then He raised up Jephthah, a man 
of Gilead, of the tribe of Dan, to deliver them. 
About The Spirit of the Lord came upon Jephthah, 
]239. ^^^ ^^ gathered together the men of Gilead, and 
led them forth against the Ammonites, and slew 
them with a great slaughter. So the Ammonites 
were subdued before the children of Israel. 

After the overthrow of the Ammonites, Jephthah 
ruled as chief judge in Israel for six years ; and 
after him, Ibzan, and Elon, and Abdon were 
judges during twenty-five years. 

Judges viiL 32—35. ix. — xii. 



ittl&apter X(ttI55- 

THE SERVITUDE OF ISRAEL UNDER THE PHILIS- 
TINES, AND THE HISTORY OF SAMSON. 



About 

B.C. 



About thirty years after the time . of Jephthah, 

1208. ^vhen the children of Israel had again fallen back 

into their old sins, and did evil in the sight of the 
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Lord^ He delivered them again into the hand of 
the Philistines. And they remained subject to 
the Philistines for forty years. 

The Philistines were a strong and brave people, 
who dwelt by the sea-shore, on the border of the 
land of Simeon and Dan. They held many strong 
cities in the land of Israel, and had kept possession 
of a large part of the lot of the tribe of Simeon. 

During the time that the children of Israel were 
subject to the Philistines, the angel of the Lord 
appeared to the wife of a man of the tribe of Dan, 
whose name was Manoah. Now Manoah's wife 
had no children; and the angel said that she 
should bear a son, who should begin to deliver 
Israel out of the hand of the Philistines. And he 
commanded her to train lip her child as a Naza- 
rite unto God; he was to drink no wine nor 
strong drink ; to keep himself at all times from 
all unclean things; and the hair of his head was 
to remain uncut from his childhood up. And the 
wife of Manoah had a son as the angel had said; 
and she called his name Samson. And she trained 
him up as the Lord had commax^^^dL^ 1^ \ifc ''^^ 
Da 
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Nazarite from his birth. And the child grew, and 
the Lord blessed him. 

When Samson was about twenty years old, the 
Spirit of the Lord began to move him to go forth 
against the Philistines. And the Lord gave him so 
great strength and courage, that with his own arm 
he slew very many of the enemies of Israel. He 
wasted their corn fields, and vineyards with fire, 
and smote them with a great slaughter, and then 
he returned and dwelt on the top of. the rock 
Etam, in the land of the tribe of Simeon/ . / 

Then the PhiUstines gathered together an 
army; and came up into the land of Judah to 
seek Samson. And the men of Judah were afiraid 
of the anger of the Philistines, for the Philistines 
were rulers over them at this time. So they went 
up to the rock Etam with three thousand men to 
seek Samson, and give him into their hands. And 
they took him and bound him with new cords, 
for Samson did not resist them ; and they led him 
away to the camp of his enemies. 

When the Philistines saw Samson brought 
bound to their camp, they shouted for joy. But 
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when Samson heard the shout of his enemies^ the 
Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon him^ and 
he burst the cords that were upon his arms as if 
they had been flax burnt with fire. And he took 
a jaw-bone of an ass which he saw upon the 
ground^ and with it he slew of the Philistines 
heaps upon heaps^ even a thousand men. And 
after this Samson ruled as chief judge in Israel 
for twenty years. 

Whilst Samson was chief judge in Israel, the 
people were still subject to the Philistines; for 
they would not follow him to fight against them. 
But so long as he obeyed the command of Ood^ 
and lived as a Nazarite, his strength was so great 
that his enemies could not stand before him ; and 
they feared to provoke his anger. 

But a time came when Samson fell into sin^and 
broke the commands of Ood. He loved a woman 
of the Philistines, whose name was Delilah ; and 
he did not flee firom the company of the wicked, 
as he should have done. And when the lords of 
the Philistines knew that Samson loved DeliWx^ 
they promised to give her moTke^ Si ^^ ^w^^ 
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gathered together in the house of Dagon. Then 
they sent for Samson that they might make sport 
with him ; for their hearts were merry, because 
they had taken their enemy who had slain so 
many of their people. 

Now the roof beneath which the lords of the 
Philistines were seated, rested upon two lai^e 
pillars ; and upon the roof were three thousand 
men and women, who had come to see Samson. 
And when they had brought Samson to the house 
of Dagon, he asiked the lad who led him to place 
him near the pillars, that he might lean upon 
them. And he prayed earnestly to the Lord to 
remember him, and give him back his strength 
only this once ; and the Lord heard his prayer. 
Then he stretched forth his arms, and took hold 
of the two pillars on which the roof rested, and 
said, "Let me die with the Philistines.'' And 
he bowed himself with all bis might, and drew 
together the two pillars, and overthrew them. 
And the roof of the house which rested upon the 
pillars fell upon the lords of the Philistines.^ axssL 
upon all the people that were \tv \\.. ^^ %o "Oafc ^^-^^^ 
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which Samson slew at his death, were more than 
they which he slew in his life." 

Then the brethren of Samson, and all the house 
of his father came down, and took him, and 
brought him up, and buried ,him near to Zorah, 
in the burying place of Manoah his father. 

Judges xiii. — xvi. 



A Nazarite was a person who was bound by a vow or promise 
not to drink wine, or strong drink of any kind, to let the hair of 
his head grow and remain uncut, and to keep himself at all 
times from all unclean things. (Numbers Ti.") 



THE SUFFERINGS AND THE BLESSINGS OF THE 
PEOPLE OF THE LORD, FROM THE DEATH OF 
JOSHUA TO THE TIME OF ELI. 

Very many years had now passed since the time 
when the Lord had divided among His people the 
land of their inheritance^ the good land which He 
had promised to their fathers^ Abraham^ Isaacs 
and Jacob. 
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It was about four hundred years before the 
days of Eli that Joshua, the servant of the Lord, 
had died in peace. He had left the children 
of Israel in rest from all their enemies, serving 
the Lord with joyfulness and gladness of heart 
for the abundance of all things. At that time, 
^^ not one good thing had failed of all the good 
things which the Lord had spoken concerning 
His people ; all had come to pass, and not one 
thing had failed thereof.^' But since that time of 
peace and joy, when Israel served the Lord in the 
days of Joshua, there had been many years of 
sorrow and suffering in that good land which the 
Lord had given them. For the people of the Lord 
had sinned, and suffering and sorrow must ever 
follow sin. 

After all that the Lord had done for His people 
by the hand of Joshua, He had still left them 
a work to do for themselves: they had a work 
to do, as well as a law to observe. They had to 
drive out from among them the remnant of the 
heathen nations which Joshua had allowed to 
remain within their land. The "LotdLYaA. ^«^^» 
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His people all the promised land of Canaan^ and 
had divided the portion in which the Canaanites 
still dwelt^ to be an inheritance for their tribes ; 
their enemies were given into their hands5»but 
they were still within their land, and had to be 
driven forth. When the people of Israel should 
have grown in strength and numbers, they had to 
arise, and take for themselves, by the help of God, 
this other portion also, and dwell therein. They 
had to fight against the Canaanites that remained, 
until the last remnant of the sinner and the hea- 
then had been utterly rooted out and destroyed 
from among them. And if they had been obe- 
dient to the voice of Grod, and had gone forth in 
faith to war against their enemies, with a bold 
heart and patient spirit, until they had destroyed 
them, then the Lord would have expelled them 
from before them, and driven them from out of 
their sight. Then Israel would have possessed in 
peace the whole land of Canaan, as the Lord their 
God had promised to them. 

This was the trial of the people of the Lord in 
the land of their inheritance ; and they failed under 
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the trial. They were not, as they were required to 
be, ^ very courageous to keep and to do all that was 
written in the book of the law of Moses.*' Nor 
did they fight boldly against the remnant of the 
wicked Canaanites that remained in their land, 
until they were destroyed. They made peace with 
the sinners of the land of Canaan — ^the enemies 
of the Lord, — and dwelt among them as friends. 
Therefore, they forfeited the blessings which God 
had promised to them, and the Lord brought 
upon them all evil things, according to the words 
of Moses and Joshua^ that were written in their 
law. The Lord did not drive out from before 
them the remnant of the Canaanites, but they 
remained to be ^^ snares and traps to them, and 
scourges in their sides.*' Then they fled before 
their enemies, and were subdued before them. 
They were given over into the hands of the 
heathen, and they that hated them were lords 
over them. Their enemies oppressed them, and 
had them in subjection; and the fruit of their 
land and of their labours were given unto them. 
For eight years they served the kvcv^ ^S. W&^^^^- 
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tamia; for eighteen years they served the Moah* 
ites and Eglon their king ; for twenty years they 
served Jabin, the king of the Canaanites; for 
seven years they served the fierce people of the 
land of Midian; for eighteen years they served 
the Ammonites; and for forty years they were 
subject to the Philistines. 

Yet^ for His great mercy^s sake, the Lord did 
not utterly consume His people when they sinned, 
nor cast them off for ever. Though they had for- 
feited His love and favour. His promise did not 
come utterly to an end for evermore. The Lord 
chastened and corrected them, but He did not 
forsake them. When they were in trouble and 
called upon the Lord, the Lord heard them. 
When they repented and returned unto the Lord, 
the Lord returned unto them. He gave them 
deUverers, — Othniel, and Ehud, and Deborah, 
and Barak, and Oideon, called also Jerubbaalj 
and Jephthah, and Samson, who delivered them 
out of the hand of their enemies. Though they 
served their enemies for many years in sorrow 
and in suffering, yet they had very many more 
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years of rest and peace. After all their wicked- 
ness, Ood gave His people very many blessings ; 
for He is a gracious and a merciful God. He 
was still their strength and their defence^ their 
Saviour and Redeemer^ their Lord and their 
King. 

But although the Lord in mercy gave many 
blessings to His people Israel in the land of 
their inheritance^ they could not have the bless- 
ing which they might and would have had^ if 
firom the first they had served the Lord with a 
perfect hearty and had been very courageous to 
keep and to do all that the Lord their God com- 
manded. They won back from Him, by prayer 
and by repentance, very many years of prosperity 
and peace; yet the curse and consequences of 
their first great sin remained, and a remnant of 
the heathen still dwelt within their land. 

JoshuA xxiii., and Judges. 



The history of the children of Israel from the death of Joshua 
to the time of Eli, is contamed in the book called Judges^ which 
is plaoed next to the book called Joshua, in the Bible. 
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THE BIRTH AND EARLY YEARS OF i 
bout After the death of Samson^ Eli, the h 
nes '"^^^^ ^s chief judge in the land of I 
dwelt at Shiloh among the tribe of 
because the ark and tabernacle of the 
there. In his days there was peace in 
Israel ; for after the destruction of all 
and chief men in the temple of their i* 
the PhiUstines remained quiet in their 
In the time when Eli was chief judg 
among the tribe of Levi a man name 
Elkanah had two wives, Peninnah a 
Peninnah had many children, but 
none. Hannah grieved very much 
had no children ; and when year a 
passed and she had still no child, I 
sad. And when she was at Shilot 
band Elkanah, at the time of the 
rose up in sorrow from the feast, i 
to the temple of the Lord, to pray 
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before the Lord. And there she prayed and vowed 
a vow, and said^ that if the Lord would look upon 
her affliction, and give her a male child, she would 
give him unto the Lord all the days of his life, and 
set him apart from common things, to serve the 
Lord in His Tabernacle. 

While Hannah prayed to the Lord before His 
Tabernacle, Eli the high priest sat by the door of 
the Tabernacle. And when he knew that she was 
in sorrow, and poured out her soul before the 
Lord in prayer, he said to her, " Go in peace ; 
and the God of Israel grant thee thy petition that 
thou hast asked of Him.'^ Then Hannah arose 
and went away from the Tabernacle with a cheer- 
ful heart, for she believed that the Lord had heard 
her prayer. And she returned with Elkanah her 
husband to her own home ; and after a while she 
had a son, and she called his name Samuel, that 
8, «^ Asked of the Lord."^ 

Hannah remained in her own home, and did not 

up again to Shiloh until she had weaned her 

lild Samuel. And when she had weaned him, 

e took him up with her to the house of the 
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Lord, with an oflFering of a bullock, and of flour 
and wine. Then she gave the child to Eli the 
high priest, and said that it was the child for whom 
she had prayed four years before, and that she had 
come to give him to the Lord to serve before Him 
as long as he should live, because the Lord had 
heai*d her prayer. Samuel was three years old at 
this time ' ; and he worshipped the Lord there. 
And Hannah prayed and praised Ood, and her 
heart rejoiced in the Lord. Then she left the 
child Samuel with Eli the priest, and returned 
to her own home. 

The child Samuel dwelt with Eli the high 
priest, near the Tabernacle of the Lord ; for there 
were tents around the court of the Tabernacle, 
where the priests lived. And he ministered unto 
the Lord before EU the priest ; for he was of the 
tribe of Levi, and therefore it was lawful for him 
to assist the priests while they offered sacrifice 
before the Tabernacle. 

*^ When Samuel ministered before the Lord he 

^ Compare 1 Stan. i. 22 with 2 Maccabees vit 27. 
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was girded with a linen ephod/^ His mother 
made him every year a little coat for common use^ 
and she brought it to him when she came up with 
her husband Elkanah to the Tabernacle of the 
Lord at the feast of the Passover. But when he 
ministered before God he did not wear this^ but a 
linen ephod, or garment; like that which the 
priests were appointed to wear when they offered 
sacrifice and burnt incense. 

''And the child Samuel grew on^ and was in 
fiivour both with the Lord and with men." And 
the Lord blessed Hannah his mother, and He 
gave her three other sons, and two daughters. 

] Samuel, ch. l ii. 



A petition, is a reqaest or prayer. 

To TOW, is to promise solemnly to the Lord, or to call upon 
God to be witness to the truth of a promise. A tow, is a pro- 
mise made to God. 

To minister, is to serTe or wait upon a person. To minister 
mtto the Lord, is to sezre Him by acts of worship ; to assist hi 
oflTering sacrifices, or solemn prayer and praise to Him. 
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THE SIN OF ELI, AND THE CONSEQUENCES OF 
HIS SIN. 

Eli the high priest had two sons^ Hophni and 
Phinehas. They were priests of Ood^ because 
they were of the family of Aaron^ and they miais-* 
tered before the Lord in His Tabernacle, and 
offered sacrifices for the people^and burnt incense. 
But they were lawless and wicked men; they 
neither loved the Lord nor feared Him. And 
when the children of Israel came up to the Taber- 
nacle to offer their sacrifices to the Lord, the sons 
of Eli took from them other portions of their 
offerings besides those that were appointed for 
the priests 5 and when the people would not give 
them for themselves the fat of the sacrifice, which 
God had commanded to be burnt upon His. altar, 
they came and took it by force. Therefore th^ 
sin of Hophni and Phinehas was very great before 
the Lord ; for they made the people shrink' from 
coming up to offer their sacrifices, as the Lord 
had commanded. And they did other things yet 



.CONSEQUENCKB OF HIS SIN. 51 

more wicked^ and tempted others to sin with 
them* 

Now Eli was very old, and he heard of all the 
things which his sons did. Then he said to them, 
" Why do ye such things ? for I hear of your evil 
doings by all this people. Nay my sons ; for it is 
no good report that I hear : ye make the Lord^s 
people to transgress. If one man sin against 
another, the judge shall judge him : but if a man 
sin against the Lord, who shall entreat for him ?'' 
^ Notwithstanding, they hearkened not unto the 
voice of their father, because the Lord would slay 
them/' 

The sons of Eli had so long and so greatly 
sinned against the Lord, that their hearts had 
grown hard in sin: and God now purposed to. 
punish them for their: wickedness before the eyes 
of all His people, that all might know that there 
is a God that judgeth the earth, and that the 
wicked shall not go unpunished. 

Eli had reproved his sons when the people told 
him>of their evil doings; but when they would not 
hearken to his words, he did not punish them* 
e2 
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He reasoned with them^ and advised them well ; 
but he did not restrain them. Perhaps he loved 
them so weakly^ that he could not bear to punish 
them; perhaps he feared them^ for they were 
violent and lawless men. So he suffered them to 
remain in the priests' office notwithstanding their 
sin, and to go on in their evil way, sinning against 
the Lord, and making others to sin also. Thus 
the name of the Lord and His holy worship were 
dishonoured among His people ; and Eli showed 
that he loved his wicked sons more than Ood, 01 
that he feared them more than he feared Ood. 

It was a great sin in Eli to let his wicked sons 
go on unpunished in their wickedness. To suffei 
others to dishonour Ood, was to dishonour Qoi 
himself; and the sins of his sons became hie 
sins, because when they sinned he did not restrain 
them. Eli was a judge in Israel, as well as higli 
priest of God ; and therefore he had the power. 
and it was his duty, to punish every one whc 
broke the commandments of Ood, or dishonoured 
His holy name ; and much more when his O" 
children sinned, should he have punished thf 
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Then the Lord was wroth with Eli ; and He 
sent a prophet to rebuke him for his sin, and de- 
clare his punishment. The man of Ood came to 
Eli, and said, '^Thus saith the Lord, Wherefore 
kick ye at my sacrifice and at my offering which 
I have commanded in my habitation, and honour- 
est thy sons above me? . . • Wherefore the Lord 
Ood of Israel saith, I said indeed that thy house, 
and the house of thy father, should walk before 
me for ever : but now the Lord saith. Be it far 
from me; for them that honour me I will honour, 
and they that despise me shall be lightly esteemed." 

Then the man of Ood told Eli that the curse of 
the Lord should be upon all his house ; upon his 
children and their children after them for ever ; 
they should i)e cut off in the flower of their age, so 
that there should not be an old man in his house 
for ever. And he said that Hophni and Phinehas, 
his wicked sons, should die both of them in one 
day, and that this should be a sign to Eli, that 
all the words of the Lord should surely come to 
pass. And the Lord said that He would raise up 
for Himself a faithful priest who should do accoftdr- 
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ing to His will ; and that those who remained of 
Eli's family should come and crouch to him for a 
piece of silver and a morsel of bread. 

1 Samuel ii. 

To purpose, is to intend to do a thing. 

To reprove, is to tell a person of his faults, and try to make 
him feel how wrong they are. 

To restrain a person, is to prevent him from doing a thing ; to 
compel him to stop from doing it. 

To suffer, is to bear : it generally means to bear pain. To 
suffer a person to do a thing, is to bear his doing it ; to let him 
go on doing it without stopping him, when we have the power to 
do so. 



THE CALL OF SAMUEL TO BE THE PROPHET OF 
THE LORD. 

After the man of God had made known to Eli 
the wrath of the Lord against himself and his 
wicked sons, he had departed; and Hophni and 
Phinehas lived on as before. But while the wicked 
sons of Eli were defiling the tabernacle of the 
Lord with their evil deeds, and provoking His 
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anger against themselves^ and their father's house^ 
the child Samuel grew on, and served the Lord 
with fear and reverence, and the blessing of the 
Lord was upon him. 

And after a while the Lord again sent to warn 
Eli of the thing which He purposed to do, and 
He chose the child Samuel to be His prophet. 
For in those days the Lord did not make known 
His will to the high priest in the tabernacle, as He 
had done of old ; the voice of God was not now 
heard from above the mercy seat, between the 
cherubims that were upon the ark. 

EU, the high priest, was laid down in his place 
at night by the tabernacle of the Lord, and the 
child Samuel was sleeping near him, when the 
Lord called Samuel. And when Samuel heard 
the voice of the Lord, he thought that it was the 
voice of Eli, and said, " Here am 1 5 for thou 
calledst me.'' And Eli said, ^^ I called not ; lie 
down again." And he went and laid down. And 
the Lord called yet again, " Samuel." And 
Samuel arose and went again to Eli; and Eli 
answered as before, " I called not, my son." And 
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the Lord called Samuel again the thhrd time. 
And he arose and went again to Eli^ and said, 
« Here am I ; for thou didst call me.'^ Then Eli 
perceived that the Lord had called the child ; and 
therefore he said to Samuel, ^^ Oo lie down : and 
it shall be, if He call thee that thou shalt say. 
Speak, Lord, for thy servant heareth/* So 
Samuel went and lay down in his place. And the 
Lord came and called as at other times, ^' Samuel, 
Samuel.*^ Then Samuel answered, ^^ Speak, for 
thy servant heareth.*' And the Lord said, " Be- 
hold, I will do a thing in Israel at which both the 
ears of every one that heareth it shall tingle. In 
that day I will perform against Eli all things which 
I have spoken concerning his house: when I 
begin, I will also make an end. For I have told 
him that I will judge his house for ever, for the 
iniquity which he knoweth ; because his sons made 
themselves vile, and he restrained them not/* 

And Samuel lay until the morning; then he 
arose, and opened the doors of the house of the 
Lord, but he feared to show Eli the vision. Then 
Eli called Samuel, and said, ^^ What is the thing 
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which the Lord hath said unto thee ? I pray thee 
hide it not from me/' Then Samuel told him all 
that the Lord had said, and hid nothing from him. 
And Eli said, '' It is the Lord, let him do what 
seemeth Him good.'' 

From this time the Lord was with Samuel : and 
the Lord appeared again in ShUoh, and revealed 
Himself by His word to Samuel from time to 
time, and made known His will by Samuel to His 
people. '' And all Israel, Scorn Dan even to Beer- 
sheba, knew that Samuel was estabUshed to be a 
prophet of the Lord." 

1 Sam. iii. 



To defile, or to pollote, is to make a thing midean or unholy ; 
the tabernacle of the Lord was holy, and was defiled when unholy 
persons ministered there before the Lord. 

A vision is a kind of dream, by which God made known to 
sen His will, or the things which were about to happen. When 
Tod appeared to men by an angel, or made them hear his voice, 

is called a vision. 

To reveal, is to make a thing known. Grod revealed Himself 

men when He made known His will to them. 

VoTB. — Dan was a small town at the extreme won^^Mi^^V^^ 
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among us, it may save us out of the band of our 
enemies.'^ 

The elders of Israel spoke foolishly; for the 
ark of the Lord had no power to save them from 
their enemies. The Lord alone could save them. 
He could save them, and destroy their enemies, 
by means of the ark, as. at Jericho ; or without 
the ark, as at other times, when Joshua, and Ehud, 
and Barak, and Gideon, and Samson, had prevailed 
against thousands by the strength of the Lord. 
But they could not make the Lord to be with them, 
by bringing the ark of the Lord amongst them. 

So instead of humbling themselves before the 
Lord, and praying Him to forgive them their 
sins and save them from the hands of their 
enemies, the men of Israel sent to Shiloh, that 
they might bring from thence the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord of Hosts. And the two 
sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, came with the 
ark of the covenant to the army of Israel. 

When the ark of the covenant of the Lord had 
come into the camp, all Israel shouted with a 
great shout. And when the Philist\xve^\\eax4L*^^ 
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noise of the shout^ and understood that the ark 
of the Lord was come into the camp, they were 
afraid, for they said, ^^ God is come into the 
camp. And they said, Woe unto us ! who shall 
deliver us out of the hand of these mighty Gods ? 
these are the Gods that smote the Egyptians 
with all the plagues in the wilderness.*' Then 
they said one to another, "Be strong and quit 
yourselves like men, O ye Philistines, that ye be 
not servants to the Hebrews, as they have been 
to you.'* And the Philistines fought, and Israel 
was smitten, and they fled every man to his tent I 
and there was a very great slaughter; for there 
fell of Israel thirty thousand men. And the ark 
of God was taken by the Philistines ; and the two 
sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were slain. 

Thus the Lord punished His sinful people, 
and gave them into the hand of their enemies. 
And He made them know that the Lord God 
neither dwelleth in temples made with hands, nor 
in an ark of wood. For the heaven and the 
heaven of heavens cannot contain Him. 
1 Sara. iv. 
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Smitten. To troite, is to strike. An army is said to be 
smitten, when it is so stmck as to be scattered, or forced to flee 
away. 

Slaughter, is the slaying of a person or an animal. 



Ottapter XdfiX. 

THE DEATH OF ELI. 

When Hophni and Phinehas had taken the ark About 
of the Lord from the holy place within the taber- .^-^g 
nacle^ and carried it forth to the camp of the 
Israelites, Eli^s heart trembled for its safety. 
For the elders of Israel had not sought to know 
what the will of the Lord was^ but had done that 
which was right in their own eyes. And Eli 
feared that though they had taken the ark of the 
Lord to the battle, the Lord himself would not 
be with them. And on the day when the battle 
was fought, he sat by the wayside, watching what 
the end would be. 

Now when the children of Israel had fled before 
the Philistines, and the ark of God was taken^ 
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there ran a man out of the army to bear the news 
to Eli. And the same day he came to Shiloh : 
he came with signs of sorrow and distress, with 
his clothes rent, and with earth upon his head. 
And when he had come to the city and told the 
evil tidings, all the city cried out. 

Now Eli was very old, and his eyes were dim 
that he could not see; and when he heard the 
noise of the crying, he said, *' What meaneth the 
noise of this tumult?*' And the man came in 
hastily, and said to Eli, ^^ I am he that came out 
of the army, and I fled to-day out of the army.'* 
And Eli said, " What is there done, my son V^ 
And the messenger answered, ^^ Israel hath fled 
before the Philistines, and there hath been also 
a great slaughter among the people; and thy two 
sons, Hophni and Phinehas, are dead ; and the 
ark of God is taken.^* 

And when the man made mention of the ark 
of God, Eli fell from ofi*the seat backward by thi 
side of the gate, and his neck brake, and he died 
He died in sorrow and in fear ; for the wrath ( 
God was upon his house, and evil had come upo 
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Israel^ and the glory of the Lord had departed 
firom His tabernacle. 

The ark of the covenant of the Liord was the 
sign of Ood^s presence among the children of 
Israel — the sign that He was their God^ and 
would dwell among them^ and that they were 
His people. And when Eli heard that the ark 
was gone firom among them^ his heart sunk within 
him^ and he fell ; for it seemed as if the Lord 
had now forsaken Israel^ and would no longer 
dwell among them^ and be their God. 

Eli had judged Israel forty years. He had 
walked in the way of God's commandments^ and 
had loved the Lord^ but not with all his heart 
and with all his strength. He had not been 
zealous for the honour of the Lord his God. 
The Lord had made him to be His priest, and a 
judge in Israel, but he had not been firm and 
courageous to use his power to punish all who 
sinned. The Lord had made him to be a father, 
but he had not trained his children to fear the 
Lord and do His will. When they did wrong, 
though he had advised them well, and warned 
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them as a friend, he had not chastened nor re- 
strained them as his sons. He had not done his 
duty in the state to which God had called him, 
as a judge, or as a father; and therefore he 
brought evil upon himself and others. He 
brought upon himself a death in sorrow and 
anguish of spirit; upon the people the loss of 
the ark of God; and upon his house and his 
wicked sons, the wrath and heavy judgment of 
the Lord. 

1 Sam. iv. 

To be zealous, is to be earnest, eager, and determined to do a 
thing. 

To train, is to teach a person to do a thing readily and well, 
by making him do it often and regularly. Children are trained 
to fear the Lord and to serve Him, when from early years they 
are made to honour the name of Grod, and all things which belong 
to Him, when they are jtaught what the will of God is, and made 
to do it, and are punished when they disobey God, or treat with- 
out reverence the things which are His. 

To chastise, is to punish a person, in love, in order to make 
him better. 
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THE ARK OF THE LORD IN THE LAND OF THE 
HEATHEN. 

Whbn the Philistines had taken the ark of God About 
fipom the men of Israel, they brought it from the ^^-^^ 
land of Canaan to the city of Ashdod, in their 
own land; and they placed it in the house of 
their idol Dagon, by the side of the image of 
Dagon. 

And on the morrow, when the men of Ashdod 
went into the temple of their idol, they saw 
Dagon fallen upon his face before the ark of 
the Lord. Then they took it, and set it upon 
its place again. And when they arose on the 
morrow, the idol Dagon was again fallen on his 
face before the ark of the Lord ; and the head of 
the idol and both his hands were cut off. And 
the hand of the Lord was heavy upon the people 
of Ashdod, and He destroyed them, and smote 
them with sickness. 

Then the men of Ashdod said, ^^The ark oC 
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the God of Israel shall not abide with us; for 
His hand is sore upon us, and upon Dagon our 
god/^ So they sent the ark of God from Ashdod ; 
and for seven months they carried it about from 
one city to another throughout their land. For 
wherever the ark of the Lord was taken, the 
hand of the Lord was heavy upon the men of 
that place, and He smote them with sickness as 
He had smitten the men of Ashdod. 

When the ark of the Lord had been in the 
country of the Philistines seven months, the 
people besought the lords and rulers of the land 
to send away the ark of the God of Israel, and 
let it go again to its own place. Then they called 
for the priests of their idols, and asked them what 
they should do with the ark of the God of Israel. 
And they said , "Wherefore do ye harden your 
hearts, as the Egyptians and Pharaoh hardened 
their hearts ? when He had wrought wonderfully 
among them, did they not let the people go, and 
they departed ?'* Then they told the lords of 
the Philistines to send away the ark, and to give 
l^lory to the God of Israel, and send with it a 



THB LAND OF THE HBATHBN. 67 

trespass offering of jewels of gold, that He might 
lighten His hand from off them, and from their 
gods, and from their land. 

And the lords of the Philistines did as their 
priests had said. They placed the ark of the Lord 
in a new cart, and put jewels of gold in a box by 
the side of the ark, and they took two cows which 
had calves, and which had never borne a yoke^ 
and tied them to the cart, and brought their 
calves away from them, and shut them up. And 
thus they sent the ark away ; for their priests had 
said, that if the cows went away from their calves, 
and their own home, towards the land of Israel, 
they should know that it was the God of Israel 
that had caused all the evil that had happened to 
them. 

And when the cows had been fastened to the 
cart in which the ark of God was placed, " they 
took the straight way to Bethshemesh (a city of the 
tribe of Judah), and went along the highway, low- 
ing as they went, and turned not aside to the right- 
lumd or to the left ; and the lords of the Philistines 
went after them to the border of Bethshemesh/' 
f2 
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And the people of Bethshemesh were in th^ 
fields reaping their wheat-harvest ; and wheu 
they lifted up their eyes, and saw the ark, they 
rejoiced to see it. And the cart came into the 
field, and stood where there was a great stone« 
Then they clave the wood of the cart, and offered 
the two kine for a burnt offering unto the Lord, 
And the Levites took down the ark of the Lord, 
and the box that was with it, in which the jewels 
of gold were, and put them on the great stone. 
And the men of Bethshemesh offered burnt joffsr- 
ings and sacrifices the same day unto the Lord. 
And when the lords of the Philistines who had 
followed the ark to the field of Bethshemesh 
had seen the offerings and sacrifices of the men 
of Israel, they returned to their own land the 
same day. 

Thus the Lord made the Philistines to fear the 
God of Israel, and to know that He alone is the 
one true God — a mighty* God and terrible* He 
had suffered them to take His holy ark from the 
children of Israel, to teach His sinful people that 
Jt could not be as a god to them, to save them 
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from their enemies. But He made the heathen 
to fear and honour the ark which He had made 
holy, that they might learn that the great God of 
heaven and earth, the God of Israel, was not as 
their idol gods, which were not gods, but images 
of wood and stone. 

While the ark remained on the great stone in 
the field near Bethshemesh, the men of that city 
came and looked within the ark. Then the 
Lord smote many of them, and they died ; for He 
had commanded that no one who was not of the 
fiunily of Aaron, should dare to look upon the 
ark, or upon the holy things that were with the 
ark. 

Thus the Lord taught His sinful and rebellious 
people, that though the ark of the covenant was 
not to be as a god to them to protect them, or 
destroy their enemies when they willed, that yet 
it was holy to the Lord their God, and was to be 
honoured for His sake who had made it holy. 

Then the men of Bethshemesh said, ^^ Who is 
able to stand before this holy Lord God?'^ And 
they sent messengers to the inhsfclXax^'s. ^S^^^Kst- 
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jath-Jearim, another city of the tribe of Judah^ 
saying, "The Philistines have brought again the 
ark of the Lord : come ye down and fetch it up 
to you/' And the men of Kirjath-Jearim came 
and fetched up the ark of the Lord, and brought 
it to the house of Abinadab in the hill, and sancti- 
fied Eleazar his son to keep the ark of theLord, 

I Samuel t. vi. vii. 

The heathen, are all nations which are not numbered among 
God's chosen people. All nations besides the children of Israel 
were called heathen before the coming of our Lord ; now all 
nations who are not CSiristians are called heathen, because Chris- 
tians are now the true Israel, or chosen people of the Lord. 



THE REPENTANCE OF ISRAEL UNDER THE PRO- 
PHET SAMUEL, AND THEIR DELIVERANCE FROM 
THE PHILISTINES. 

About After the ark of the Lord had been sent back 
112H. by the Philistines to the land of Israel, many of 
^^ the people still hardened their hearts against the 
^^ Lord, and served other gods — the idol-gods of the 
mbeathen. 
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For twenty years they continued to live in sin 
and disobedience^ and the Philistines still op- 
pressed them. But at length they grew weary of 
their evil way; they found that it was an evil 
thing and bitter to have forsaken the Lord their 
Gk>d; and ^^all the house of Israel lamented after 
the Lord.'' Then they turned to hearken to the 
words of Samuel^ the prophet of the Lord. For 
Samuel had spoken to all the house of Israel, and 
said^ that if they would return unto the Lord with 
all their hearts^ and put away the strange gods 
from among them^ and prepare their hearts unto 
the Lord, and serve Him only, He would deliver 
them out of the hand of the Philistines. So the 
children of Israel put away from them the idol- 
gods of the heathen — Baalim and Ashtaroth, and 
served the Lord only. Then Samuel gathered ^^^^ 
the elders and all the people together to a solemn ii'os. 
assembly at Mizpeh. And all the people fasted 
before the Lord that day, and confessed their 
sins, saying, *^ We have sinned against the Lord." 
And Samuel prayed to the Lord for them. 

When the Philistines heard that iViwfc \«%!2civK^ 
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were gathered together at Mizpeh^ they went up 
quickly agsdnst them with their army. Then the 
children of Israel were greatly afraid^ and they 
said to Samuel, ^^ Cease not to cry unto the Lord 
our God for us, that He will save us out of the 
hand of the Philistines/^ So Samuel took a 
lamb, and offered it for a burnt offering to the 
Lord ; and he cried unto the Lord for IsraeL 

And while Samuel was offering up the burnt 
offering, the Philistines drew near to battle against 
IsraeL Then the Lord thundered with a great 
thunder upon the Philistines, and filled their hearts 
with fear, so that they could not stand before His 
people. And the men of Israel went out from 
Mizpeh, and pursued the Philistines, and slew 
many of them. 

So the Philistines were subdued; and for a 
long time they came no more into the land of 
IsraeL And the cities which they had taken from 
the children of Israel were restored to them ; and 
all the land was delivered out of the hand of the 
Philistines. 

Then Samuel ruled in peace over all Israel as 
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chief judge. And every year he went to Bethel^ 
and Gilgal^ and Mizpeh^ that he might judge the 
children of Israel in those parts of the land ; but 
his own home was at Ramah, and there also he 
judged Israel. All those who had committed 
great sins against the Lord, were brought before 
Samuel to be judged by him. And when the 
judges who were in every city could not decide in 
a dispute^ because it was too hard for them ; or if 
the people thought that they had judged wrongly, 
they came before Samuel, and he did justice, and 
judged according to the law of the Lord. 

] Samuel vii. 

To lament, is to weep and grieve for the loss of a thing. To 
lament after the Lord, was to grieve that they had lost the favour 
of the Lord, and to desire to regain it. 

To restore, is to give back. 



Otjapter <ttJ5. 

THE SIN OF ISRAEL IN DESIRING TO HAVE A 
KING LIKE THE HEATHEN. 

Whbn Samuel had grown old, he made his two About 

sons^ Joel and Abiah, judges over l«,i^^V% ^\A\Nfc V!^^, 
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placed them in Beersheba, in the south border of 
the tribe of Judah. But the sons of Samuel did 
not walk in the ways of their father; for they did 
not serve the Lord with a perfect heart, and deal 
justly and truly with the people over whom they 
were placed. They loved money more than truth 
and justice ; they took bribes and gifts from the 
people whom they judged^ and gave wrong judg- 
ment for the sake of gain. 

Then all the elders of Israel gathered themselves 
together^ and came to Samuel to Ramah^ and 
said; ^^ Behold^ thou art old, and thy sons walk 
not in thy ways ; now make us a king to judge 
us like all the nations.'^ 

Samuel was much displeased at the words of the 
elders of Israel; for it seemed to him an evil thing 
that the Lord's people should seek to be as the 
heathen nations that were round about them^ and 
to have a king to rule over them ; because the Lord 
Himself was now their king. Then he prayed to 
the Lord to show him what he should do. And 
the Lord said that Samuel should do as the people 
required^ and give them a king; but He commanded 
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him first to warn them^ and show them how evil 
a thing it was that they desired. 

Then Samuel spoke to all the people as the 
Lord had commanded, but they would not listen 
to his words. They said that they would have a 
king over them^ that they might be like other 
nations ; and that their king might judge them, 
and go out before them to fight their battles. 
Then Samuel again asked counsel of the Lord, 
and the Lord said that he should hearken to their 
voice^ and make them a king. So he told the 
elders of Israel what the Lord had said, and sent 
them away. And they returned every man to his 
own city. 

Thus the children of Israel " rejected the Lord f 
they wished to have one from among their bre- 
thren to rule over them and be their king, instead 
of the Lord their God. They chose rather to 
trust in man, than in the unseen God. They 
thought it better to have a king, like the heathen 
nations, to whom they should look in time of 
trouble to lead them in their battles, and to judge 
them^ rather than to trust to the L^xd \.^ tnSSr. 
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them from His throne in heaven, and to save them 
from their enemies. Perhaps, also, in the secret 
wickedness of their evil hearts, they thought to 
have more liberty to do what was right in their 
own eyes, when the great and holy Lord God 
should no longer be their king. 

As their fathers in the wilderness had turned 
from the bread from heaven with which God 
fed them day by day, and longed for the flesh- 
pots of Egypt, and the food of the heathen, so 
now the children of Israel grew weary of God's 
holy rule, and wished for a king like other nations. 
And the Lord in His anger gave them that which 
they sought. He gave them a king after their 
own heart. 

1 Samuel viii. 



A biibe is money, or any othei^ gift, which is offered to a man 
lum do what is not right. 

is to cast off, or put away from us. 
is freedom. Men have liberty to do what they like 
lone restrains them or keeps them from doing it. 




CALL OF SAUL TO BE KING. 11 



(tttajtet (ttlJI. 

THE CALL OF SAUL, THE SON OF KISH, TO BE KING 
OVER ISRAEL. 

After the elders of Israel had refused to hearken b.c. 
to the words of Samuel, and had said that they ^^^* 
would have a king like the heathen nations, the 
Lord told Samuel that He would send to him 
one whom he should anoint to be king over His 
people. 

And on the morrow there came to Ramah a 
man of the tribe of Benjamin, whose name was 
Saul. ''Saul was a choice young man, and a 
goodly ; and there was not among the children of 
Israel a goodlier person than he : from his shoul- 
ders and upwards he was higher than any of the 
people.^' The asses of Kish, the father of Saul, had 
been lost, and Saul had been sent forth, with one 
of his father's servants, to seek them. He had 
sought them for three days, but had not found 
them. And as he was returning again to his 
father's home, he turned aside to Ramah, where 
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the prophet Samuel dwelt, that he might inqui] 
the way that he should go. 

When Saul and his servant had entered into tl 
city, Samuel saw them coming, for he had goi 
forth from his house to offer a sacrifice to tl 
Lord. Then the Lord said to him, ^^ Behold tl 
man that I spake to thee of: the same shall ru 
over my people.^^ And Saul drew near to Samuc 
and asked him the way to the house of the See 
or prophet of the Lord, who dwelt there. Ar 
Samuel answered, " I am the Seer.'* And he sa 
to Saul, ^^ As for thine asses that were lost thn 
days ago, set not thy mind on them, for they a 
found. And on whom is all the desire of Israe 
Is it not on thee, and on all thy father's house' 
And Saul answered and said, ^^Am not I a Benj 
mite, of the smallest of the tribes of Israel? ar 
my family the least of all the families of tl 
tribes of Benjamin ? Wherefore speakest thou i 

me?'* 
ow there was a feast that day in the city 
; and Samuel said that Saul should con 
le feast, and should remain with him till tl 
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morrow. So he took Saul and his servant^ and 
made them sit in the chiefest place among them 
.that were bidden ; and he ordered the servants to 
place before Saul the choicest portion of the 
meat. And after they had eaten^ Samuel brought 
Saul to his own home, and he talked with him on 
the top of his house. 

And on the morrow, Saul and his servant arose 
early in the morning, and Samuel went forth with 
them through the city to bring them on their way« 
And as they were going, Samuel said to Saul, 
'^ Bid the servant pass on before us, but stand 
thou still awhile that I may show thee the word 
of God.'' Then he took a vial of oil, and poured 
it upon Saul's head, and kissed him, and said, 
^^Is it not because the Lord hath anointed thee to 
be captain over His inheritance ?" 

Then Samuel gave Saul three signs by which 
he might know that all his words were true, and 
that all that he had said would come to pass. He 
said, that when Saul had gone on his way, 
first he should find two men by Rachel's sepul- 
chre^ who should tell him that the asses were 
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found, and that his fiither was now sorrowing for 
him his son. And then, as he went forward from 
thence, there should meet him three men going up. 
to Bethel with three kids, and three loaves of 
bread, and he said that they would salute Saul, and 
give him two loaves. And after that, when he 
should have come near to the place called Geba, 
or the hill of God, he should meet a company of 
prophets coming down from the high place where 
they worshipped God, with instruments of music, 
a psaltery, and a tabret, and a pipe, and a harp 
before them; and they should prophesy* And 
he said that the Spirit of the Lord should then 
come upon Saul, and he would prophesy with the 
prophets, and should be turned into another man. 
Then Samuel said to Saul, ^^ When these signs 
are come unto thee, do thou as occasion serve 
thee ; for God is with thee. And thou shalt go 
^^^wn before me to Gilgal, and behold I will come 
^^^■irn unto thee to offer burnt offerings, and to 
^Hifice sacrifices of peace offerings : seven days 
Bit thou tarry, till I come to thee, and show 
MU what thou shalt do.'' 
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^^ And it was so, that when Saul had turned his 
back to go firom Samuel, God gave him another 
heart; and all those signs came to pass that day/' 
And when he had come to the hill, a company 
of prophets met him, as Samuel had said ; ^^and 
the Spirit of God came upon him, and he pro- 
phesied among them," — he joined with them in 
praising God with psalms and hymns. 

And when the people that knew Saul before, 
saw that he prophesied among the prophets, they 
mdd one to another, ^^ What is this that is come 
to the son of Kish? Is Saul also among the 
prophets?" 

1 Samuel ix. x. 

A Mer, was a person to whom God gave power to see or know 
things whieh would come to pass at a futore time; prophets were 
at me time always called seers by the men of Israel. 

To safaite a person, is to greet him with kind words on meet- 
ing lum, or to show some signs of respect if the person is of higher 
nmk. * God be with you," or " Grood day to you," are words of 
salotation ; to take off the hat, or to bow the head, are signs of 
Bahitatio& and respect 

To tarry, is to stay or wait. 

NoTB. — The company of prophets whom Saul isvel, n«\\^ \»x^- 
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phesied with instruments of music, were persons who tived to- 
gether, and spent their time chiefly in studying the law of God 
and the words of His prophets, and in singing psahns and hymns. 
They formed a kind of school in which the young were trained in 
the knowledge of God, and in the way in which they ought to 
worship Him. They are called prophets, although they were 
not themselves inspired to foretel the things which Grod pur- 
posed to do. They had this name given to them because 
they declared the will of Gk>d as it was revealed in His inspired 
word, or told of all His greatness and His mighty works, in psalms 
and hymns. They were said to "prophesy" when they sang 
hymns and psalms to God, and declared His will. 

The words "prophet" and " prophecy" are used in this sense 
several times in the Old Testament. See 1 Sam. xix. 20, 21. 
1 Chron. xxv. 1, 2, 3. 6. Also in 1 Kings xviii. 29, the same 
word is used of the words of prayer and praise which the false 
prophets of Baal offered up to their idol gods. In the New Tes- 
tament it is also sometimes used in this sense of speaking the 
praises of God. See 1 Cor. xi. 4. 

The schools of the prophets, as they existed at a later period 
in Israel, are spoken of in 2 Kings ii. a 5 ; whence it appears that 
at that time God did make known to them, on some occasions, the 
things which He was about to do : probably by some inspired 
prophet, who dwelt among them, and whose disciples they were. 
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THE CALL OF SAUL TO BE KING OVER ISRAEL 
CONFIRMED BEFORE ALL THE PEOPLE. 

About 

After Samuel had anointed Saul to be king over >^- 
Israel^ he called together all the children of Israel 
unto the Lord to Mizpeh. Then he said to all 
the people^ '^ Thus saith the Lord God of Israel : 
I brought up Israel out of Egypt^ and delivered 
you out of the hand of the Egyptians, and out 
of the hand of all kingdoms, and of them that 
oppressed you; and ye have this day rejected 
your God, who Himself saved you out of all 
your adversities and your tribulations; and ye 
have said unto Him, Nay, but set a king over 
U8. Now therefore present yourselves before the 
Lord by your tribes and by your thousands/^ 

And when Samuel had caused all the tribes of 
Israel to come near, he cast their lots before the 
Lord to know which tribe the Lord would take ; 
and the tribe of Benjamin was taken. Then he 
caused the tribe of Benjamin to come neat b^ \!cs&\s. 
G 2 
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^milies^ and the iaSwai Ibcrintdken; and 
ot the ftmOr of Mtfx^ tfe loC ML vpon Sanl, the 
son of Kisfal And wbea they aou^ far Saul he 
could not be famd. TiKn dicy imnii c d of the 
Lord, if Saol abould yet tnoM ti»e; and the 
Lord dftowed them the phrr wiKie he was ; for 
he had hidden himadf. So dMT lan and hvooght 
him forth from the plaoe wlKve he was hidden. 
^' And when Sanl stood among tiie peofde, he 
was hi^ier than ai^ of tiie peqple from his 
shoulders opwards.^ 

Then Samuel said to all the people, ^ See ye 
him whom the Lord hath chosen, that there is 
ae like him among all the peoj^e ?^ And all 
people shouted and said, ^God save the 

Then Samuel told the people the manner of the 

|.explained the duties of the king, 

: to which he should govern 

the words in a book, and 

I the Lord. 

sent all the people away, every 

house. And Saul also went to 
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his own home in Gibeah in the tribe of Benjamin. 
^ And there went with Saul a band of men whose 
hearts the Lord had touched;'' they were moved 
by God to love and honour him, whom He had 
chosen to be their king. But the children of 
Belial^ the evil and lawless among the men of 
Israel, mocked at Saul, and said, ^^ How shall this 
man save us?" And they despised him, and 
brought him no presents. But Saul held his 
peace; he behaved wisely, and did not answer 
them nor complain. 

1 Samuel x. 

Belial is a Hebrew word which means a wicked or worthless 
man. Henee bad or worthless persons were called sons of Belial, 
or €liildien of Bdial, The sons of Eli are called sons of Belial, 
1 Sam. ii. 12. See also Dent. xiu. 13. 1 Sam. i 16 ; xxv. 17 ; 
xxz, 22. 1 Kings xzi. 10, &c. 



THE ESTABLISHMENT OF SAUL'S KINGDOM, AND 
THE SPEECH OF SAMUEL TO THE MEN OF ISRAEL. 

After Saul had been chosen to be king over b.c. 
Israel^ Nahash, the king of the AmiSLWJcC^'^^^^iWssNR. ^^"^ 
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up into the land of the tribe of Qmiy and en* 
camped against the dty of Jabeah-Gikad. Then 
the men of Jabeah-Gilead sent meaaei^en 
throughout the land of Israel, to call the diildren 
of Israel to come and help them against Nahaah, 
the Ammonite. For Nahash had said, that he 
would thrust out all their right eyes, and make 
them serve him. And the messengers came to 
Gibeah^ where Saul was. 

And when Saul heard die tidings of the men 
of Jabesh^ the Spirit of God came upon him, and 
his anger was kindled greatly. And he took a 
yoke of oxen, and slew them, and cut them in 
pieces, and sent the pieces throughout aU the land 
of Israel, by the hands of messengers, saying, 
^'Whosoever cometh not forth after Saul and 
Samuel, so shall it be done unto his oxen.'' 
Then the fear of the Lord fell upon the people, 
and they came out with one consent. And wher 
they were gathered together in Bezek, Saul topi 
the number of the men of Israel; and there wei 
y thousand of the tribe of Judah, and of tl 
^her tribes three hundred thousand. 



I^^the I 
^bhirt; 
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On the morrow Saul divided his army into 
three companies, and early in the morning he 
attacked the host of the Ammonites, and slew 
them until the heat of the day. And those who 
remained alive fled away in fear to their own 
land. 

Then the men of Israel said to Samuel, ^^ Who 
is he that said. Shall Saul reign over us ? bring 
the men, that we may put them to death/' But 
Saul said, ^^ There shall not a man be put to 
death this day : for to-day the Lord hath wrought 
salvation in Israel.^' 

Then Samuel said to the men of Israel, ^^ Come, 
and let us go to Gilgal, and renew the kingdom 
there.'* **And all the people went to Gilgal; 
and there they made Saul king before the Lord 
in Gilgal ; and there they sacrificed sacrifices of 
peace offerings before the Lord. And Saul and 
all the men of Israel rejoiced greatly/' 

And when Saul had been made king over all 
the people of Israel, Samuel gave up into the 
hands of Saul the power which he had as chief 
judge in IsraeL And he stood up before i& 
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Israel who were there gathered together, and said, 
f^ Behold, I have hearkened unto your voice, and 
have made a king over you. And now, behold, 
the king walketh before you ; and I am old and 
greyheaded ; and, behold, my sons are with you/' 

The elders of Israel had reproached Samuel 
with the sins of his sons, and therefore he now 
reminded the people that his sons were among 
them, and were as themselves, and might be ac- 
cused before the king, and punished if they 
i^inned again. Samuel had not, like Eli, made 
the sins of his sons to be his sins, by suffering 
them to go on unpunished in an evil way ; for he 
had taken from them the power and authority of 
a judge, when he heard that they acted wrongly 
and dealt unjustly with the people. 

And Samuel said, ^^ Behold, here I am: wit- 
ness against me before the Lord, and before His 
anointed: whom have I defrauded? whom have 
I oppressed ?'* Then the people answered, ** Thou 
hast not defrauded us, nor oppressed us.*' 

Then Samuel reminded the men of Israel of all 
tAe mighty works which the Lord had done for 
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them and for their fiithers. He spoke to them of 
all the goodness of the Lord in bringing them 
forth from the land of Egypt and the power of 
Pharaoh^ to give them that land in which they 
now dwelt. Then he showed them, that though 
the Lord had delivered them into the hand of 
their enemies when they had sinned against Him 
and worshipped idols. He had yet hearkened to 
their cry when they repented of their sin, and 
had saved them by the hand of His servants 
Gideon and Jephthah, and others, whom He had 
raised up fit)m among them. And he told them 
that their wickedness had been great in asking 
tar a king to reign over them, when the Lord 
their Ood was their king. 

Then Samuel said that he would call unto the 
Lord to send thunder from heaven that day, that 
they might perceive how great their sin was in 
the sight of the Lord. So he called unto the 
Lord ; and the Lord sent thunder and rain that 
day : and all the people greatly feared the Lord 
and Samuel. And they said to Samuel, ^^Pray 
for thy servants unto the Lord thy God^lV^a^.^^ 
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die not : for we have added unto all our sins this 
evil, to ask us a king/^ 

Then Samuel bade the people not despair, as 
if the Lord had now cast them off for ever, but 
serve the Lord with all their hearts. He told 
them that the Lord would not forsake His people 
for His great name's sake, because it had pleased 
Him to make them His people. And he said, ^^ As 
for me, God forbid that I should sin against the 
Lord in ceasing to pray for you ; but I will teach 
you the good and the right way. Only fear the 
Lord, and serve Him in truth with all your heart : 
for consider how great thinga He hath done for 
you. But if ye shall still do wickedly, ye shall 
be consumed, both ye and your king.'' 

Then the people departed every man to his 
own home. 

1 Samuel xi. xii. 

Salvation is safety or deliverance. 

To witness, or to bear witness, is to show, to declare, to tell 
publicly. 

To defraud, is to take, or to receive any thing from a person 
unjustly or dishonestly. 

To reproach, is to blame a person, or find fault with him in an 
angry or unkind way. 
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THE TRIAL OF SAUL. 

Some years after Saul had been made king of 
Israel, he chose three thousand of the bravest 
of the men of Israel, and divided them into two 
bands. He made Jonathan, his son, captain over 
one thousand, who were in Gibeah, the other band 
remained with himself in Mich mash, and in Mount 
Bethel. 

Now the Philistines had possession of a city on 
a hill in the land of the tribe of Benjamin, called 
Gteba, near to Gibeah. And while Saul was at 
Bethel, Jonathan went forth with his men from 
Gibeah against these Philistines, and drove them 
from the hill-fort and destroyed them. Then Saul 
caused trumpets to be sounded throughout the 
land of Israel, to tell the people of the victory ; 
and he commanded them to come to him to 
Gilgal. 

When the Philistines heard what Saul and 
Jonathan had done, they came up a@ai\N&^ ^3ql^ 
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people of Israel with thirty thousand chariots^ 
and six thousand horsemen^ and a great army, as 
the sand which is on the sea-shore in multitude. 
And they pitched their camp in the land of Israel 
at Michmash, which was not far from the place 
where Saul was with his army. And when the 
men of Israel saw the great army of the Philis- 
tines, they were afraid, and they hid themselves in 
caves, and in thickets, and in rocks, and in high 
places, and in pits. But Saul remained in Gilgal, 
and the men of his army followed him trembling. 
Now before Saul went forth to battle, it was neces- 
sary that a burnt sacrifice should be offered to the 
Lord with prayer and suppUcation, that He might 
bless them in their warfare, and give them the vic- 
tory. But Priests and Levites only, or those who 
were specially commanded by God to do so, might 
offer sacrifice. And Saul had no leave to offer 
sacrifice. Samuel had told Saul that he would 
come to Gilgal to offer burnt offerings and sacri- 
fices unto the Lord for him, and he had said that 
Saul must wait for him seven days, until he should 
come and show him what he should do. There^ 
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fore Saul waited seven days in Oilgal : but while 
he waited^ his people began to fall away from him^ 
for they feared the great army of the Philistines^ 
with their chariots and their horsemen. But though 
he saw his army becoming less and less^ and 
wished to go forth at once against the enemy, 
he obeyed the command of God, and waited the 
appointed time. 

But when the seven days were over Samuel did 
not come. This was a trial of the faith of Saul ; 
and his fidth failed under the trial. As soon as 
the set time was ended, he grew impatient, and 
would wait no longer. He determined to do what 
he could not do without a great sin, to offer the 
sacrifice himself. Saul had no excuse for doing 
this. He might have waited still for Samuel. 
For he was God's servant; he had been called 
by God to be king over His people, and lead them 
in their battles, and therefore he might have safely 
trusted that God would give him the victory over 
his enemies in His own way, and in His own time. 
Hitherto God had preserved him, and watched 
over him ; though the Philistines were near him. 
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with their great army, and SauPs people were few, 
and badly armed, and in fear, yet the Philistines 
had not attacked them. He who had kept him 
safely for seven days, could have kept him on the 
eighth. He who could give him the victory with 
the six hundred men who now remained with him, 
could have given him the victory as easily with 
sixty, or with six. Or if not, it would have been 
far better for Saul to have been conquered by 
the Philistines, than to have sinned against God. 

But Saul had not the fear of God in his heart. 
He resolved to take upon himself the office of 
priest or prophet, to which he had not been called. 
He said to his men, ^^ Bring hither a burnt 
offering to me, and peace ofierings.^^ ^^ And he 
offered the burnt offerings.^' 

Now if Sattl had waited one hour more, he 
would have been saved from this sin. If he had 
had faith to trust in God beyond the set tiioae of 
seven days, his faith would have been at once 
rewarded. For ^^ it came to pass that as soon as 
he had made an end of offering the burnt offering, 
behold Sanjuel came." 
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Then Saul went out to meet Samuel* And 
Samuel said, "What hast thou done?'' Saul 
answered, ^^ Because I saw that the people were 
scattered from me, and that thou camest not 
within the days appointed ; therefore said I, The 
Philistines will come down now upon me to Gil- 
gal, and I have not made supplication unto the 
Lord : I forced myself therefore, and offered a 
burnt offering." 

Then Samuel said to Saul, "Thou hast done 
foolishly : thou hast not kept the commandment 
of the Lord thy God which He commanded thee : 
for now would the Lord have established thy 
kingdom upon Israel for ever. But now thy 
kingdom shall not continue: the Lord hath 
sought Him a man after His own heart, and the 
Lord hath commanded him to be captain over His 
people, because thou hast not kept that which the 
Lord commanded thee.'' 

Then Samuel turned and went away from 
Gilgal. 

1 Samuel xiii. 
Supplication, ia a prayer or earnest request. 
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To appoint a time, is to fix or determine a time. To appoint a 
person to a place, is to fix or determine that he shall have that 
place. 

To establish, is to fix and settle firmly. To establish the 
kingdom of Saul for ever, was to secure that he and his children 
after him should rule as kings over IsraeL 



Cttaptet QtVM. 

THE FAITH OF JONATHAN THE SON OF SAUL, AND 
THE OVERTHROW OF THE PHILISTINES. 

When Samuel had rebuked the sin of Saul in 
taking upon himself to offer the burnt offering, 
and had turned from him and departed, Saul 
did not dare to go forth against the Philistines. 
He feared that God would not now be with him, 
because he had done wickedly, and had disobeyed 
the command of the Lord. Therefore he went 
from Gilgal to Gibeah, which was a strong city 
among the mountains of the land of Benjamin ; 
and Jonathan his son, and six hundred men, 
followed him. 

Then the Philistines sent forth from their camp 
at Michmash three companies, to spoil the land 
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of the children of Israel^ and take their goods and 
their cattle. And the spoilers went forth three 
different ways — ^to the norths and to the souths 
and to the west. 

The Philistines kept the pass of Michmash with 
their army for a long time ; and the men of Israel 
did not dare to go forth to their work and their 
labour^ but remained hidden among the moun- 
tains^ because of the spoilers who went forth from 
the camp of the Philistines. So there was distress 
and fear throughout the land of Israel. And Saul 
remained at Oibeah with Jonathan his son ; and 
about six hundred men of war were with him. 

Now while Saul was shut up in Gibeah, Jona- 
than his son went forth secretly, with the young 
man who bore his armour, towards the camp of 
the Philistines; and he said to his armour-bearer, 
^ Come, and let us go over to the garrison of the 
undrcomcised : it may be that the Lord will work 
for us 5 for there is no restraint to the Lord to save 
by many or by few.'' And the young man an- 
swered, ^^ Do all that is in thy heart : behold, I 
am with thee according to thy heart*'* S^ ^h^K^ 



I 
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went onward till they came to a rock in front of 
the camp of the Philistines^ and a company of the 
Philistines was on the rock, to keep the way to 
the camp. And when the Philistines saw them, 
they said, " Behold, the Hebrews come forth out 
of the holes where they had hid themselves.'' And 
they mocked them, and cried out to them, "Come 
up to us, and we will show you a thing.'' Then 
Jonathan climbed up the rock upon his hands and 
his feet, and his armour-bearer after him. And 
when he had come to the top, he attacked the 
Philistines, and they fell before him. And Jona- 
than and his armour-bearer slew there twenty men. 

Then the Lord filled the hearts of the Philis- 
tines who were in the camp below with fear. 
*^ And there was great trembling throughout all 
the host of the Philistines ; the men of war who 
kept the camp, and the spoilers, trembled ; and 
the earth quaked." And God set the men of 
war, who were in the Philistine camp, one against 
another ; and they fought against one another in 
their fear. 

And when the men of Saul's army who watched 
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in Gibeah^ looked forth and saw there was a great 
tumult in the camp of the Philistines^ and that 
the multitude was melting away^ they told Saul. 
Then Saul gathered his men together, and went 
forth against the Philistines, and he overcame 
them; for the Lord had set every man's hand 
against his fellow. And when the men of Israel, 
who had hid themselves in caves, and in thickets, 
and in rocks, and in high places, saw that the 
Philistines fled before Saul, they came forth and 
followed after them. And they smote the Philis- 
tines that day from Michmash to Aijalon, and 
there was a very great slaughter. And those who 
escaped returned to their own land. 

After Saul had driven back the Philistines from 
the land of Israel, he fought against all his ene- 
mies on every side, against Moab, and against the 
diildren of Ammon, and against Edom. And he 
overcame them all, and delivered Israel out of the 
hand of them that spoiled them. 
1 Samuel xiii. xiv. 

A panmon, is a company of soldiers whose duty it is to defend 
ft ^aee from being taken by an epemy. 

h2 
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Uncircmncised, is not circnmcised. The Philistmes^and other 
heathen nations^ were nncurcumcised. Jonathan, and otiiar 
faithful men of Israel who trosted in the Lord, called them hy 
this name, to remind themselves that the heathen were not, as 
they were, marked and signed by circumcision as God's own 
people, and having the promise of his protection ; and that, 
therefore, they need not fear them. 

A restraint, is any thing which restrains us firom doing a thing. 
Men are restrained by want of power from doing many things ; 
but there is no restraint to .^e Lord, for He can do all things. 
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THE SECOND TRIAL OF SAUL, AND HIS FINAL 
REJECTION. 

After Saul had overcome the Philistines at Mid 
mash, and had delivered the land of Israel fro 
all their enemies that were round about, he co 
tinued to war against the Philistines. And Si 
strengthened bis army with all the strong i 
valiant men in Israel. 

And after awhile the Lord again tried Saul, 

ved him, to know whether he would yet feaj 

his Ood^ and obey His voice. Samue? 
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prophet of the Lord came to Saul^ and said^ ^^ The 
Lord sent me to anoint thee to be king over his 
people ; now, therefore, hearken to the voice of the 
Lord. Thus saith the Lord of Hosts, I remember 
that which Amalek did to Israel, how he laid wait 
for him in the way when he came up from Egypt. 
Now go and smite Amalek, and utterly destroy 
vail that they have, and spare them not; but slay 
both man and woman, infant and suckling, ox 
and sheep, camel and ass." 

Saul was now chosen by God .to be His instru- 
ment to punish the wicked people of Amalek. 
Four hundred years before this time, the Ama- 
lekites had sought to destroy the children of 
Israel in the wilderness. Therefore the Lord had 
said that He would destroy their nation, because 
they had set themselves against Him, and had 
fought against His people whom He was leading 
forth from the land of Egypt to the land which 
He had promised them. 

Then Saul gathered together his men of war — ^two 
himdred thousand men, besides ten thousand men 
of Judah — and went forth aga\xv&\,\Xv^ KrasS^^^K^j^i^^ 
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as the Lord had commanded. And he overcame 
them ; and he utterly destroyed aU the people wit! 
the edge of the sword. But he spared Agag, the 
king of the Amalekites, and the best of the Sheep 
and of the oxen, and all that was good : these he 
would not utterly destroy ; but every thing thai 
was vile and worthless he and his men of wai 
destroyed utterly. 

Then the word of the Lord came to Samuel 
saying, " It repenteth me that I have set up Saa 
to be king, because he is tiumed back from fol- 
lowing me, and hath not performed my com- 
mandments.'^ And it grieved Samuel; and he 
cried unto the Lord all night. 

And on the morrow Samuel arose early in the 
morning, and went forth to meet Saul. And 
when he had come to Gilgal, where Saul was. 
Saul said to him, <^ Blessed be thou of the Lord 
I have performed the commandment of the Lord.* 
And Samuel said, "What meaneth then this 
bleating of the sheep in mine ears, and the lowing 
the oxen which I hear?'' And Saul said^ 
J%ejr have brought them from the Amalekites : 
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for the people spared the best of the sheep, and 
of the oxen, to sacrifice unto the Lord thy God; 
and the rest we have utterly destroyed/' 

Then Samuel said to Saul, <^ Stay and I will tell 
thee what the Lord hath said to me this night. 
When thou wast httle in thine own sight, wast 
thou not made the head of all the tribes of Israel, 
and the Lord anointed thee king over Israel? 
And the Lord sent thee on a journey, and said. 
Go and utterly destroy the sinners the Amalekites, 
and fight against them until they be consumed. 
Wherefore then didst thou not obey the voice of 
the Lord, but didst fly upon the spoil, and didst 
evil in the sight of the Lord?'^ And Saul an- 
swered, **Yea, I have obeyed the voice of the 
Lord, and have gone the way which the Lord 
sent me, and have brought Agag the king of 
Amalek, and have utterly destroyed the Ama- 
lekites. But the people took of the spoil, sheep 
and oxen, the chief of the things which should 
have been utterly destroyed, to sacrifice unto the 
Lord thy God in Gilgal."' 

Then Samuel said, " Hath the Loti "^ ^^^ 
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delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as in 
obeying the voice of the Lord ? Behold^ to obey 
is better than sacrifice^ and to hearken than the 
feA of rams. Because thou hast rejected the 
word of the Lord^ He hath also rejected thee 
from being king/* 

Then Saul said to Samuel^ ^^I have sinned: 
for I have transgressed the commandment of the 
Lord^ and thy words : because I feared the people, 
and obeyed their voice. Now, therefore, I pray 
thee, pardon my sin, and turn again with me 
to worship the Lord/' And as Samuel turned 
about to go away, Saul laid hold upon the skirt 
of his mantle, and it rent* And Samuel said, 
" The Lord hath rent the kingdom of Israel from 
thee this day, and hath given it to a neighbour of 
thine that is better than thou/* Then Saul said, 
"I have sinned: yet honour me, I pray tiiee, 
before the elders of my people, and before Israel, 
and turn again with me that I may worship the 
Lord thy God." So Samuel turned again after 
Sau]j and Saul worshipped the Lord. 
AAer this Samuel returned lo RamaU where 
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he dwelt. '^And he came no more to see Saul 
until the day of his death ; nevertheless Samuel 
mourned for Saul. And the Lord repented that 
he had made Saul king over Israel.^' 

1 Samuel xy. 

To repent, is to change the purpose of the heart ; it is generally 
noed to express the taming from evil to good. God is said to re- 
pent when His purpose towards men is changed. God speaks of 
Himself in Holy Scripture as if He were like men, in order that 
men may better understand His dealings with them. Thus it is 
said often that ''Gk>d was angry," that ^ Gk>d was grieved," and 
that *^ God repented ;" not that the Lord God of heaven can be 
really angry or sony, or can change His mind as man ; but that 
these words best explain to us the way in which our conduct may 
cause Gtod to change His purpose towards us. When it is said 
tliat God ^repented that He had made Saul king over Israel," 
it is meant that Saul had not obeyed Him and done His will with 
a-perfeet heart, and did not deserve to have been made king, and 
that God would therefore take the kingdom from him and his 
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THE CHARACTER OF SAUL AND THE NATURE OF 
HIS SIN. 

Saul had now a second time failed under trial ; 

he had again done wickedly, and d\&<^\i^'^^^ "^^^^ 
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commandment of the Lord. Thus he finally lost 
God's favour, and forfeited his kingdom. 

Had Saul truly repented of his old sin, and 
obeyed the Lord with an earnest heart and humble 
faith, when God again made trial of his obedience, 
he might have won mercy, and have been for- 
given. But now that he had again rejected the 
Lord, by slighting His command, the Lord finally 
rejected him from being king over His people. 
The kingdom was to be taken from Saul and his 
family, and given to one that was better than 
him. 

The sin of Saul was great in the sight of God, 
because he had been made king over Israel, and 
had had great gifts and power given to him, not 
that he might do his own will, but that he might 
do the will of God. Though he was ruler over 
the people of Israel, he was the servant of the 
Lord, and bound to use his power for Grod's 
glory. When God gave him a command, it was 
his duty to obey it strictly and at once. He had 
to do what God commanded, not what he himself 
thought to be best. To refuse thus to obey God, 
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was to rebel against Him, to reject Him from 
being his Lord. 

Now Saul did obey the greater part of the com- 
mand of Ood, who bade him go forth with his 
army, and destroy the sinners, the Amalekites, 
and all that they had. He had gone forth at 
once against them, and had destroyed them all, 
except only Agag their king; and he had de- 
stroyed all their cattle and their goods, except 
some of the best, which he kept to offer as a 
sacrifice to God. But in this was his sin, that 
he wished to serve Ood in his own way, and not 
in the way which God had commanded. He 
obeyed so much of the command as he thought 
right, and then he stopped short, and did some- 
thing else instead, which he thought better. He 
thought that he had done enough, and therefore 
he said to Samuel, that he had obeyed the voice 
of the Lord. But Samuel said, that he had re- 
belled against God, and not obeyed Him : for 
such obedience was disobedience. 

Such was the nature of SauFs sin ; he did not 
openly rebel against God, and say that Vv^ ^^ssi^^ 



108 CHARACTER OF SAUL. 

not obey Him ; but he did not fear the Lord^ nor 
love Him. He did not truly wish to do God^s 
will ; and did not care for his approval. He did 
not try to serve Him in truth with a perfect 
heart. He was willing to obey God, and honour 
Him, when he could do so without loss or diffi- 
culty ; but he did not fear to disobey Him. 

On his first trial, Saul would not go forth to 
battle until he had offered sacrifice to God ; and 
he did wait for Samuel the set time of seven days ; 
but he would not wait one hour longer, nor keep 
from doing what he knew to be unlawful, when 
he thought that he had an excuse for disobe- 
dience. On his second trial he went forth boldly 
against the enemies of Israel, and destroyed them ; 
but he did not fear to break the command of God 
that he might do what the people wished. When 
Samuel told him of his sin, he sought to justify 
himself, and made excuses. And when at last 
he said that he had sinned, it was not with shame 
or sorrow. He did not repent, nor fear the wrath 
of God. He did not humble himself before the 
Lordy nor ask Samuel to pray to the Lord for 
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him. He said, "I have sinned; now therefore 
pardon my sin, and turn again with me that I 
may worship the Lord . . . Honour me now 
I pray thee before the elders of my people, and 
before Israel.'' He wished that Samuel might 
for^ve him, and turn with him to offer sacrifice, 
that he might not be dishonoured before the army 
and the eldiers of his people ; but he did not grieve 
that he had offended God, nor seek for His for- 
giveness, nor fear His wrath. 

Saul was by nature, brave, and prudent, and 
generous ; but he was not religious : he was proved 
and found wanting. He would not fear and love 
the Lord, and serve Him in truth with all his 
heart, and therefore the Lord rejected him firom 
being king over Israel. 



THE CALL OF DAVID. 

Whbn Samuel had returned to Ramah, he con- 
tinued to mourn for Saul ; he mourned Cost \&ssv 
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because he had turned back from serving 6od^ 
and had lost His favour. Then the Lord said to 
Samuel, *^ How long wilt thou mourn for Saul, 
seeing I have rejected him from reigning over 
Israel ? Fill thine horn with oil, and go, and I 
will send thee to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I 
have provided me a king among his sons.'' 

Then Samuel went down to Bethlehem, a city 
in the land of Judah, where Jesse dwelt ; and he 
took with him an heifer to sacrifice there to the 
Lord. And he told the men of Bethlehem, and 
Jesse and his sons, to sanctify themselves, and 
come forth to the sacrifice. 

When the sons of Jesse and the men of Bethle- 
hem had come forth to the sacrifice, Samuel looked 
on Eliab, the first-bom son of Jesse, and said, 
^^ Surely the Lord's anointed is before Him." 
But the Lord said to Samuel, ^^ Look not on his 
countenance, or on the height of his stature; 
because I have refused him : for the Lord seeth 
not as man seeth; for man looketh on the out- 
ward appearance^ but the Lord lookel^ on the 
heart.^^ And Jesse brought six other of his sons. 
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one by one, before the prophet; but he said, 
" The Lord hath not chosen these/^ Then Samuel 
asked if these were all the children of Jesse ; and 
Jesse said, "There remaineth yet the youngest, 
and behold, he keepeth the sheep/' Then Jesse 
sent for David, his youngest son, and brought 
him in. " Now he was ruddy, and withal of a 
beautiful countenance, and goodly to look to." 
And the Lord said, " Arise, anoint him; for this 
is he/' Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and 
anointed David. "And the Spirit of the Lord 
came upon him from thfi^ day forward." 

And when Samuel had anointed David the son 
of Jesse to be king over Israel, he returned again 
to Ramah. And David went back to keep his 
father's sheep; for he knew not when the time 
would come when the Lord would call him to 
take the kingdom. 

Saul was still the king of Israel, and until the 
Lord removed him, no other could be king. So 
David stayed contentedly among the sheepfolds : 
"his heart was not haughty, he had no proud 
looks ; he did not seek to exercise him^^ \^ 
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great matters which were too hard for him^ bat 
refrained his sotd, and kept it low." 

Now, after Saul had sinned by disobeying the 
command of 6od^ and had hardened his heart 
against the fear of 6od^ ^the Spirit of the Lord 
departed from him ; and an evil spirit from the 
Lord troubled him." Then the servants of Saul 
asked him to let them send for some one who 
could play skilfully on the harp^ that he might 
play before him ; for they thought that the sound 
of music would restore him to a better mind. 
And one of the servants said^ ^' Behold, I have 
seen a son of Jesse, the Bethlehemite, that is 
cunning in playing, and a mighty valiant man, 
and a man of war, and prudent in matters, and 
a comely person, and the Lord is with him." 

Therefore Saul sent messengers to Jesse, and 
said, " Send me David thy son, which is with the 
sheep." Then Jesse sent David his son to Saul; 
and when he had come to him, and stood before 
him, Saul loved him greatly. ^^ And it came to 

IS, when the evil spirit was upon Saul, that 
took a harp, and played with his hand; 



^■^ass, 1 
^Hkmd 



THE CALL OF DAVID* 113 

SO Saul was refreshed and was well^ and the evil 
spirit departed from him.'' 

The Spirit of the Lord was upon David ; and 
when he played on his harp and sang psalms^ 
the Holy Spirit inspired him, and filled his heart 
with holy thoughts, and his lips with holy words. 
And his sacred songs were a medicine to the 
diseased mind of Saul. 

And when Saul was well again, David returned 
to. his father Jesse in Bethlehem, in the land 
of Judah, and kept his sheep as he had done 
before. 

1 Samuel xyi. xyii. 15. Psalm cxxxi. 

Statare, is the height of a person. 

To refrain^ is to restraiiiy or govern oneself. 

Skilfully, is cleverly and well. 

Valiant is brave. 

To inspire, is to breathe into a person. The Holy Spirit is said 
to inspire a person, when He puts thoughts into his heart, or 
«iiable8 him to speak or write what he could not do of himself. 



) 
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ffljapter tStXi. 

THE FIRST TRIAL OF DAVID. 

Some years after the time when Saul, with Jona- 
than his son, overcame the Philistines at Mich- 
mash, and had driven them forth with great 
slaughter from the land of Israel, they again 
gathered together their armies to fight against 
Saul and his people. And they came up into the 
land of the tribe of Judah, and pitched their camp 
between Shochoh and Azekah. 

Then Saul called forth the men of Israel, and 
pitched his camp by the valley of Elah, over 
against the place where the Philistines were en- 
camped. 

While the two armies were drawn up in battle 
array, with the valley of Elah between them, there 
came forth a champion out of the army of the 
Philistines. And he stood and cried aloud to the 
armies of Israel, and bade them choose out a man 
from among them to come and fight with him. 
And he said^ that if the man whom the Israelites 
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should choose to be their champion should be 
able to kill him^ the Philistines would be their 
servants ; but if he prevailed over the champion of 
Israel^ then they should serve the Philistines. 
This champion of the Philistines was Goliath of 
Oath^ a mighty giant. His height was six cubits 
and a span (about eleven feet)^ and he was clothed 
in armour of brass from head to foot. And he 
cried aloud, and said, ^^I defy the armies of 
Israel this day i give me a man that he may fight 
with me.*^ 

When Saul and all Israel saw the giant Go- 
liath, and heard his words, they were greatly afraid. 
And day after day, for many days, the Philistine 
drew near, and defied the armies of Israel ; but no 
man dared to go forth to fight against him. So 
the two armies remained encamped on two hills 
over against each other, with the valley between 
tfaem« 

Now the three eldest sons of Jesse the Bethle- 
hemite were with the army of Saul ; but David, 
the youngest son, remained with his father «1 
Bethlehem. And when thcyYi.aA.'Ni^exiTWss!!:^ ^sc^^ 

I a 



116 THE PIBST TRIAL OF DAVID. 

away, Jesse called David his son, and told him to 
go to Elah, to the army of Israel, to see how his 
brethren were, and to carry provisions for them* 
So David left the sheep with a keeper, and went 
to the camp at Elah. When he came to the 
camp, the armies of Israel and of the Philistines 
were set in array against each other ; and while 
he was talking with his brethren, the champion of 
the Philistines, Goliath of 6ath, came forth and 
spoke as he had done before, an^ defied the armies 
of Israel. And the men of Israel, when they saw 
him, fled from him, and were sore afraid. 

Then David spoke to the men that stood by 
him, saying, " What shall be . done to the man 
that killeth this Philistine, and taketh away the 
reproach from Israel? for who is this unqircum- 
cised Philistine, that he should defy the armies of 
the living God?*^ And the people answered, 
" The man who killeth him, the king will enrich 
him with great riches, and will pve him his 
daughter/' And David turned to another man 
of the army, and spoke in the same way. 
When Saul heard of the words which David 
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had spoken^ he sent for him. And when David 
had been brought before him, he said to Saul^ 
^Let no man's heart fail because of him^ thy ser- 
vant will go and fight with this Hiilistine/' But 
Saul answered^ ^'Thou art not able to go against 
this Philistine to fight with him : for thou art but 
ayouth^ and he a man of war firom his youth/' 
Then David said, '* Thy servant kept his father's 
sheep, and there came a lion, and a bear, and took 
a lamb out of the flock : and I went out after 
him and smote him, and delivered it out of his 
mouth : and when he arose against me, I caught 
him by his beard, and smote him and slew him. 
Thy servant slew both the lion and the bear, and 
this uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one of 
them, seeing he hath defied the armies of the 
living €k>d. The Lord that delivered me out of 
the paw of the lion and out of the paw of the 
bear. He shall deliver me out of the hand of this 
PhiKstine." 

Then Saul said, " Go, and the Lord be with 
thee." And he armed David with his armour. 
And when David had girded on his sword^ «:cs.^ 
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was about to go forth^ he turned and said,^^ I can* 
not go with these, for I have not proved them/* 
So he put off Saul's helmet of brass, and the coat 
of mail, and laid aside his sword. And he took 
his staff in his hand, and chose him five smooth 
stones out of the brook^ and put them in his 
shepherd's bag ; and then he went f(Mrth against 
Goliath with his sling in his hand. 

When the Philistine came on, and looked about, 
and saw David, he disdained him, ^' for he was but 
a youth, and ruddy, and of a fair countenance.'' 
And he said, ^ Am I a dog, that thou comest to 
me with staves ?" And he cursed David by his 
gods, and said, " Come to me, and I will give thy 
flesh unto the fowls of the air, and to the beasts of 
the field." Then David said to the Philistine, 
" Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a 
spear, and with a shield ; but I come to thee in 
the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the 
armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied. This 
day will the Lord deliver thee into mine hand . . . 
that all the world may know that there is a God 
in Israel. And all this assembly shall know that 
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the Lord saveth not with sword and spear : for 
the battle is the Lord's^ and He will deliver you 
into our hands/' 

Then David ran to meet the Philistine^ '^ and 
he put his hand in his bag, and took thence a 
stone^ and slang it, and smote the Philistine in his 
forehead, that the stone sank into his forehead, 
and he fell upon his face to the earth/' 

So David prevailed over the Philistine with a 
sling and with a stone. 

Then David took the sword of Goliath from out 
of its sheath, and cut off his head ; for he had no 
sword himself. And when the Philistines saw 
that their champion was dead, they fled. And the 
men of Israel arose and shouted, and pursued the 
Philistines as far as the gates of Ekron. 

I Sam. xvii. 



A cabit, is a measure about twenty-one inches in length, and a 
span is about ten inches ; therefore, the height of Goliath, which 
was six cubits and a span, was about eleven feet. 

To disdain, is to despise. 

Armour, is a covering of any kind, worn to protect the body 
from being wounded in battle. 
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A helmet, is a covering for the head, made of brass or iron, 
to defend it ^m the weapons of the enemy. 

A coat of mail, is a coat made of chain, or of pieces of iron 
or brass joined together, which was worn by kings or chief men 
when they went into battle. 

A shield, was a broad flat piece of iron, which was held upon 
the left arm by those who fought, to defend their bodies from the 
enemy. Sometimes shields were made of wood, or of very thick 
skins of animals. 

Ekron, was a city in the land of the Philistines. 
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THE PROMOTION OF DAVID TO BE A CAPTAIN IN 
THE ARMIES OF ISRAEL. 

When David returned from the slaughter of 
the Philistine, Abner, the captain of the army of 
Israel^ brought him before Saul, with the head of 
the giant Goliath in his hand. And Saul ques- 
tioned him concerning his father and his family. 
And he took him to live with him from that day, 
and would let him go no more home to his father's 
house. 

Now Jonathan, the son of Saul, was with his 
father, and he had heard the words which David 
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Spoke to Saul; ^^and his soul was knit with the 
soul of David, and he loved him as his own soul/' 
And Jonathan and David made a covenant toge- 
ther, and they swore to love one another all their 
lives, and to show kindness one to the other. And 
Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that was 
Upon him, and gave it to David, and his garments, 
even to his sword and his bow. 

Then Saul set David over his men of war ; and 
from this time David dwelt with Saul. And he 
behaved himself wisely ; and all the people, and 
the servants of Saul, loved him. 

And when Saul returned with his army from 
the slaughter of the Philistines, the women came 
forth to meet him out of the cities of Israel, with 
singing and dancing, and instruments of music. 
And they answered one another as they sang, and 
said, ^^ Saul has slain his thousands, and David 
his ten thousands.^' Then Saul was very wroth, 
and the saying displeased him; and he said, 
** They have ascribed unto David ten thousands, 
and to me they have ascribed but thousands; 
and what can he have more but the kingdom V^ 
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And from that day forward Saul eyed David jea« 
lously. 

When Saul was moved with envy against 
David, the evil spirit whom God* permitted to 
afflict him, came upon him again. And while 
David was playing on his harp before him, he 
threw the javelin which was in his hand against 
him, to kill him. But David avoided the javelin, 
and escaped from him. Then Saul became afraid 
of David, for he saw that the Lord was with him ; 
but all Israel and Judah loved him. 

Saul grew more jealous of David when he saw 
that the people loved him, and he wished for his 
death ; but he feared to kill him openly. , So he 
sent for David, and told him that he would give 
him his daughter to be his wife, if he would be 
valiant for him, and fight his battles. And he 
made him captain over a thousand men, and said 
that he desired no other dower or marriage gift 
for his daughter, than a hundred heads of the 
Philistines. For he hoped that the Philistines 
would kill David. So David went forth with 
his men against the Philistines, and slew two 
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hundred of them^ that he might be the king's 
son-in-law. 

Then Saul gave David Michalj his second 
daughter^ to be his wife ; and Michal loved him. 
But Saul grew yet more afraid of David, for he 
saw and knew that the Lord was with him. " And 
he became David's enemy continually." 

1 Samuel xviii. 

A javelin, is a kind of dart or weapon pointed with iron, which 
was thrown with the hand against an enemy. Kings in those 
times often carried a jayelin in their hands as a sign of authority. 



THE ENVY OF SAUL AGAINST DAVID, AND THE 
FLIGHT OF DAVID FROM SAUL'S HOUSE. 

After David had slain the two hundred Philis- 
tines^ and had married Michal^ the daughter of 
Saul^ the princes of the Philistines came forth 
again to war against the men of Israel. And in 
this war David behaved himself more wisely than 
all the servants of Saul^ so that his name was 
much set by. 
Then Saul's envy against li«N\dL ^^^ ^^"^jSS.^ 
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increased, and he resolved to kill him openly. So 
he commanded Jonathan his son, and all his ser- 
vants, to kill David. But Jonathan delighted 
much in David, and loved hkn ; therefore he told 
him to hide himself in a secret place, because his 
father sought to kill him. And he said that he 
would speak with his father, and try to turn away 
his anger against David. 

So when David had hidden himself from Saul, 
Jonathan talked with Saul his father of him ; and 
he said, ^^ Let not the king sin against his servant 
David ; because he hath not sinned against thee, 
and because his works have been to thee-ward 
very good. For he did put his life into his hand, 
and slew the Philistine, and the Lord wrought a 
great salvation for all Israel. Thou sawest it, and 
didst rejoice : wherefore then wilt thou sin against 
innocent blood, to slay David without a cause ?*^ 
And Saul hearkened to the voice of Jonathan ; 
and he swore that David should not be slain» 
Then Jonathan caUed David, and brought him 
to Saul, and he was in his presence as in time 
past. 

AAerwardSf when there wa^ war again with the 
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Philistines^ David went forth with the annies of 
Israel to fight against them ; and the Philistines 
fled before him. Then the envy of Saul returned^ 
and the evil spirit again came back upon him. 
And as David sat before him playing on his harp, 
after he had returned from his victory over the 
Philistines, Saul again sought to kill him with 
his javelin, but David slipped away, and the jave- 
lin entered into the wall behind him. And he fled 
away from Saul to his own house. 

Then Saul sent messengers after David, to watch 
for him, and to slay him when he came forth from 
his house in the morning. But Michal, the wife 
of David, knew that Saul her father purposed to 
kill him, and she let him down that night from a 
window. So David escaped from Saul, and fled 
away to Ramah, to Samuel the prophet of the 
Lord, and told him all that Saul had done to 
him. 

When Saul heard that David had fled to Ra- 
mah, he sent messengers there to take him. But 
when the messengers came there, and saw the 
company of prophets prophespxvg^, «cA ^x'«>s\sv^ 



^^ did 
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God with psalms and hymns, and Samuel leading 
them, the Spirit of God came upon the messen* 
gers, and they also prophesied. And when it was 
told Saul, he hardened his heart, and sent other 
messengers. But when they came to Ramah they 
were also moved to join the company of prophets, 
and to prophesy with them. And Saul sent mes- 
sengers again the third time, and they prophesied 
also. Then Saul set forth, and went himself to 
Ramah. And the Spirit of God came upon him 
also, and he stripped off his armour and his royal 
robes, and prophesied before Samuel as his mes- 
sengers had done ; and he remained there a day 
and a night among the prophets. 

Thus the Lord compelled Saul to honour Him, 
and praise Him against his own will, and stayed 
him for awhile in his evil purpose of killing Da* 
vid. But the heart of Saul was not softened, nor 
his purpose changed. The power of the Holy 
Spirit, which made him prophesy before Samuel, 
did not turn him from his wickedness* For 

ul had hardened his heart against God; and 
ough the Holy Spirit of God will move men to 
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irepent^ and help them to repent^ it will not com- 
pel them. 

1 Samuel xviii. xix. 



Olftaptet eXiV. 

THE FLIGHT OF DAVID FROM SAUL INTO THE 
LAND OF THE PHILISTINES. 

When Saul had come to Ramah to seek for 
David^ David fled from thence^ and returned back 
po Jonathan his friend. 

Then Jonathan and David renewed their cove- 
nant^ and they again swore to love one another. 
And Jonathan made David promise that he would 
show kindness both to him^ and to his house after 
him, when the Lord should have cut off the ene- 
mies of David from the face of the earth. For 
Jonathan knew that the Lord had chosen David 
to be king over Israel, in the place of his father 
Saul, and he believed that the words which 
Samuel, the prophet of the Lord, had spoken, 
would surely be fulfilled. 

When Saul had returned agaxxv ixoxc^ ^«sss5^^ 
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Jonathan perceived that he still wished forDavid^s 
deaths and had determined to kill him. There- 
fore he went forth to the place where David was 
hidden, and told him to flee away and escape from 
his father ; and they kissed one another, and wept 
one with another. Then Jonathan sent David 
away; and he returned himself to Saul his 
father. 

When David had fled forth again from Saul, 
he went to Ahimelech the high priest, who dwelt 
at Nob, a city in the land of the tribe of Benjamin, 
which belonged to the Levites ; for the tabernacle 
of God was there at this time. And David told 
Ahimelech that he had been sent forth in haste 
on the king's business ; and he asked him to give 
him five loaves of bread. Then Ahimelech said 
that he had no common bread, but only the hal- 
lowed bread — the loaves of the shew-bread, which 
had been placed on the golden table in the taber- 
nacle of the Lord. And when Ahimelech knew 
that David and the young men that were with 
him were holy, and saw that there was a great 
necessity^ he gave them some of the shew-bread 
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which had been removed from before the Lord, 
which according to the law none might eat, 
except the priests. Then David asked Ahimelech 
if he had a spear or sword with him ; for he said, 
that he had not brought with him his sword or 
his weapons, because the king's business required 
haste. And Ahimelech told David that he had with 
him the sword of Goliath of Gath, whom David had 
slain : and he said, ^^ If thou wilt take that, take 
it; for there is no other save that here.'' And 
David said, "There is none like that; give it me." 
So David took the sword of Goliath ; and he 
fled away for fear of Saul, to the king of Gath, 
a city of the Philistines. But when he perceived 
that the men of Gath knew that it was he who 
had slain so many of their countrymen, he was 
afiraid, and he fled away from Gath to a cave near 
AduUam in the land of Judah. And when his 
brethren and all his father's house heard that he 
was there, they went down to him. And all who 
were distressed or discontented went there also, 
and David became a captain over them ; and there 
were with him about four hundred men. 
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At this time David wrote the thirty-fourth 
psalm^ to praise and bless the Lord who had 
brought him safely from the midst of his enemies 
to Adullam in the land of Judah. 

When Saul heard that David had escaped from 
him^ and that a company of men followed him^ 
he was very wroth with his servants because they 
had suffered David to escape. Then Doeg^ an 
Edomite, who was the chief of SauPs herdsmen^ 
said that he had seen David at Nob^ and that 
Ahimelech had given him food, and also the 
sword of Goliath. 

Then Saul sent for Ahimelech the high priest, 
and all his father's house. And when they had 
come, he said that Ahimelech and all his house 
should die, because he had given bread and t 
sword to David. And he commanded hi 
guards to slay Ahimelech, his sons, and h 
brethren. But the soldiers of Saul would n 
put forth their hand against the priests of i 
Lord. Then Saul said to Doeg the Edom 
"Turn thou and 'fell upon the priests.'' j 
I>t>eg the Edomite, who was a heathen, fell i 
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the priests^ and slew on that day Ahimelech and 
eighty-four priests of the family of Eli; and 
afterwards he slew all the families of the priests 
who dwelt at Nob. But one of the sons of Ahi- 
melechj named Abiathar^ escaped and fled to 
David^ and remained with him. 

1 Samuel xx. xxi. xxii. 



fflftapter ffiXU. 

THE WANDERINGS OF DAVID WHILE PURSUED 
BY SAUL. 

While David was at Adullam^ in the land of 
Judah, witl> the men who followed him, it was 
told him that the Philistines had come up against 
Keilah, a city of Judah. Then he inquired of 
the Lord whether it was His will that he should 
lead his men to flght against the Philistines, the 
enemies of Israel; and the Lord bade him go. 
Abiathar, the son of Ahimelech whom Saul had 
slain, was now the high priest, and David in- 
quired of the Lord by him. Then DwsJ^ ^«c^. 
K % 
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forth against the Philistines^ and slew them with 
great slaughter, and delivered the inhabitants of 
Keilah. 

When Saul heard that David was at Keilah, 
he called together his men of war, and went forth 
to besiege that place, and take David. But the 
Lord warned David that the men of Keilah would 
deliver him up to Saul. Therefore he escaped 
forth from their city, and he went and dwelt in 
the wild and uninhabited country of the land of 
Judah, among the mountains and strongholds in 
the wilderness of Ziph. And Saul sought for 
him continually ; but the Lord preserved David 
his servant from the hand of the wicked king of 
Israel. * 

While David was in the wilderness of Ziph, 
Jonathan went forth to meet him there, that he 
might see him, and comfort him in his trials. 
And he said to David, " Fear not, for the hand 
of Saul my father shall not find thee, and thou 
shalt be king over Israel, and I shall be next 
unto thee: and that also Saul my father know- 
eth/^ And there again they made a covenant 
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with one another before the Lord. Then Jonathan 
left David his friend, and returned to his father. 

Saul continued to seek for David : he followed 
him from place to place^ and David fled before 
him. He wandered with his men among the 
mountains and desert places, dwelling in caves 
and holes in the earth. And while Saul pursued 
him in the wilderness of Engedi, he came alone 
into a cave, where David and his men were 
hidden, to rest himself. But Saul did not see 
that they were there, for the cave was large. 
Then the men who followed David said, that the 
Lord had delivered Saul into his hand ; and they 
wished that he should kill him. But David said, 
"The Lord forbid that I should do any thing 
unto my master, the Lord's anointed, to stretch 
forth my hand against him, seeing he is the 
Lord's anointed.'' And he would not suffer his 
men to hurt Saul ; but he himself went near to 
him silently while he slept, and cut off the skirt 
of his robe. 

And when Saul rose up and went out of the 
cave^ David followed him, and CYVfe^^^^^^^^"^^ 
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the king/^ And when Saul looked behind him, 
David stooped with his face to the earth, and 
bowed himself; and then he said to Saul, 
^^ Wherefore hearest thou men's words, saying. 
Behold, David seeketh thy hurt ? Behold, this 
day thine eyes have seen how that the Lord had 
delivered thee to-day into mine hand in the cave ; 
and some bade me kill thee ; but I said, I will 
not put forth mine hand against my lord; for 
he is the Lord^s anointed. Moreover, my father, 
see, yea see the skirt of thy robe in my hand. 
For in that I cut off the skirt of thy robe and 
killed thee not, know thou and see that there is 
neither evil nor transgression in mine hand, and 
I have not sinned against thee ; yet thou huntest 
my soul to take it. The JLord judge between me 
and thee, and the Lord avenge me of thee : but 
mine hand shall not be upon thee.'^ 

When Saul saw David, and heard his words, his 
hard heart for a while was softened. He said, 
"Is this thy voice, my son David? And Saul 
lifted up his voice and wept.^* And he said to 
David, "Thou art more righteous than I; for 
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thou hast rewarded me good, whereas I have 
rewarded thee evil." And he said, "And now, 
behold, I know well that thou shalt surely be 
king. . . . Swear now therefore unto me by the 
Lord, that thou wilt not destroy my name out of 
my father's house." Then David sware unto 
Saul that he would not destroy his children. 

Then Saul returned home ; but David and his 
men went back to their stronghold in the moun- 
tain. 

1 Samuel xxiii. xxiv. 

To ayenge^ is to piiniah those who have injured another^ to do 
justice to the person who is injured. 



©fiapter (ftXVi. 

THE FAITH AND LOYALTY OF DAVID. 

When Saul had seen the truth and loyalty of 
David at the cave in Engedi, he had felt and con- 
fessed that he had done wickedly in seeking to 
kill him. The faithful and generous conduct of 
David, who would not be provoked by all the 
wrong which Saul had done to him, to U&.>^\sNa. 
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hand against the anointed king of Israel^ had 
touched his }ieart^ and he wept. 

In his early years^ Saul had a kind and gene- 
rous nature. When he had been first chosen to 
reign over Israel^ he freely forgave the men who 
had refused to acknowledge him as king. His 
followers would have put them to death, but he 
forbade them. But natural good feelings will not 
last, if they are not strengthened by religion. 
Saul was not a religious man; he did not fear 
God. He had not sought to do the will of God, 
but had been content to do what seemed right in 
his own eyes. He had not sought to make the 
will of God to be his will, but had given way 
without check to the feelings and desires of his 
own heart. Thus what was good in him had worn 
away, and evil had grown up in its place, and he 
became jealous, cruel, and hard-hearted. He had 
refused to obey the Spirit of God, and the Spuit 
of God had departed from him; and the evil 
spirit to which he had yielded, gained power over 
him. 
But when, in Engedi, David had shown him 
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how that he had dealt well with him, and had not 
killed him when he was in his power^ his heart 
relented. The goodness of David made him feel 
his own wickedness ; he felt, and he said, that 
David was better than he ; and for the time the 
evil feelings of his heart passed from him. And he 
said to David, "The Lord reward thee good for 
that thou hast done to me this day.^^ 

But though Saul confessed his sin, and wept 
over it, he did not repent His evil heart was not 
changed. He had so long served sin, that he had 
become the slave of sin ; and though he was 
turned for a while from his evil purpose, his heart 
was evil still. 

After he had returned from following David, 
the men of Ziph came to him while he was dwell- 
ing in his own home at Gibeah, and told him 
that David was hidden in a certain hill which they 
would show him. Then Saul hardened his heart 
again in sin, and he arose, and took with him 
three thousand chosen men, and went down to the 
wilderness of Ziph to seek David. 

When David knew that Saul had coxel^ 'w^ss^ 
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to take him^ he sent out spies to watch him. And 
when Saul had pitched his camp, David drew near 
to the place where he was. And he beheld the 
place where Saul lay in the midst of his men, 
within the trench which surmounted the camp. 
Then David said to Ahimelech and Abishai, who 
were captains among his men, ^^Who will go 
down with me to Saul to the camp ?^* And Abishai 
said that he would go with him. 

So when the night had come, David and Abi- 
shai went down silently and entered the camp, and 
went to the place where Saul lay sleeping, with 
Abner the captain of his host, and his people 
round about him ; and the spear of Saul was stuck 
in the ground close to his head. Then Abishai 
said to David, "God hath delivered thine enemy 
into thine hand this day : now therefore let me 
smite him, I pray thee, with the spear, even to the 
earth at once.^' But David said, "Destroy him 
not, for who can stretch forth his hand against the 
Lord^s anointed, and be guiltless ?'^ And as he 
stood and looked on Saul, he said, *^ As the Lord 
livetb, the Lord shall amite him ; or his day shall 
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come to die, or he shall descend into battle and 
perish. The Lord forbid that I should stretch 
forth mine hand against the Lord's anointed." 

Then David took the spear of Saul, and a 
vessel of water that was near his head ; and they 
turned and left the camp again. And no man saw 
it nor knew it, for they were all asleep, and did 
not awake, because a deep sleep from the Lord 
had fallen upon them. 

Then David went and stood on the top of a 
hill afar off, that looked down upon the camp of 
Saul; a great space being between them. And 
he cried aloud to Abner, the captain of SauPs 
army, and said, ^^Answerest thou not, Abner? 
Wherefore hast thou not kept thy lord, the king ; 
for there came one of the people in to destroy the 
king. Now see where the king's spear is, and the 
cruse of water that was at his bolster." 

And Saul knew David's voice, and said, "Is 
this thy voice, my son David ?" And David said, 
" It is my voice, my lord, O king." And he said, 
" Wherefore doth my lord thus pursue after his 
servant ? for what have I done, or what ^nVLSs^Ss^. 
mine band ?" 
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Saul was again moved by David's faithfulness 
and truth, and he again confessed his sin. He 
said, *^I have sinned: return, my son David; for 
I will no more do thee harm, because my soul was 
precious in thine eyes this day: behold I have 
played the fool, and have erred exceedingly.^' 
Then Saul, as if moved by God to prophesy good 
of him whom he hated, said, ^^ Blessed be thou, 
my son David : thou shalt both do great things, 
and also shalt still prevail.'' 

Then Saul returned and went back to his home 
at Gibeah; but David remained in the wilder- 
ness of Ziph, for he feared to trust the promises of 

Saul. 

1 Samuel xxiv. xxvi. 

Loyalty, is dutifulness and faithfulness towards the king, whom 
we are bound to obey. 
To err, is to wander from the right way ; to sin. 



arfiapter dtXVM. 

THE DEATH OP SAUL. 

JDavid had now, for a long time, led a wandering 
I ^fe^ hunted from place W ij^^teeXyj ^wi^vcLdaaerts 
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and mountains, and caves of the earth, and in 
continual fear lest his enemy should find him. 
God proved his faith by many years of trial. For 
six years he had wandered as an outcast, destitute, 
afflicted, and evil entreated, in the land over which 
God had promised that he should reign as king. 
Twice he was tempted to raise his hand against 
Saul, and by killing him, his enemy, to end his 
trials, and take to himself the kingdom which 
God had promised should be his. The people of 
Israel loved him, and Samuel the prophet of the 
Lord had anointed him to be king, and it might 
have seemed to him an easy thing to have made 
himself king at once, had he chosen to kill Saul 
when God had placed him in his power. 

But the faith of David did not fail under his 
trial; twice he was tried, — twice he stood firm, 
and endured the trial well. He ruled himself, and 
checked the inclinations of his heart, and walked 
in the fear of the Lord. He waited patiently till 
Grod, in His own good time, should fulfil His pro- 
mise, and give him the kingdom. Like^ Joseph, 
in the house of Potiphar, he thought it better tc^ 



\ 
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soj&r ami be ia trooiile fx a wiiile^ tkua to raise 
his hand against tbe LordTs anointed, and ain 
against the Lord. 

Yet thoo^ DaraFs heart was n^t towards 
God« and he sought to aenre the Lord with all 
his sool and aU his strength, he had ened at 
times. He had deceired Ahimdedi, the high 
priest at Nob., in oider that he might save his 
life. And now at last his heart &inted fiur fear of 
SanL and he resohred to go and dwdl among the 
heathen^ in the land of the Philistuies. For all 
men sin and are ini{ierfect : but few haTe served 
God with so true a heart, and bold and fiiithf ul 
spirit as David the son of Jesse. 

Saul had shown himself to be ww^e amd more 
cruel than the heathen, and David could not 
trust his words. He said within himself, ^^ There 
is nothing better than that I ahoold speedily es- 
cape into the land of the Philistines, and Saul shall 
despair of me; so shall I escape out ofhis hand.^ 

So David went fiurth fiom the land of Judah, 
with six hundred men who followed him, and he 
came to Achish, a Philistine prince, the king of 



THE DEATH OF SAUL. 143 

Grath. And he served as a captain in the army of 
Achish, and fought for him against those of his 
enemies, who were also the enemies of Israel. 
And Achish gave him the city of Ziklag, for him- 
self and his men to dwell in. 

But the time of David's trial was now coming b.c. 
to an end. When he had been with Achish, the ^^^' 
king of Gath, about a year, the lords of the Philis- 
tines gathered together their armies to war against 
Israel, and they pitched their camp at Aphek. 
David followed with his men in the rear of the 
army of Achish, as far as Aphek. But when the 
princes of the Philistines saw him, they said that 
he should not go up with them to war against 
Sanl ; for they feared that he would turn against 
them in the battle, and fight for Saul. Then 
Achish, the king of Gath, commanded David to 
depart from the army of the Philistines, and to 
return again to Ziklag. And on the morrow David 
rose up early and departed with his men ; and the 
Philistines went up from Aphek to Jezreel, near 
mount Gilboa, in the land of Issachar, where Saul 
was with his army. 
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When Saul saw that the Philistines had 
come up against him with their armies, his 
heart trembled greatly. He had none who 
could comfort or advise him now. For Samuel, 
the prophet of the Lord, was dead; and the 
priests he had himself slain with the sword. 
Then fear and despair came upon him, for 
he knew that the Lord had departed from him. 
He had deserted God, and God had at last de- 
serted him. 

Yet though Saul mourned in sorrow and in fear 
the misery which his sins had brought upon him, 
he did not, or could not, repent. He would not 
humble himself before the Lord, but hardened 
his heart, and sinned again. He put aside the 
fear of God, and resolved to seek to learn from 
evil spirits what he could not learn from the priests 
or prophets of the Lord. He told his servants 
to seek for him a woman that had a familiar 
spirit, that he might go to her, and inquire of her 
what he should do to escape from the Philistines 
And the servants of Saul told him that there W9 
a woman at Endor who had a familiar spirit. 
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Then Saul disguised himself that he might not 
be known, and went to the woman by night ; and 
he asked her to divine unto him, and show him 
what he wished to know by the familiar spirit. 
And the woman said, ^^ Whom shall I bring up 
unto thee?'^ And Saul said, ^^ Bring me up 
Samuel/^ 

And when the woman saw Samuel, she cried 
with a loud voice. Then she spoke to Saul and 
said, ^* Why hast thou deceived me? for thou art 
SauL'^ And the king said to her, ^^ Be not 
afraid ; what sawest thou ? '^ And she said, ^^ I 
saw gods ascending out of the earth.^^ And Saul 
said^ "What form is he of?'* And the woman 
answered, "An old man cometh up, and he is 
covered with a mantle.*' 

^ And Saul perceived that it was Samuel, and 
he stooped with his face to the ground, and 
bowed himself/* And he said to Samuel, " I am 
sore distressed; for the Philistines make war 
against me, and God is departed from me, and 
answereth me no more, neither by prophets, nor 
by dreams : therefore I have called \3ckftfc, ^^ S>ass>ac 
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mayest make known unto me what I shall do." 
Then said Samuel, "Wherefore then dost thou 
ask of me, seeing the Lord is departed from thee, 
and is become thine enemy ? And the Lord 
hath done as He spake by me : for the Lord hath 
rent the kingdom out of thine hand, and given it 
to thy neighbour, even to David. Because thou 
obeyedst not the voice of the Lord, therefore 
hath the Lord done this thing unto thee this day. 
Moreover, the Lord will also deliver Israel with 
thee into the hand of the Philistines; and to- 
morrow shalt thou and thy sons be with me/' 

Then Saul fell straightway all along on the 
earth, and was sore afraid, because of the words 
which the spirit had spoken. And his servants, 
together with the woman, lifted him up, and 
compelled him to eat food, ibat he migM have 
strength to return. And when he had eaten, he 
rose up, and went away that night. 

And on the morrow the Philistines joined b«ttle 

with Saul and his army ; and the men of Israd 

fled before them. And the Phili&itines followed 

hard upon Saul and his sons; and Jonathan and 
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two of his brothers who were with him were 
alaiiiy and Saul was sore wounded by the archers. 

Then Saul said to his armour-bearer^ '^ Draw 
thj sword and thrust me through therewith, lest 
these uncircumcised come and abuse me.'' But 
his armour-bearer would not; for he was sore 
afraid. Therefore Saul took a sword and fell 
upon it. 

So Saul died, and his three sons, that same day » c- 

,- ' ^ J 1056. 

ti^ether. 

And after the battle, when the Philistines came 
to view the slain, they found Saul and his three 
sons fallen in mount Gilboa. Then they cut off 
the head of Saul, and stripped off his armour. 
And they fastened his body to the wall of Beth- 
shan^ a city of the Israelites, in the land of Issa- 
char, and they sent his armour to the house of 
their idol Ashtaroth, and fastened his head in the 
temple of Dagon. 

When the people of Israel knew that Saul and 
his three sons were dead, and that his army was 
scattered before the Philistines, they forsook their 
cities and fled, and the Philistines cacccv^ ^tA ^^^^ 
l2 
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in them. But when the inhabitants of Jabesh- 
Gilead, the city on the other side of the Jordan 
which Saul had saved from the Ammonites^ in the 
beginning of his reign, heard what the Philistines 
had done to Saul, all the valiant men arose and 
went by night and took the body of Saul, and the 
bodies of his sons, from the wall of Bethshan. 
And they buried their bones under a tree at 
Jabesh. 

^^ So Saul died for his transgression which he 
committed against the Lord ; and also for asking 
counsel of one that had a familiar spirit, to enquire 
ofit/^ 

1 Samuel xxTii. xxviiL xzix. xzxL and 1 Chron. x. 

To disgaise, is to change the appearance of a thing. To dis- 
guise oneself, is to make oneself look like a different person by 
wearing strange dothes, or in any other way. 



THE MOURNING OF DAVID FOR SAUL AND 
JONATHAN. 

When the Philistines went up from Aphek to 
Jezreel^ to join battle with Saul and his army^ 
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David had turned back to Ziklag with the men 
who followed him. And after he had been there 
three days^ there came a man out of the camp of 
Saul with his clothes rent, and earth upon his 
head; and when he came to David he fell to the 
ground and did obeisance. Then he said, that he 
had escaped out of the camp of Israel, that the 
people had fled from the battle, that many were 
fallen and dead, and that Saul, and Jonathan his 
son, were dead also. 

Then David inquired of the man, how he knew 
that Saul and Jonathan were dead. And the 
young man answered, that he had been by chance 
upon mount Gilboa, near the place where the 
battle was fought, and saw Saul leaning upon his 
spear, while the chariots and horsemen of the 
Philistines followed hard after him ; and that when 
Saul saw him he called to him, and prayed him to 
come and stand upon him and kill him, for he 
wished to die, because anguish had come upon 
him. And the young man said, ^^ So I stood upon 
him and slew him, because I was sure that he 
could not live after that he was fallen \ «xA\\si^»- 
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the crown that was upon his head, and the brace- 
let that was upon his arm, and have brought them 
hither unto my lord/^ 

And when David knew that Saul, and Jonathan 
his son, were dead, he took hold on his clothes 
and rent them ; and the men who were with him 
rent their garments also. *^ And they mourned, 
and wept, and fasted until even, for Saul, and for 
Jonathan his son, and for the people of the Lord, 
and for the house of Israel; because they were 
fallen by the sword/^ 

Then David asked the young man who had 
brought the tidings of the death of Saul, who he 
was. And the man answered, that he was a 
stranger, the son of an Amalekite. Then he said 
to him, "How wast thou not afraid to stretch 
forth thine hand to destroy the Lord's anointed ?" 
And he called one of his men, and commanded 
him to put the man to death, because he had 
killed the anointed king of Israel. And he said 
to him, " Thy blood be upon thine own head; for 
thy mouth has testified against thee, sajing, I 
have slain the Lord's anointed.'' 
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The young man, the son of the Amalekite^ had 
spoken fEJsely, for he had not slain Saul ; yet the 
guilt of his death was upon his own head, for he 
had borne witness against himself, and by his own 
word he was condemned. He had thought to 
have been rewarded by David when he brought 
him the crown and bracelet of the king, and said 
that he had slain his enemy who had sought his 
life for so many years. But David honoured Saul 
because he was an anointed king, though he had 
been his enemy, and had sought his life unjustly. 
Therefore he avenged his death, and slew the man ; 
ibr it was an evil thing, and a sin against the Lord, 
to kill the Lord's anointed. 

Then David wrote a Psalm of lamentation for 
Saul, and for Jonathan his son ; and he lamented 
over them, and said, "The beauty of Israel is 
slain upon the high places. How are the mighty 
£Edlen ! . • . Saul and Jonathan were lovely and 
pleasant in their lives, and in their death they 
were not divided ; they were swifter than eagles, 
they were stronger than lions. Ye daughters of 
Israel, weep over Saul. . . . How ai^ \!aft.TB\^pi^2^ 
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fallen in the midst of the battle ! .... I am dis- 
tressed for thee, my brother Jonathan : very plea« 
sant hast thou been unto me : thy love to me was 
wonderful, passing the love of women. How are 
the mighty fallen, and the weapons of war pe- 
rished »/' 

2 Samuel i. 

To do obeisance, is to salute with respect a king or queen, or 
any other great person. In the land of Israel and other coun- 
tries of the East, persons did obeisance to the great or noble by 
bowing down to the ground before them. 

When David in his Psalm of lamentation said, that Saul and 
Jonathan were lovely and pleasant in their lives, he meant that 
they were lovely and pleasant towards each other. For Jona- 
than had loved Saul because he was hb father, and had honoured 
him and dwelt with him throughout his life. His love for David 
his friend had not drawn him from his father. While they lived 
they were together, and in death they were not divided. 



THE ESTABLISHMENT OF DAVID'S KINGDOM IN 
THE LAND OF JUDAH. 

B.C. While Saul livedo David had honoured him as 
tlie anointed king of Israel; and after his death he 
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still honoured him. His faith and loyalty had 
endured through seven years of trial; though 
wronged and persecuted, his heart was loyal stilL 
When he mourned for Jonathan his friend, who 
had loved him as his own soul, he mourned also 
for Saul, the anointed of the Lord, and joined the 
praises of his strength and courage with those of 
Jonathan his son. And he taught the people of 
his own tribe — the tribe of Judah — to use the 
Psalm of mourning which he had made, that they 
might honour the memory of Jonathan and of Saul. 

And when the day of mourning was passed, 
David inquired of the Lord whether he should go 
up into any of the cities of Judah. And the Lord 
answered, that he should go up to Hebron. So 
David went up from Ziklag to Hebron, in the 
land of Judah ; and he took with him his wives, 
and all his household, and all the men that were 
with him. 

Then the men of Judah came to David to He- b.c. 
bron, and there they anointed him king over the 
tribe of Judah. And he dwelt at Hebron, and 
reigned over his own tribe — the tribe oC Jx^AsScl^ 
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But Abncr, die son of Kcr, die caqrfan of die 
annyof8anl^tookTAhn«lirtfa,d»aoiiofSmi,tD 
Mahanahn^ wliieh was cm die odicr side <if die 
Jordan^ and made bim kii^ orar die land of 
Gilead^ and orer aU die tribes of Isnid ezoqpt die 
tribe of Judah. And Ishboshedi dwdt at Mafaa- 
naim^ and reigned orer all tbe land of Tsraid tbat 
was on the other side of die Jordan, while DsYid 
was king in Hebron over the tribe of Jodah. 
bhbosheth continued to dwdl at Mahanaim, for 
fear of the Philistines; for after they had destroyed 
the army of Saul at Jezreel, they kept possession 
of many cities in that part of die land of IsraeL 

After Ishbosheth had reigned two years, Abner 
went forth fi'om Mabanaim with his men of war, 
and crossed tbe Jordan, and came to Gibeon, 
which was on the border of the land of Judah. 
^fhcn Joab, the son of Zeruiah, the captain of 
David^s army, went forth with a company of his 
men, to keep them from entering into the land of 
Judah. And they sat down by the side of a pool 
at Gibeon, while Abner and his men were on the 
other Bide, Then Abner challenged the men of 
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Joab to fight; so they fought, and the men of 
Israel fled before the men of Judah, and many of 
them were slam ; but Abner slew Asahd, the 
brother of Joab. 

From this time there was war between the men 
who followed Ishbosheth and the house of David ; 
but the kingdom of David grew stronger and 
stronger, while Ishbosheth and his people grew 
weaker and weaker. 

2 Samuel ii. iii. 1. 



THE DEATH OF ISHBOSHETH, AND THE OVER- 
THROW OF HIS KINGDOM. 

After Ishbosheth had reigned about seven years b.c. 
at Mahanaim, Abner, the captain of his army, ' 
turned firom him to David. He was very wroth 
because Ishbosheth had rebuked him for a wrong 
deed which he had done; and in his anger, he 
swore that he would take the kingdom from Ish- 
bosheth, and set up the house of David over all 
Israel^ from Dan even to Beersheba^ So \n& ^^^j^. 
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messengers to David^ and said^ that if he would 
make a league with him^ he would turn all Israel 
to him. And David said that he would make a 
league with Abner, if he would first send back to 
him Michal his wife^ the daughter of Saul. Then 
David sent to Ishbosheth, to ask him to send 
Michal his wife back to him; and Ishbosheth 
gave Abner leave to take her back to David. 

Then Abner took Michal the daughter of Saul, 
and went forth to David at Hebron. And as he 
went he spoke to the elders of Israel, and said, 
^^ Ye sought for David, in time past, to be king 
over you; now then do it. For the Lord hath 
spoken of David, saying. By the hand of my ser- 
vant David will I save my people out of the hand 
of the Philistines, and out of the hand of their 
enemies.*^ And when he came to Hebron, David 
received him with honour, and made a feast for 
him, and for the men that were with him. Then 
Abner said that he would go and gather all the 
elders of Israel together to David, that he might 
make a covenant with them, and reign over them. 
And David sent him forth 4n peace. 
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But after Abner had departed, Joab, the captain 
of David's army, returned from pursuing the ene- 
mies of David; and when he heard that Abner 
had been with David, and that he had gone forth 
again in peace, he was very wroth. And he sent 
messengers after him in David's name, to ask him 
to return. And when Abner had returned, Joab 
took him aside, as if to speak to him quietly; and 
while he spoke with him, he drew his sword se- 
cretly and slew him. Joab hated Abner because 
he had slain Asahel his brother; and he feared 
that if he should bring back the other tribes of 
Israel to David, he might be made chief captain 
under David instead of himself; therefore he slew 
him cruelly. 

When David heard of the death of Abner, he 
said that he and his kingdom were guiltless before 
the Lord of the blood of Abner; and he prayed 
that it might rest upon the head of Joab, and 
not on him and on his people. Then he com- 
manded Joab, and all the people that were with 
him, to rend their clothes, and gird themselves 
with sackcloth, and mourn before th& V^^^ ^^ 
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Abner. And David himself followed the bier, 
and wept at the grave of Abner ; and all the 
people wept. And when the people saw that 
king David Wept for Abner, and that he fasted 
all that day, they and all Israel understood that it 
was not by the king's will that Abner had been 
slain ; and it pleased them : ^^ as whatsoever the 
king did, pleased all the people/' 

After the death of Abner, the men who were 
with Ishbosheth began to fear that his kingdom 
could not stand; and they fell away from him. 
Then two men of the tribe of Benjamin, who were 
captains in the army of Ishbosheth, resolved to 
kill him, that they might win favour with David. 
So they went into the house of Ishbosheth in the 
heat of the day, at the time that he was accus- 
tomed to sleep ; and when they found him sleep- 
ing in his chamber, they slew him, and cut off bis 
head, and fled away to David^ bearing the head 
with them. 

When they came to Hebron^ they weat in to 
David and said, ^^ Behold the head of Ishbosheth, 
>ihe son of Saul thine enemy, who sought thy li£e«?^ 
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And David answered them, ** As the Lord liveth, 
who hath redeemed me out of all adversity, when 
one told me, saying, Behold, Saul is dead, think- 
ing to have brought good tidings, I took him, and 
slew him in Ziklag, who thought that I would 
have given him a reward for his tidings: how 
much more, when wicked men have slain a righte- 
ous person in his own house upon bis bed ? 
Shall I not therefore now require his blood of 
your hand, and take you away from the earth ? ^' 

Then king David commanded that the men 
should be put to death. So his servants slew them, 
and cut off their hands and their feet, and hanged 
them up. And they took the bead of Ishbosheth 
and buried it in the sepulchre of Abner, at He- 
bron* 

2 Samuel iii. ir. 

A league is an agreement between persons to help one another. 

Sackcloth is coarse, hard cloth, which was worn by the Israel- 
ites and other people of the East, when they wished to humble 
thttiieelTea in sorrow before God. To be girt with sackcloth, or 
to wear sackcloth, was a sign of sorrow and humiliation. 

To redeem is to save, to deliver from danger or death. 
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THE ESTABLISHMENT OF DAVID'S KINGDOM 
OVER ALL THE TRIBES OF ISRAEL. 

B.C. After the death of Ishbosheth^ the hearts of all 
^^^' the tribes of Israel were turned again to David^ 
whom the Lord had chosen to be king over His 
people in the place of Saul. 

Then they gathered themselves together^ and 
came to David^ saying, ^^ Behold, we are thy kins- 
men, thy bone and thy flesh. Moreover, in time 
past, even when Saul was king, thou wast he that 
leddest out and broughtest in Israel; and the 
Lord said unto thee, Thou shalt feed my people 
Israel, and thou shalt be ruler over my people 
Israel.^' And the men of war of every tribe 
came armed to Hebron, to make David king over 
all Israel* 

Then David made a covenant with all the elders 
of Israel in Hebron, before the Lord : and they 
anointed him king over Israel. And the elders of 
Israel^ and the men of war who had come from all 
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the tribes of Israel to Hebron^ remained with 
David for three days, eating and drinking; for 
their brethren had prepared a feast for them. 
"And all the tribes of Israel around the land of 
Judah, even to Issachar and Zebulun and Naph- 
tali, brought bread on asses, and on camels, and 
on mules, and on oxen ; and meat, and meal, and 
cakes of figs, and bunches of raisins, and wine 
and oil abundantly : for there was joy in Israel/* 
And when the feast was ended, before the men 
of war returned to their own homes, David led 
them forth against. Jerusalem, to take the city 
that was on the top of the hill, where the Jebusites 
had dwelt from the time of Joshua : for the men 
of Israel had not yet been able to drive them from 
their stronghold. And the Jebusites mocked at 
David ; for their city was strongly built, and stood 
upon a high hill, the hill of Sion ; and they said 
that even the lame and the blind could keep him 
from entering into it. But Joab, the captain of 
David^s army, climbed up the hill with his men 
of war, and entered within the city, and smote the 

M 



162 ESTABLISHMENT OF DAVID's KINGDOM 

Jebusites. So David took the stronghold of Sion^ 
and drove forth the Jebusites. 

From this time King David dwelt in the city of 
Jerusalem^ on the hill of Sion^ and it was called 
the city of David ; and he built another wall round 
it^ and repaired the city. And afterwards, when 
his kingdom was established, the king of Ty^^> ^ 
city on the sea-shore to the north of the land of 
Israel, sent messengers to David, with a present 
of cedar trees, to build a palace ; he sent also car« 
penters and masons, and they built a palace for 
king David on the hiU of Sion. 

But when the Philistines — who had held pos- 
session of many of the cities of Israel from the 
time when they destroyed Saul and his army — 
heard that David had been anointed king over all 
Israel, they came up with their armies to fight 
against him before his kingdom was established. 
And they spread themselves over the valley of 
Rephaim, which was near Jerusalem, and placed 
a garrison in Bethlehem. Then David went down 
with his chief captains who were with him, to the 
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cave of Adullam, a stronghold in the land of Judah, 
not &r from Bethlehem, where he had dwelt in 
the time when Saul sought his life. 

While David was at AduUam, waiting until the 
men of Israel were gathered together, being thirsty, 
he longed to drink of the water of his own city, 
Bethlehem ; and he said, ** O that one would give 
me drink of the water of the well of Bethlehem, 
that is at the gate \" And three of his mighty 
men, captains of his army, heard these words ; so 
they went down and broke through the host of the 
Philistines, and drew water out of the well that 
was by the gate of Bethlehem, and took it, and 
brought it to David. But David would not drink 
of it, but poured it out to the Lord, and said, " Be 
it far from me, O Lord, that I should do this ; is 
not this the blood of the men that went in jeo- 
pardy of their lives ? *^ 

And when the men of war had gathered them- 
selves together to David, he inquired of the Lord 
whether he should go up against the Philistines. 
And the Lord answered, that he should go up, 
m2 
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and that He would deliver the Philistines into his 
hand. Then David went down from the strong- 
hold in Adullam^ and attacked the Philistines in 
the valley of Rephaim ; and they fled before him. 
And he took the images of their idol gods which 
they had left behind them in their camp, and 
burnt them. 

And after a time, the Philistines came up again 
into the land of Judah, and spread themselves a 
second time in the valley of Rephaim. And David 
again inquired of the Lord whether he should go 
up against them ; and the Lord answered, that he 
should fetch a compass, and go round behind 
them, to a place where there was a grove of mul- 
berry trees. And God said, that when he should 
hear the sound of a moving in the tops of the 
mulberry trees, that then he should rise up and 
fall upon the Philistines ; for the Lord would go 
out before him to smite them. And David did as 
the Lord commanded/ and the Philistines fled 
before him. And he drove them forth from the 
land of Israel, even from Geba in the land of 



THE REMOVAL OF THE ARK OF GOD, 165 

Benjamin, to Gaza in the border of their own 
land. 

2 Samuel v. xxiii. 13—18. 1 Chronicles xi. xii. 

Jeopardy, is great danger. 

To fetch a compass, is to go a long way round. 

A palace is the house of a king or queen. 
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THE REMOVAL OF THE ARK OF GOD TO JERUSALEM, 
THE CITY OF DAVID. 

After David had driven forth the Philistines b.c. 

from the land of Israel, and there was peace "045! 

throughout the land, he wished to bring up the 

ark of the Lord from Kirjath-jearim to his own 

city, Jerusalem. For from the time that the ark 

of the Lord had been sent back from the land of 

the Philistines, in the days of Samuel the prophet, 

it had remained at Kiijath-jearim, in the house of 

Abinadab. 

Then he consulted with all the chief men who 

were with him, and with the captains of his army, 

and proposed to them to send to all thfcvcVst^^Cwx^^ 
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throughoot the land, aad to the priests and Le- 
vites who were dwelling in their own cities among 
the tribes of Israel, that ther might gather them- 
selves together to them, and bring up the ark of 
God to Jerusalem. And the thing seemed right 
in the eyes of all the peofde. 

So David gathered all Israel together, firom one 
end of the land to the other, to bring the ark of 
God firom Earjath-jearim. And they took the ark 
of Qod out of the house of Abinadab, and placed 
it on a new cart, drawn by oxen, and went forth 
towards Jerusalem. ''And David and all Israel 
played before God with all their might, with sing- 
ing, and with harps, and with cymbals, and with 
trumpets.^ And the sons of Abinadab, Uzzah and 
Ahio, drove the cart on which the ark of God was 
placed. And when they had come near to the 
hill of Sion, the oxen shook the cart, and Uszah 
put forth his hand to the aik of God, and took 
of it. '' And the anger of the Lord was kin- 
st Uzzah, and he smote him, because he 
I hand to the ark ; and there he died before 
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The Lord had commanded that no one except 
the priests, the children of Aaron, should touch 
the ark ; even the Levites, who were appointed to 
bear the ark before the children of Israel entered 
the land of Canaan, might not touch the ark itself, 
nor look upon the holy things; the priests, the 
sons of Aaron, were first to cover them, that the 
Levites might not see or touch the holy ark of 
God, and die. Therefore when Uzzah, who was 
not of the house of Aaron, touched the ark, he 
sinned against the Lord, and the Lord smote him 
there, that all the people might fear the Lord, and 
dread to disobey his word. 

Then David was afraid, and said, ^^ How shall 
the ark of the Lord come to me?'' So he carried 
the ark aside into the house of Obed-Edom, which 
was near; for he feared to go on with it to the 
hill of Sion. And the ark of the Lord continued 
with the family of Obed-Edom three months ; and 
the Lord blessed Obed-Edom, and all that he had. 

Then David pitched a tabernacle for the ark 
of God on the hill of Sion, and prepared to 
bring up the ark from the house o^ OV^^^-^^^-^n- 
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to his own dtj. Bat he remembered the death 
of Uzzah, who had disobeyed the word of God 
and touched the ark ; therefore he assembled the 
priests, and the chief of the Lerites, and he com- 
manded them to sanctify themselves, that they 
might bring up the ark of the Lord God of Israel 
to the place which he had prepared for it. And 
he said, ^ None ought to carry the ark of God but 
the Levites, for them hath the Lord chosen to 
carry the ark.'' And because they had not done 
this at first, but had brought up the ark in a way 
which the Lord had not commanded, therefore they 
had displeased the Lord, and Uzzah was slain. 

''So the priests and Levites sanctified them- 
selves to bring up the ark of the Lord God of 
Israel.'' And David gathered all Israel together to 
Jerusalem ; and the Levites bore the ark of God 
upon their shoulders with the staves, as Moses 
commanded, according to the word of the Lord. 
So David, and the elders of Israel, and the chief 
J0^t^ brought up the ark of God from the 
J^ ^Btf Obed-Edom to the city of David with 
^ ^^d idl Israel followed '^ with shouting, and 
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with the sound of the comet, and with trumpets, 
and with cymbals, making a noise with psalteries 
and harps/^ And David himself danced before 
the ark of the Lord, and played, clothed in a 
robe of fine linen, and a linen ephod. And when 
they had brought the ark into the city of David, 
they placed it within the tabernacle which David 
had prepared for it ; and they oiFered there burnt- 
offerings and peace-offerings before the Lord. 

And when they had offered the burnt-offer- 
ings, David blessed the people in the name of the 
Lord. And he gave to every man and woman of 
the whole multitude of Israel, a cake of bread, 
and a good piece of flesh, and a flagon of wine. 
Then all the people departed, every one to his 
own home. 

But when David returned to bless his house- 
hold, Michal his wife, the daughter of Saul, re- 
proached him because he had laid aside his royal 
state, and had danced and played before the ark 
of God. Then David answered, " It was before 
the Lord, which chose me before thy father, and 
before all his house, to appoint me xwVet <5s^t 'Oc^^ 
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people of the Lord ; therefore will I play before 
the Lord : and I will be base in my own sight/' 

Therefore^ Michal, the daughter of Saul^ had 
no children to the day of her death ; because she 
had a proud heart, and despised David when he 
humbled himself to do honour to the Lord his 
God. 

And after the ark had been placed within the 
tent or tabernacle which David had prepared for 
it^ he appointed certain of the Levites to minister 
before the ark of the Lord continually^ as every 
day's work required ; and to thank and praise the 
Lord God of Israel with psalms and instruments 
of music. And Asaph was the chief of those who 
praised the Lord with cymbals. 

But Zadok the high-priest^ with his brethren, 
ministered before the Lord at Gibeon, in the land 
of Benjamin. For the tabernacle of the Lord which 
Moses had made in the wilderness, with the altar 
of bumt-ofTerings, vms at this time at Gibeon. 
And there Zadok, and his brethren the priests, 
offered burnt-offerings upon the altar continually, 
every morning and every evening, and did accord-' 
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ing to all which is written in the law of the 
Lord. 

And on that day David wrote a Psalm^ to thank 
the Lord for His goodness to His people Israel ; 
and he gave it to Asaph^ the chief of the musicians^ 
that he and his brethren might sing it before the 
Lord with instruments of music. 

2 Samuel vL ; 1 Chronicles xiii. xv. xvi. ; Psalm cv. 
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THE PROMISES OF GOD TO DAVID AND HIS SEED 
AFTER HIM. 

After David had brought the ark of the cove- 
nant to Jerusalem^ the Lord gave rest to him and 
to his kingdom from all his enemies round about. 
And he dwelt in peace in his palace on the hill of 
Sion, which Hiram the king of Tyre had built for 
him. 

Then David said to Nathan, a prophet of the 
Lord who was with him, " See now I dwell in a 
house of cedar, but the ark of the Lord dwelleth 
within curtains.^* And Nathan aw«w^x^^^^^ ^^ ^^ 
all that 28 In thine heart, for ftiel^OTdiV^^ViX^^^^^^^ 
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But that night the word of the Lord came to 
Nathan the prophet^ and the Lord said that David 
should not build a house for His name^ because 
he had been a man of war, and had shed blood. 
God said that He would subdue all the enemies of 
David, and make his family great in Israel ; and 
that when his days should be fulfilled, and he 
should sleep with his fathers. He would raise up 
his son after him, and would establish his kingdom 
in peace; and that he should build a house for 
his name. And the Lord gave David a promise 
or covenant by the mouth of his prophet, saying, 
^^ Thine house and thy kingdom shall be esta- 
blished for ever.'' 

And when David had heard the words which 
the Lord had spoken by Nathan, be went up to 
the tabernacle to worship the Lord. And he 
prayed and gave thanks before God for all the 
great things which He had done for him, and for 
the blessings which He had promised to him and 
to his seed after him. And he said, ** Now, Lord, 
let the thing that thou hast spoken concerning 
thy servant and concerning his house, be esta- 
blished for ever; and do «ia \!!a.o\3t\!«&\. ^4^^ that 
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thy name may be magnified for ever. Lord^ thou 
art 6od^ and hast promised this goodness unto 
thy servant ; now therefore let it please thee to 
bless the house of thy servant^ that it may be 
before thee for ever: for thou blessest^ O Lord, 
and it shall be blessed for ever.^^ 

After David had established his kingdom over 
all the land of Israel, he went forth again against 
the Philistines, and subdued them ; and he took 
from them the city of Gath, and the country 
around it, which belonged to the land of Israel. 
And he subdued also the people of Moab, and 
made them pay tribute to him. Afterwards he"^ 
extended the border of his kingdom to the river 
Euphrates, and subdued the king of Zobah and 
the Syrians who dwelt between that river and the 
land of Israel; for the Lord had promised to 
Abraham, that he would give to his seed all that 
land as far as the river Euphrates. David also 
^subdued the king of Damascus, a city of the Syrians 
on the north of the land of Canaan ; and he made 
all the Syrians pay tribute to him. ^' And the Lord 
preserved David whithersoever he YietA." 

And David dedicated to the I^ot^l ^ ^'^ ^^^^-^ 
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and gold, and brass, which he had taken from the 
nations which he had subdued, — ^from the people 
of M oab, and the people of Ammon, and from the 
Philistines, and the Amalekites, and the Syrians. 

S Samuel rit riii. 1 Cluranieles xru. xriiL xxii. 8. 
GeiMsb XT. la. DeataoDomy xL 24. 



To dedicate, is sokmnly to set apart for some particular pur- 
pose* To dedicate a thing to the Lord, was to offer it to God, 
and set it apart for His serrice, — for His temple or His priests. 



€ia jtrt ©XX JU. 

THE SIN OF DAVID. 

luc, David ruled for many years in peace over all the 

lOSft! ^^^^ ^^ Israel. The Lord had taken him from 

among the sheepfolds firom following the flocks, 

to be the king and shepherd of His people ; and 

time ^^ he fed them with a faithful and true. 

and ruled them prudently with all his 

.*' The Lord was with him whithersoever 

mt, and blessed him in all that he did. He 
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made his name great in the earth, and gave him 
riches and honour and power. His kingdom was 
estahlisbed over all the land of Israel, and over 
all the nations that were round about, even from 
the river Euphrates to the Great Sea, and from 
the wilderness to Lebanon ; for the hand of the 
Lord upheld him, and His arm strengthened him. 
But power and wealth made him think less of 
God, and fear Him less. He did not watch and 
keep his own heart carefully while he ruled his 
kingdom. So he lost from his heart the fear of 
God, though he knew it not till trial came. 

It was about the twelfth year of David's reign 
over all the tribes of Israel, and nearly twenty 
years after the death of Saul, when by a great 
and open sin he fell away from God, and showed 
how far his heart was changed by the trial of 
prosperity. Joab, the captain of his armies, had 
gone forth to punish the people of Ammon, who 
had insulted the messengers of David. But David 
remained in Jerusalem. And on an evening-tide, 
as he walked upon the roof of his house, he saw 
from thence a woman washing herself la tVxft.Vsificia. 
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within her garden. The woman was very beautiful 
to look upon ; and when David saw her^ he longed 
to have her for his wife. So he sent and inquired 
who the woman was ; and they told him that she 
was Bathsheba^ the wife of Uriah the Hittite. 
Uriah was a soldier in the army of Israel^ and at 
this time he was absent with Joab fighting against 
the enemies of David. 

Then David coveted Uriah's wife. He sinned 
and broke the command of God, which says, 
^^Thou shalt not covet any thing which is thy 
neighbour's.^' Sin entered into his heart, and he 
. did not put it from him. So his heart grew 
wicked, and he went on from sin to sin. He sent 
his servants to the house of Uriah to take Bath- 
sheba and bring her to him. And he lived for a 
time with Uriah's wife, as if she had been his own* 

After David had sinned, and had taken to him- 
self the wife of Uriah, he feared lest Uriah should 
return to Jerusalem and learn what he had 
done. So he wrote letters to Joab, the captain 
of his army, and told him to set Uriah in the 
front rank where the battle was hottest, whea 
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he went forth against the people of Amnion^ that 
.he might be killed. And Joab did as David 
commanded ; he went up against Rabbah^ a city 
of the Ammonites, and set Uriah in the first rank 
against the place where he knew that valiant men 
were, and Uriah was slain. Then he sent a mes- 
senger to David to tell him of the battle, and he 
commanded the messenger to say that Uriah the 
Hittite had fallen by the sword of the people of 
Ammon. 

When David heard that Uriah was slain, he 
did not repent of his evil deed ; but when Bath- 
sheba had mourned for her husband according to 
the custom, and the appointed days were past, he 
sent and fetched her openly to his house, and she 
became his wife. 

2 Samuel xi. 



Prosperity is loDg continued success or good fortune. 



DAVID'S REPENTANCE. 

David lived for many months after he had tak< 
to himself the wife of Uriah, and h^d cwol^^^ 



>^3|| 
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to be slain by the sword of the people of Ammon, 
without repenting of his sin. Nearly a year 
passed away, and a child was born of Bathsheba, 
yet he neither sorrowed for his siii, nor thought 
how great his guilt was ; or if he had thought of 
it for a time, he had learnt to make es^cuses for 
himself, and to forget it. His eyes we^e blinded 
by the deceitfiilness of sin. He had sinned wil- 
fully when he took to himself his neighbourV 
wife ; so his heart grew hard, and his conscience 
became dull and dead. Doubtless it warned him 
•when he was about to sin, and reproadiied him 
afterwards^ but when he did not listeuL to it9 Toice 
it ceased to warn him. 

But the Lord was merciful tp {lis servant Di^vid 
for His mercy^s sake. David had long served Him 
with a faithful and true heart, and God would not 
utterly forsake him, nor suffer him to go on in an 
evil way without calling lum to repent and return. 
[e sent Nathan the prophet to David to bring 
sin to his remembrance, to make him see 
elf as he really was> and thus to move him to 
3ce« 
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So Nathan the prophet came to David; and he 
spoke a parable, and said, "There were two men 
in one city; the one rich, the other poor. The 
rich man had exceeding many flocks and herds, 
but the poor man had nothing save one little ewe 
lamb which he had bought and nourished up; 
and it grew up together with him and with his 
children, and did eat of his own meat, and drank 
of his own cup, and was unto him as a daughter. 
And there came a traveller unto the rich man, and 
he spared to take of his own flock and of his own 
hei:d to dress for the wayfiuing man that was 
come unto him, but took the poor man's lamb, 
and dressed it for the man that was come unto 
him/' 

Then David's anger was greatly kindled against 
the man, and he said to Nathan, "The man that 
hath done this thing shall surely die, and he shall 
restore the lamb fourfold, because he hath done 
this thing, and because he had no pity.'' 

Then Nathan said to David, "Hiou art the 
ma©," 

David was himself the man y^\\SKa ^^2!!5Sc«si^ 
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words had described, and whom he had himself 
condemned to be worthy of death. He could see 
the guilt of another, though he could not see his 
own; and covetousness and cruelty were still 
hateful in his sight, though he had himself been 
covetous and crueL 

Then Nathan declared the message of God to 
David, and said, ^'Thus saith the Lord God of 
Israel, I anointed thee king over Israel, and I 
delivered thee out of the hand of Saul, and I gave 
thee thy master's house, and the house of Israel 
and Judah, and if that had been too little, I 
would moreover have given thee such and such 
things. Wherefore hast thou despised the com- 
mandment of the Lord to do evil in His sight? 
Thou hast killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword, 
and hast taken his wife to be thy wife. Now, 
therefore, the sword shall never depart from thine 
house, because thou hast despised me, and hast 

ken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife.'* 
David's eyes were opened, and he saw 
eat his guilt was; and he said to Nathan, 
ive sinned against the Lord," 
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And Nathan said to David^ ^^The Lord also 
hath put away thy sin ; thou shalt not die. How- 
beit^ because by this deed thou hast given great 
occasion to the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme^ 
the child that is born unto thee shall surely die.'' 

The Lord who sees the hearts of men^ saw that 
David's penitence was deep and real. Therefore 
He promised that He would put away his sin^ and 
would forgive it. Saul had used the same words, 
when Samuel told him of his sin in disobeying 
the command of God, and had said, " I have 
sinned ;" but he was not forgiven, for though the 
words were the same, the heart was different. 
Saul did not really sorrow for his sin, nor humble 
himself before God. But David spoke from a 
broken and contrite heart; so God forgave the 
wickedness qf his sin. He said that He would 
so put away his sin, that death, which his sin 
deserved, should not come upon him. 

Then Nathan departed from David. And David 
humbled himself before God, and prayed and said, 
" Have mercy upon me, O God, after thy great 
goodness ; according to the multitude oS. ^Oa?^ \ssrx- 
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cies, do away mine offences. Wash me throughly 
from my wickedness, and cleanse me from my 
sin. For I acknowledge my faults iinto thee, and 
my sin is ever before me. . . . Turn thy face from 
my sins, and put out all my misdeeds. Make me 
a clean heart, O Ood, and renew a right spirit 
within me. Cast me not away from thy presence, 
and take not thy Holy Spirit from me. O ^ve 
me the comfort of thy help again, and stablish me 
with thy free Spirit. Then shall I teach thy ways 
unto the wicked, and sinners shall be converted 
unto thee. Deliver me from blood-guiltiness, O 
Ood, thou that art the Ood of my health, and my 
tongue shall sing of thy righteousness. For thou 
desirest no sacrifice, else would I give it: thou 
delightest not in burnt-offerings. The sacrifice of 
Ood is a troubled spirit; a broken and a coatiite 
heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.'^ 

2 Samuel xii. Psalm li. 



> 



A contrite heart, is a heart broken and hnmbled by sonow. 
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dtmttt (sxxvi. 

THE PUNISHMENT OF DAVID'S SIN. 

Thb Lord had promised to put away the sin of b.c. 
David his servant ; but David did not put away ^^34 
the remembrance of it, nor forgive himself. Again 
and again he acknowledged his faults to God, and 
his sin was ever before him, even to the day of 
his death. In many Psalms ^ he poured out his 
soul in sorrow before the Lord, and entreated his 
for^veness. He found comfort in confessing his 
sins, and humbling himself before God and man 
on account of them. " While I held my tongue,'^ 
he says in Psalm xxxii., ^^my bones consumed 
away through my daily complaining. Thy hand 
was heavy upon me day and night. . . . But I ac- 
knowledged my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity 
have I not hid. I said, I will confess my sin unto 
the Lord ; and so thou forgavest the iniquity of 
my sin.^' 

David had been a prayerful man from his 

* Psakn vi. xxv. xxxii. xxxviii. xxid^, t^, "^v^ ^^» 



I^ r^x «u vjiuju3:r or mjkvnrs six. 



jsrattsc^an. JlL dvmch U^ Efe he had been 
.ft^.:usaIlIllOL lif «wihcqpaBicflBftit finomGodin 
mitfs^ ^'^ ^:!ttL Joit »dfanii^« ani to turn to Him 
^±3: miaK joii ~iiBiiig_'iiniL m inMS of joy and 
^.usB^Ok It ^vai^ aa ife mAbi of Ac troubled and 
^v:sai0ar*ii^ 2& w^ieii he led far so many years, 
4ci»i jifeii i mrA^ aaai ife caves of raling his king- 
^ofoudM W wivaeifegicafeerpait of those Psalms 
^^ |rmr aai praise whkh aie preserved in the 
IK&iie. Ansi iww ia this hsly habit of prayer he 
i.HWiiS^<^MUwt ia his heavy aoRow^ and power 
V^tvv^nerttvMD^ifeeftctsofsiii. Tlius he gained 
$(;;^fii^l^ t)^ newni i^pua to Ac way of righteous- 
«K«$:$«. 6^«ft which he had strayed fiur a time, and 
wv«i biKl: the grace and finroor of God, which his 
$111 had fevtinted* 

AtfWr Xalhan had departed from David, the 

|Hiui$hiiHMit of his sin whkh the prophet had fore- 

K4d b<|Ean to come upon him. The Lord struck 

^^l^chttd which Uriah's wife had borne to him 

^^^^Mickiic^s^ David therefore besought the Lord 

^■rt the child : and he fested, and lay all night 

MHm earth. But on the seventh day the child 
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died ; and David's servants feared to tell him of it, 
lest he should afflict himself still more. But when 
David knew that the child was dead, he arose from 
the earth, and washed himself, and changed his 
garments, and went into the house of the Lord 
and worshipped. 

And the servants of king David wondered when 
they saw that he mourned less when he knew that 
the child was dead ; and they said to him, ^' What 
thing is this that thou hast done ? thou didst fast 
and weep for the child while it was yet alive, but 
when the child was dead, thou didst rise and eat 
bread.** And David answered, " While the child 
was yet alive I fasted and wept; for I said. Who 
can tell whether God will be gracious to me, that 
the child may live ? But now he is dead, where- 
fore should I fast? can I bring him back again? 
I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me.** 

And after a time God was gracious to Davids 
and gave to him and Bathsheba his wife another ^.c. 
son ;** and he called his name Solomon, and the io33. 
Lord loved him.** 

2 Samuel xii. 
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e^utut exxvBt. 

THE MURDER OF AMNON, DAVIDS FIRST-BORN 
SON, BY HIS BROTHER ABSALOM. 

David had been warned by the prophet Nathan, 
that the sword should never depart firom his honse, 
because he had killed Uriah with the sword, and 
had taken Uriah's wife to be his wife. And the 
prophet's words were still to be fulfilled. David 
was not spared the chastisement of his sins, though 
on his repentance he was received again into God's 
favour ; for sorrow and sufiering must ever follow 
sin. The death of the child which Bathsheba had 
borne was the banning of tkeee sorrows, and 
others followed quickly. 

David had many wives, according to the custom 
of those times ; and he had many children by these 
wives. Amnon was his first-bom son ; Absalom 
the son of another wife. And about two years 
the birth of Solomon, Amnon did a great in- 
to Tamar, the sister of Absalom. Therefore 
lorn hated his brother Amnon ; but he said 
jngi and spoke neither good nor bad to Amnon. 
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And after two full years had passed, Absalom fi.c. 
had a feast at the time of sheep-shearing ; and he ^^^ 
asked the king his father to let Amnon and all the 
king's sons go with him to the feast. And David 
let them go. Then Absalom commanded his ser* 
vants to kill Amnon when he should be at the 
feast. He said, " Mark ye when Amnon's heart 
is merry with wine ; and when I say unto you, 
Smite Amnon, then kill him : fear not.'' 

And the servants of Absalom did as he had 
commanded, and slew Amnon. Then all the king's 
sons who were at the feast arose and fled. And 
they came to David, and told him that Amnon 
had been slain by Absalom his brother ; and they 
wept for Amnon. Then the king tore his gar- 
ments, and wept very sore ; and his servants wept 
also. And king David mourned for his son day 
by day. But Absalom fled away from the land 
of Israel to the king of Geshur, who was the father 
of his mother; and he remained there three years. 
Thus David was deprived of both his sons. 

And after a time, David was comforted for the 
loss of Amnon ; and his love for Absalom. \xx^ 'sw^ 



■\ 



1*1^ 7XZ VrXJHX DF JLKSms^ SlATTB's SOX. 

wiKBL J>imt vbcxvbL 

*T(Wlff JLUBUIIIXf. 3tt 

womjfinx see ami; ^ 
ovTK kovse; kt 
loot recariMd to 
jeurvat Jcrosaka 
iuft&llicr. 

But 9t At end of tk tvo tbus, Absdom mant 
for Jo«b and aid, ^ WlMnfere am I come from 
Gcshor? it had been good far me to have been 
there atilL Now therefore let me see the Idng^s 
foce ; and if there be an j iniqoitjr in me, let him 
kill me.'* So Joab came to the king and told him. 
Then David sent finr Absalom his son ; and Absa- 
lom came to the king, and bowed himself on his 
face to the ground, and the king kissed him. 

2 Sftmoel zni. xit. 




To be deprtred of a thing, is to hmve it taken from vs. 
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THE REBELLION OF ABSALOM. 

Absalom^ king David's son, was very beautiful; b.c. 
from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head 1020! 
there was no blemish in him. And in all Israel 
there was no one so much praised as Absalom for 
beauty. 

But Absalom had a bad heart : he had shown 
himself to be treacherous and cruel as a brother, 
and vanity and pride led him on to greater sins. 
The men of Israel loved him for his beauty and 
pleasant words ; and after his father had forgiven 
him, his heart was lifted up, and he began to wish 
to secure the kingdom for himself. So ke pre- 
pared chariots and horses for himself and his 
household, and a company of fifty men who went 
before him when he journeyed, and he lived in 
royal state like David his father. And every day 
he rose up early, and went forth and stood by the 
gate of the city. And when the people came to 
tjie king his father for justice and y3iA^\x\fc\3^.^>Nfc 
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spoke kindly to them^ and asked them of their 
business. And then he would say, " Thy matters 
are good and right ; but there is no man appointed 
by the king to hear thee. O that I were made 
judge in the land^ that every man that hath any 
suit or cause might come to me^ and I would do 
him justice/^ And when any man came to do. 
him obeisance^ he put forth his hand and took 
him^ and kissed him. Thus Absalom woa the 
hearts of the men of Israel. 

And after a time, when Absalom thought ibat 
the men of Israel would be willing to follow hiin^ 
he determined to rebel against his father David^ 
and make himself king. So he went to kin; 
David to get his leave to go to Hebron ; and b 
said, that he had vowed a vow while he was t 
Geshur in Syria, that if the Lord would bring hi 
again to Jerusalem, he would serve the Lord 
Hebron. And the king gave him leave to go. 

Then Absalom sent men throughout all 
tribes of Israel to persuade the people to fol 
him ; and he charged them that when they ah^ 
bear the sound of the trumpet they should 



THE REBELLION OF ABSALOM. 191 

" Absalom reigneth in Hebron/' And he himself 
went forth to Hebron; and there followed him 
from Jerusalem two hundred men^ who went with 
him^ not knowing that he purposed to rebel 
against his father. And people came from all the 
tribes of Israel to Absalom, and their number in- 
creased continually. 

And there came a messenger to David and told 
him, that Absalom his son had risen up against 
him, and that he had won the hearts of the men 
of Israel, and that a great multitude followed 
him. 

Then David said to all his servants that were 
with him at Jerusalem, ^^ Arise, and let us flee, for 
we shall not else escape from Absalom: make 
speed to depart, lest he overtake us suddenly, 
and bring evil upon us, and smite the city with 
the edge of the sword.'' And the king's servants 
said, " Behold thy servants are ready to do what- 
soever my lord the king shall appoint" Then 
i^ king went forth from Jerusalem, and all his 
aenr^ts with him. 

David had never before this time flfid^ ^<:s\s!c 
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danger. In his early years he had gone forth 
fearlessly without companion or follower, or ar- 
mour or sword, to meet the giant Goliath; and 
since that time, again and again, he had led the 
armies of Israel against the bravest of their ene- 
mies. And now he had with him many brave and 
valiant men, men known throughout all Israel for 
strength and courage; and his city, Jerusalem, 
was strongly built, and might have been defended 
against a host of men. Tet he fled forth from it, 
from Absalom his rebellious son, who was but a 
youth and unskilled in war. 

It was not the fear of men, but the remembrance 
of his sins, that made David flee from Absalom. 
The Lord had declared to him by Nathan his 
prophet that the sword should never depart from 
his house, because he had slain Uriah with the 
sword, and had taken Uriah's wife to be his wife. 
And David saw in the rebellion of his son, God's 
just judgment on his sin. Therefore he bowed 
iself before the Lord, and submitted himself 
;ly to His will. He wished that there might 
bloodshed among his people for his sfJce, 



just Jl 
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but that he alone might suffer. Therefore he fled 
before Absalom his rebellious son^ and left his 
city to him. 

2 Samuel xv. 

A suit here means a request or petition, or a cause for judg- 
ment 

To submit, is to give ourselves up to the will of another, to 
bear patiently what is put upon us. 

The gate of the city in the land of Israel, and in other coun- 
tries of the East, was the place where the king, or governor, or 
judge, was accustomed to hold his court, to give judgment, and 
hear the complaints of the people. There was commonly a room 
within or near the gate or porch, where the court was held. 
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THE FLIGHT OF KING DAVID FROM JERUSALEM. 

JVhbn David had gone forth from Jerusalem, 
and had passed without the gate, he stopped on 
the border of the brook Cedron to view the men 
who followed him. And all the people passed 
beside him, and crossed the brook towards the 
way of the wilderness, or desert eountrj^ qtcl ^i5BR. 
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east side of Jerusalem ; and they wept as they 
passed over. Zadok and Abiathar tilie priests, 
and all the Levites also, followed David, bearing 
the ark of God ; and they set down the ark by the 
brook till all the people had done passing out of 
the city. 

Then David said to Zadok, "Carry back the 
ark of God into the city : if I shall find favour 
in the eyes of the Lord, He will bring me again, 
and show me both it, and His habitation : bnt if 
He thus say, I have no delight in thee; behold, 
here I am, let Him do to me as it seemeth good 
unto Him.^' 

David judged himself to be unworthy, on ac- 
count of his sins, to be followed by the ark of the 
Lord ; and he believed that if it was God's will to 
preserve him through this trial. His presence would 
be with him, though the ark, the sign of His pre* 
sence, should be with Absalom in Jerusalem ; and 
if not, he was prepared to suffer. 

So Zadok and Abiathar carried back the ark of 
God to Jerusalem ; and David told them that h^ 
would remain near Jerusalem, in the plain of the 
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wilderness, until they should send him word what 
Absltlom purposed to do. 

Then king David moved onwards from Jerusa* 
lem, and went up the mount of Olives ; he went 
up barefoot, with his face covered, and weeping as 
he went. And all the people that were with him 
cov^ed every man his head, and went up weeping. 
And when he h$d come to the top of the mounts 
from which Jerusalem his city could still be seen, 
he stQi^)ed for a while and worshipped God ; aqd 
then he went onward toward^ the way of the wiU 
deroess. 

And one of the people who followed David, told 
him that Abitbophel had joined the conspiracy of 
Ahndom* Abithopbel had been the companion and 
chief counsellor of Davids and hi$ famiiia^r friend 
in whom he trusted; and now he had turned 
againat him, and was numbered among bis ene^ 
mies \ Then David prayed that the Lord would 
turn the counsel of Ahithophel to foolishness ; for 
Abitbophel wiks very wise in counsel. 

And m the king moved onwards fixnn the 

1 Pialm jji 9. 

o2 
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mount of Olives towards the way of the wildemess, 
Ilushai, another of his counsellors and his fiiend, 
met him^ with his clothes rent^ and earth upon his 
head. But David would not let Hushai follow 
him ; but prayed him to return to Jerusalem, and 
join himself to the servants and counsellors of 
Absalom, that he might prevent Absalom from 
following the wise counsels of Ahithophel, and 
might send him word by Zadok and Abiathar of 
all that Absalom intended to do. So Hushai re- 
turned to Jerusalem. 

And when David came to Bahurim, a city of 
the tribe of Benjamin, a man of the family o 
Saul, whose name was Shimei, came forth an 
cursed David. And he cast stones at him, and t 
the men who followed him, and said, *^ Come oi 
come out, thou man of Belial : the Lord hd 
returned upon thee all the blood of the house 
Saul, in whose stead thou hast reigned ; and h 
delivered thy kingdom into the hand of Absa 
thy son.*' Then Abishai, the son of Zeruiah, 
of David's captains, who was with him, said, "1 
$hould this dead dog curse my lord the king 
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me go over, I pray thee, and take oflf his head.'* 
But David answered, "Let him curse, because 
the Lord hath said unto him. Curse David/' 

And as David and his men went on by the way, 
Shimei went along on the hill over against him, 
and cursed as he went, and threw stones at him, 
and cast dust. And David said, ^' Behold my son 
seeketh my life : how much more may this Benja- 
mite do it ? let him alone, let him curse. It may 
be that the Lord will look on my affliction, and 
will requite me good for his cursing this day.'* 

Thus David, in his affliction, offered to God the 
sacrifice of a broken and contrite spirit. When 
he was reviled he reviled not again, but committed 
his way unto the Lord ; for he believed that " the 
Lord is nigh unto them that are of a contrite heart, 
and will save such as be of an humble spirit \'' 

2 Samuel xv. xvi. 

A conspiracy, is a plot, or a secret agreement, against a king 
or goTomor. 
To requite, is to repay, to reward with good or evil. 
To revile, is to reproach with angry words. 

^ Psalm xxxiv. l^. 



198 
ffifiairtet (EXXX. 

THE OVERTHROW OF THE COUNSEL OF TH 
ENEMIES OF DAVID. 

David had not gone far from Jerusalem, h 
Absalom and the people who were with him i 
and took possession of the city. And Hu 
David's fkithftil friend, met Absalom as he ent 
and said that he would serve with him as he 
served with his father David. 

Then Absalom assembled the chief men 
were with him, and asked them to give coi 
what he should do. And Ahithophel said, ^ 
me now choose out 12,000 men, and I will 
and pursue after David this night : and I will < 
upon him while he is weary and weak han 
and all the people that are with him shall flee 
I will smite the king only : and I will bring 
all the people unto thee.'* And the counsi 
Ahithophel pleased Absalom and all the elders 
were with him. But he said, ^^ Call now Hi 
also, and let us hear what he saith.'' And ^ 
Hushai was come, he told him what Ahithophe 
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advised ; and said, ^^ Shall we do after this saying?^^ 
Then Husbai said^ ^^The counsel that Ahithophel 
hath giyen is not good at this time. For thou 
knowest thy father and his men, that they be 
valiant men, and they be chafed in their minds, 
as a bear robbed of her whelps : and thy father 
is a man of war, and will not lodge with the 
people. Behold, he is hid now in some pit, or in 
8<une other place. Therefore I counsel that all 
Israel be gathered unto thee, from Dan even to 
Beersheba ; and that thou go to battle in thine 
own person. So shall we come upon him in 
some place where he shall be found ; and of him 
and all the people that are with him there shall 
not be left so much as one.^^ 

And Absalom and the elders who were with him 
said, ^^The counsel of Hushai is better than the 
counsel of Ahithophel.^* For the Lord had ap- 
pointed that the good counsel of Ahithophel should 
be defeated, that the way of wickedness might not 
prosper, and that evil should come upon Absalom. 

Then Hushai told Zadok and Abiathar the 
priests the counsel of Ahithophel, andtke. c^xsk^is^ 
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which he had himself given. And he told them 
to send and tell David that he should not lodge 
that night in the plains of the wilderness, but 
should pass over the river Jordan at once ; for he 
feared that Ahithophel might take men and pursue 
after him, as he had said. So Zadok and Abia* 
thar sent and told David the words of Hushai. 
And he and all the people that were with him 
crossed over the Jordan that night; and they 
journeyed on, and came, faint and weary, to Ma- 
hanaim. 

And when it was known that David had fled 
from Jerusalem, and had come to Mahanaim with 
his men, Barzillai and others, who loved David, 
who were near to that city, brought wheat, and 
barley, and flour, and parched corn, and beans, 
and lentiles, and honey, and butter, and sheep, 
and cheese for him and for the people that were 
with him to eat ; for they said, " The people is 
hungry, and weary, and thirsty, in the vnlder- 
ness.^* 

When Ahithophel saw that his counsel was 
not /oilowedLhe arose and returned home to his 
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own city, and put his household in order, and 
hanged himself, and died. 

And when Absalom had gathered together a 
large army, he made Amasa, a cousin of Joab, 
his chief captain, and set forth to pursue after 
David. And he crossed the Jordan, and pitched 
his camp in the plains of Gilead near to the city 
of Mahanaim where David was. 

' 2 Samuel xvi. xvii. 

To be chafed, is to be furious, or very angry. 
To defeat, is to overthrow. 



fflftapter dtXXXi. 

THE DEATH OF ABSALOM. 

As soon as it was known throughout the land of 
Israel that king David had fled to Mahanaim, 
from Absalom his rebellious son, a number of his 
men of war, who remained faithful to their king, 
gathered themselves together to him. 

And when David found that Absalom sought 
his life, and had followed h\mm\)cL\3L\^«rEK:5'>^^ 



I 
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determined to lead forth his men against him. 
Then he numbered the people that were with 
him^ and set captains over every thousand, and 
over every hundred. And he divided his army 
into three parts; and sent forth one part under 
Joab^ another under Abishai his brother, and the 
third under Ittai. But he himself dkl not go forth 
with them; for his people besought him not to 
risk his life in the battle, but to remain in the 
city to help them in case his army might be over- 
come. And as the army went forth against Ab- 
salom, king David stood by the gate side, and as 
they passed by he commanded the chief captains, 
Joab, Abishai, and Ittai, to deal gently with Ab- 
salom for his sake. And all the people heard the 
king give the captains charge to spare Absalom. 

So the army of king David went forth, and met 
Absalom with his army near a thick wood. And 
the battle was fought in the wood ; and Absalom's 
people were scattered before the servants of Da- 
vid, and they fled, and a great number were slain. 
And as Absalom fled through the wood, his mule 
went under the thick boughs of a great oak, and 
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his head struck against a bough, and his long and 
beautiful hair was entangled in the branches. And 
his mule passed on from under him, and left him 
hanging in the tree, with his head fixed among 
Che branches. 

And one of the soldiers of king David's army 
saw Absalom hanging in the oak, and ran and 
told Joab. And he said, " Wherefore didst thou 
not smite him to the ground ? and I would have 
given thee ten shekels of silver.^' But the soldier 
answered, "Though I should receive a thousand 
shekels of silver, yet would I not put forth my 
hand against the king^s son : for in our hearing 
the king charged thee, and Abishai, and Ittai, 
saying, ' Beware that none touch the young man 
Absalom.' '^ Then Joab took three darts in his 
hand, and went and thrust them through the 
heart of Absalom, while he was yet alive in the 
midst of the oak» 

And when Absalom was slain, Joab blew the 
trumpet to call his soldiers back from pursuing 
the people who had followed Absalom. Then 
they took the body of Absalom ttivd. Ci^^\.SX.*'«s5^ '^ 
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deep pit in the wood^ and laid a great heap of 
stones upon it. And all the people of Israel who 
had followed Absalom fled every man to his tent. 

Then Joab commanded one of the young men 
who were with him to go and tell the king what 
he had seen. And the man bowed himself unto 
Joabj and ran. Then Ahimaaz, the son of Zadok 
the priest, who was with Joab, prayed him to let 
him run also after Cushi, the first messenger, to 
bear the tidings to king David. But Joab said, 
"Wherefore wouldst thou run, my son, seeing 
thou hast no good tidings ?'' And Ahimaaz said, 
" Howsoever, let me run.'^ So he ran, and over- 
ran Cushi, and came first to the city. 

Now David sat between the two gates waiting 
to see how the battle went; and the watchman 
stood upon the watch tower above the gate. And 
as Ahimaaz drew near, the watchman cried and 
told the king that he saw a man running. And 
the king said, " If he be alone, there is tidings in 
his mouth/* Then the watchman saw Cushi fol- 
lowing, and he cried and said, " Behold another 
man running alone.** And the king said, ^^He 



THE DEATH OF ABSALOM. 205 

also bringeth tidings.'' And the watchman said, 
" Methinketh that the running of the foremost is 
like the running of Ahimaaz, the son of Zadok." 
And the king said, *^He is a good man, and 
bringeth good tidings." 

Then Ahimaaz drew near, and called aloud to 
the king, " All is well." And he fell down upon 
bis face before the king, and said, ^^ Blessed be 
the Lord thy God, which hath delivered up the 
men who lifted up their hand against my lord the 
king." And the king said, "Is the young man 
Absalom safe ?" And Ahimaaz answered, " When 
Joab sent me, thy servant, I saw a great tumult, 
but I knew not what it was." Then Cushi drew 
near, and said, *^ Tidings, my lord the king : for 
the Lord hath avenged thee this day of all them 
that rose up against thee." And the king said, 
" Is the young man Absalom safe ?" And Cushi 
answered, "The enemies of my lord the king, and 
all that rise against thee to do thee hurt, be as 
that young man is." 

And when the king knew that Absalom his son 
VSLQ dead^ he was much moved*, axAVvft^^^^'*^ 
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to the chamber over the gate and wept. And as 
he went, he said, '^ O my son Absalom, my son, 
my son Absalom ! would God I had cUed for thee, 
O Absalom, my son V 

2 Samnel xriii. 

A shekel was a silver coin in nse among the children of Israeli 
worth abont half-a-crown of English money. 

A tamnlt is a distorhanee. 

The place where David sat between the two gates^ to await 
the result of the battle, was the porch or covered waj beneath 
the gate tower, where the governor of the city and the judges were 
accustomed to hold their courts. Over this there was a to6m ; 
and above, the place of wat^, where the watchman stood. 



©fiaptet (tXXOCih 

THE RETURN OF KING DAVID TO JERUSALEM. 

David mourned very bitterly for Absalom his 
son ; for he had died in sin, whilst he was rebel- 
ling against his father and his king. He had not 
mourned thus for the infant child of Bathsheba 
wrhom God had taken from him; for he hoped 
that he was taken to his rest, and that he should 
go to him^ when his a^^ointed time should come 
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to die. But Absalom was cut off in the midst of 
his wickedness, while the curse of God was upon 
him ; for it is written, " Cursed is he that setteth 
light by his father or his mother \^' Therefore 
David's sorrow was very great, for he remembered 
the words of Nathan the prophet, and looked 
upon the death of Absalom his son as a judgment 
upon his own sins. So ^'his spirit was over- 
whelmed within him, and his heart within him 
was desolate ;^ he " groaned in the disquietness 
of his heart, and went mourning all the day 
long.'^ 

And all the people hektd how the king was 
grieved for his son, and the victory that day was 
turned into mourning to all the people. And the 
tossn of David's army returned in silence into the 
city, ^^ as people being ashamed steal away when 
they flee from battle." And the king covered his 
&uoe, and cried with a loud voice, ^^O my son 
Absalom, O Absalom, my son, my son !" 

Then Joab went to king David, and com- 
plained because he mourned so much for Ab- 
^ DettteroQoaiy xxvil. 16. 
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went forth as far as Gilgal to meet the king, and 
bring him back over the Jordan. 

So king David returned from Mahanaim, and 
came to the Jordan. And as soon as he had 
crossed the river with his household, Shimei, the 
Benjamite, who had cursed king David on the 
day that he fled from Absalom, fell down before 
the king ; for he had hasted to come down with 
the men of Judah to meet the king. And he said, 
" Let not my lord impute iniquity unto me, 
neither do thou remember that which thy servant 
did perversely the day that my lord the king went 
out of Jerusalem ; for thy servant doth know that 
I have sinned; therefore, behold, I have come 
first of all the house of Israel to meet my lord the 
king.*^ Then Abishai said to David, ^' Shall not 
Shimei be put to death for this, because he cursed 
the Lord*s anointed ?" But David answered that 
there should no man be put to death that day in 
Israel. And he said to Shimei, "Thou shalt not 
die.^^ 

Then David went onward from the Jordan to 
Jerusalem, and returned to his o^i\ Vkow^^. KssSs. 

7? 
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And when king David had prepared abundantly 
all things that were required for building the 
temple of the Lord, he called for Solomon his 
son, and charged him to build an house for the 
Lord Ood of Israel. And he said to Solomon, 
<^ My son, it was in my mind to build an house 
unto the name of the Lord my God : but the word 
of the Lord came unto me saying, Thou hast shed 
blood abundantly, and hast made great wars : thou 
shalt not build an house unto my name. Behold, 
a son shall be bom to thee, who shall be a man of 
rest ; and I will give him rest from all his enemies 
round about : for his name shall be called Solo- 
mon, and I will give peace and quietness unto 
Israel in his days. He shall build an house for 
toy name ; and he shall be my son, and I will be 
his Father ; and I will establish the throne of his 
kingdom over Israel for ever. Now, my son, the 
Lord be with thee ; prosper thou, and build the 
house of the Lord thy God, as He hath said of 
t^ee. The Lord give thee wisdom and under- 
stlUElding, that thou mayest keep the law of the 
Lord thy God. Then shalt thou ^to^^^x^Si '"^^^2^ 

p2 
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were skilfW in singing, or in playing on instru- 
ments of music, and were instructed in the songs 
of the Lord ; and he divided them also into 
twenty-four courses, under Asaph, Heman, and 
Jeduthun, who were the chief of the musicians, to 
prophesy, or praise God, with harps and psalteries 
and cymbals. And they stood before the taber- 
nacle of the Lord every morning and every even- 
ing, to thank and praise the Lord, and to bless His 
name continually. 

1 Chronicles xxii. xxiii. xxiv. xxv. 



The name Solomon means peaceable. 

Harps, psalteries, and cymbals, are different kinds of instru- 
ments of music. 



Otljapfer ©XXXSU. 

THE ANOINTING OF SOLOMON KING OVER ISRAEL. 

After David had made preparations for the b.c. 
building of the house of the Lord, and had ordered loie. 
all things which related to the worship of the 
Lord and the service of His tabernacle^ \3fta^.S>ckfc 
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Lord God of Israel might be honoured among 
His people^ he resolved to anoint Solomon his son 
to be king over Israel. For David was now old 
and full of days^ and the time of his death seemed 
to be nigh at hand. 

So king David commanded Zadok the priest 
and Nathan the prophet to anoint Solonion bis 
son to be king over Israel. Then Benaiah, the 
captain of the king's guards placed Solomon on 
the king's mule, and brought him forth through 
the city to the fount of Gihon, which was on the 
west side of Jerusalem. And Zadok the priest 
took an horn of oil out of the tabernacle^ and 
there anointed Solomon to be king in the presence 
of all the people. And they blew with a trumpet; 
and all the people said, " God save king Solomon." 
And all the people came up after him playing 
with pipes, and rejoicing with great joy, so that 
the whole city rang with the sound. And they 
placed Solomon on the throne of the king. 

Then king David gave thanks to God> and sgJMil^ 
^^ Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who hath 
given one to sit on n^y throne this day, miae eyes 
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seeing it/' And his servants said, ^^ God make 
the name of Solomon better than thy name, and 
make his throne greater than thy throne/' 

After Solomon had been anointed to be king 
ov^ Israel, David assembled at Jerusalem all the 
princes of the tribes of Israel, and the captains of 
his guard, and the chief officers of his household, 
and all the valiant and mighty men in Israel. 
Then king David stood up, and said, ^' Hear me, 
my brethren, and my people : I had in my h^ui; to 
build an house of rest for the ark of the covenant 
of the liordf and for the footstool of our God, and 
had made ready for the building : But God said 
unto me, ^ Thou shalt not build an house for my 
name, because thou hast been a man of war, and 
hast shed blood.' Howbeit the Lord God of 
Israel chose me before all the house of my father 
to be king over Israel for ever : for He hath 
chosen Judah to be the ruler ; and of the house 
of Judah, and of the house of my father. He liked 
me to make me king over all Israel. And of all 
my sons (for the Lord hath given me many sons), 
He hath chosen Solomon my son to sit w^^\^.^^^& 
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throne of the kingdom of the Lord over Israel. 
And He said unto me^ 'Solomon thy son shall 
build my house and my courts ; for I have chosen 
him to be my son^ and I will be his Father. More- 
over I will establish his kingdom for ever, if he 
be constant to do my commandments and my 
judgments, as at this day.^ ^' 

Then David charged Solomon his son, in the pre« 
sence of all the chief officers and the princes of his 
people, to keep all the commandments of the Lord 
God of Israel, and said, "Thou, Solomon my son, 
know thou the God of thy father, and serve 
Him with a perfect heart and with a willing 
mind : for the Lord searcheth all hearts, and un- 
derstandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts : 
if thou seek Him, He will be found of thee ; but 
if thou forsake Him, He will cast thee off for 
ever. Take heed now ; for the Lord hath chosen 
thee to build an house for the sanctuary: be 
strong, and do it.^^ 

Then David gave to Solomon the pattern of 
the house of the Lord, of the courts, and of the 
chamhers round about, and of the place of the 
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mercy seat, and of all the vessels that were to be 
used in the service of the Lord : for the Lord had 
revealed to David by the Spirit the pattern of the 
temple which Solomon was to build, and of all 
the things that were to be therein. 

1 Kings i. 32—48. 1 Chronicles xxviii. 



Otljapfer dtXXXV. 

THE OFFERINGS OF KING DAVID AND THE PRINCES 
OF ISRAEL FOR THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD. 

When David had given to Solomon his son the J-^* 
pattern of the house which he was to build for 
the Lord, and of all the things which he was to . 
make for the service of the Lord's house, he 
spoke again to the congregation of the chief men 
of Israel, and said, " Solomon my son is yet 
young and tender, and the work is great : for the 
palace is not for man, but for the Lord God. 
Now I have prepared with all my might for the 
house of my God gold and silver, and brass and 
iron, and wood, and all manner of precvsvxs^ ^wnr.^^ 
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and marble stones, and stones of divers colours. 
Moreover, because I have set my affection to the 
house of my God, I have of my own proper goods 
given to the house of my God, over and above all 
that I have prepared for the holy house, three 
thousand talents of gold of Ophir, and seven thou- 
sand talents of refined silver, to overlay the walls 
of the house, and for all manner of work to be 
made by the hand of artificers. Who then is 
willing to consecrate his service this day unto the 
Lord?*' 

Then the chief of the fathers and princes of the 
tribes of Israel, and the detains of thousands 
and of hundreds, with the officers of the king's 
household, offered willingly. And they gave for 
the service of the house of God, of gold five 
thousand talents, and of silver eighteen thousand 
talents. And they who had precious stones gave 
them to the treasurer of the house of the L(NtL 
And the people rejoiced because with a perfect 
heart they offered willingly to the Lord: and 
Da>'id the king also rejoiced with great joy. 

And when the king and all the princes of Israel 
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had made their offerings for the temple of the 
Lord tiieir God^ David prayed aloud and blessed 
the Lord; and said^ ^^ Blessed be thou, Lord God 
of Israel our father^ for ever and ever. Thine, O 
Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and the 
glory, and the migesty : for all that is in the heaven 
and in the ecq-th is thine. Both riches and honour 
come of thee, thou reignest over all ; and in thine 
hand it is to make great^ and to give strength to 
all. Now therefore, O God, we thank thee, and 
praise thy glorious name. But who am I, and 
what is my people, that we should be able to 
off^ so willingly after this sort? for all things 
€K>nie of thee, and of thine own have we given 
thee. For we are strangers before thee, and so* 
joumers, as were all our fathers : our days on 
«arth are as a shadow, and there is none abiding. 
O Lord our God, all this store that we have pre- 
pared to build thee an house for thy holy name 
cometh of thine hand, and is all thine own. I 
know also, my God, that thou triest the heart, 
and hast pleasure in uprightness. As for me, in 
the uprightness of my heart I have willin^lY 
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ofiered all these things : and now I have seen 
with joy thy people who are present here to offer 
willingly unto thee. O Lord God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and of Israel, our fathers, stablish their 
hearts unto thee, and give unto Solomon my son 
a {perfect heart to keep thy commandments, and 
thy statutes^ and to do all these things, and to 
build the palace for which I have made pro- 
vision.** 

Then all the congregation also blessed the Lord 
God of their fathers, and bowed down their heads, 
and worshipped the Lord. 

And on the morrow after that day, they sacri- 
ticeil sacritices unto the Lord, and offered burnt 
otK>rings in abundance for all Israel, a thousand 
bullocks, a thousand rams, and a thousand lambs. 
And they feasted before the Lord on that day 
with great gladness* 

1 CliroBiclcs xxix. 



W 



A mKHit «»» a w«igbl used among the chfldren of Israel, about 
one huii«.l(vd aud ^>un«eii pounds of English wdght. A talent of 
gold wa» worth moiv than £5000 of English money, and a talent 

•Uv«r about j(S4d. 
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The gold of Ophir was the hest and purest gold. 

To refine, is to purify ; refined silver was very pure silver. 

An artificer, is a skilful workman in some particular work or 
art. 

A sojourner, is a person who remains in a place for a short 
time. David said that he and his people were strangers and 
sojourners on earth, because this world was not their everlasting 
home, but appointed by God to be their dwelling-place only for a 
time. 



Cljopter (ItXXXVi. 

THE DEATH AND CHARACTER OF DAVID. 

After all things had been prepared for the tem- ^c 
pie of the Lord which Solomon his son was to 
build, king David ^^ slept with his fathers," and 
was buried in Jerusalem. He died "in a good 
old £ge, full of days, riches, and honour;" and 
Solomon his son reigned in his stead. The time 
that he had reigned in Israel was forty years ; he 
reigned seven years in Hebron over his own tribe, 
the tribe of Judah; and thirty and three years in 
Jerusalem over all the tribes of Israel. 

Thus died, David, the son of Jesse, "the man 
after God's own heart," " the man who was* x^c^sssrA. 



2^ T^z jkjlts JLK9 cxAmAcrxm of david. 
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1^ m. ii^u -^if Hnrinnffi* «f die God of Jacob, the 
Fwss: I^&hmsc nf Israel -.^ ffis last words were 
^iF-^ nf in.jL'g Bn£ prue to God ; his last work, 
rtit SET ior Gafs ■wihi|i aod the honour of His 

%Tn.Tnr izif d>:i»& saints of God, few hold a 
Lir^ks- plac« ihiz Ilmd, the son of Jesse. While 
be «:s5 a jocih in BethlAem, and kept his father's 
sbcep, h was sul of hiak by the prophet Samuel, 
thit be was ~ a man afler God's own heart *." And 
after his long life of screnty years wai^nded, it 
was written of him in hfriy Scriptare,^hat ^ his 
heart was perfect with the Lcnrd his God ; '' and 
that ^he tamed not aside from any thing that He 
had commanded him all the days of his life, save 
only in the matter of Uriah the Hittite '/' From 
his earliest years, his heart was ftill of &ith in God 
and zeal for His honour; he acted as God's ser- 
vant with a faithful, zealous spirit, and trusted to 
God to protect and guide him. Thus in his youth 

longed to go forth against the Pfailiatiiie^ be- 



* 2 Saranel xxiii. 1, 2. « 1 Samuel xili. 14. 

* I KiBgs xi. 4 ; zv. 3^-^. 
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cause he had defied the armies of the living God. 
He went forth in God'^s name^ trusting in His 
power to save. He said to king Saul, " The Lord 
that delivered me out of the paw of the lion, and 
out of the paw of the bear. He will deliver me out 
of the hand of this Philistine 5^' and to Goliath, 
^* Thou comest to me with sword, and spear, and 
shield ; but I come to thee in the name of the 
Lord of hosts.^^ Afterwards, in his long trial, 
when persecuted by Saul, this faith and hope in 
Qod was still his strength and comfort ; the fear 
of God ruled his heart, and God was always in 
his thoughts. When he had power to kill Saul 
his enemy, who sought his life, he stayed the 
bands of the men who followed him, and said, 
"The Lord forbid that I should do this thing 
against my master, the Lord's anointed, seeing he 
is the Lord's anointed.'' He trusted himself in 
Grod's hands, and said, " The Lord be judge be- 
tween me and thee, and plead my cause, and 
deliver me." When God a second time delivered 
his enemy into his hands, he said as before, " The 
. Lord shall smite him, or his day shall com^ Ick ^jaR.\ 



1': r r^ I 
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name should, rest, he did what he could with a 
cheerful spirit, with all his heart and all his soul. 
He gathered together all needful things, gold and 
silver, and precious stones, and oflFered the best of 
all he had with a willing heart to God, and left to 
Solomon his son the glory of building the holy 
sanctuary for the Lord God of Israel. He offered 
to the Lord all that he had, his service and his 
goods ; not as doing any great thing, but with an 
humble spirit, as a servant to his Lord, praising 
God that he was allowed to give for His service 
the wealth and the riches which had come from 
Him, and which were His. 

Yet David was not free from sin, though in the 
words of holy Scripture "his heart was perfect 
with the Lord his God.'* He wished to serve 
God with his whole heart, to do God's will per- 
fectly and in all things. And he proved the 
sincerity and the strength of this wish, by long 
obedience in trial and difficulty, and in tempta- 
tion, by many acts of faith, and acts of humility 
and love. It was thus that his heart was " perfect 
before God." "The Lord was his l\^o^ ^ssl^^sj®. 
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salvation, the strength of his life, his God, the 
Saviour in whom he trusted, and his refuge*/^ 
He ^^ took God for his portion, and was stedfastly 
purposed to keep His law ;" ^^ his delight was in 
God^s commandments, which he loved ;^^ " the law 
of the Lord was dearer to him than thousands of 
gold and silver '/^ But the taint of sin remains in 
the holiest and best of men ; and though David 
was declared, by a prophet of the Lord, to be " a 
man after God^s own heart,'* yet because he was 
a man, and the child of sinful Adam, he was by 
nature corrupt and liable to sin ; and when he 
ceased to watch his own heart carefully, he sinned. 
He failed for a time under the trial of boundless 
wealth and power, and sinned very grievously. 
Then God chastened him with long and heavy 
punishment; for his sin was very hateful in His 
sight. 

Yet, though David sinned, sinned very griev- 
ously, his hatred of his sin, when his eyes were 
opened to it, his bitter grief, his broken and cou- 

^ Psalm xxvU. 1 ; xyiii. 1. ' Psalm cxix. 
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trite spirit^ showed that he was still ^^the man 
after God^s own heart ;^^ for " day and night his 
heart was heavy within him ;'^ ^* he humbled him- 
self, and chastened himself with fasting ;" ^^ all the 
night long he watered his couch with his tears" 
His long and deep repentance and continual 
prayers, his meekness under chastisement, and 
lowly, humble, thankful spirit, still marked the 
character which won the love of God and the 
high praise which God's word has given him, that 
^^he walked before God with a perfect heart/' 

Such was David ^^ the beloved,'' " the man after 
God's own heart," the faithful, humble, zealous 
servant of the Lord. Favoured by God with 
choicest blessings, ^^ comely in person," " valiant 
in war,'* ^^ prudent in matters," skilful in song, 
and raised by God from a lowly calUng to be the 
king and shepherd of His people, he was still meek 
and lowly in heart, and used all his gifts as God's 
servant, for His honour and glory. 

A saint is a holy person. 

A host is a great multitude, a large army* God is called ^^ ^^ 

q2 
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Lord of hosts," because He is Lord of vast hosts or multitudes of 
angels, who worship before Him and do His will. 

Liable to sin, is subject to sin, likely to sin. 

The name David means " the beloved." 
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DAVID A iPROPHET, AND TYPE OF CHRIST. 

The Lord had given to His servant David, by the 
mouth of the prophet Nathan, a promise or cove- 
nant, that He would set up his seed after him, 
and would establish his kingdom for ever; He 
said, " I will set up thy seed after thee, and I will 

stablish the throne of his kingdom for ever 

Thine house and thy kingdom shall be established 
for ever \'^ 

In these words God renewed to David the pro- 
mise which He had made to Abraham, that ^^in 
his seed all the nations of the earth should be 
blessed ^" This covenant or promise was re- 
newed again to Isaac, the son of Abraham ; after- 

1 2 Samuel vu. 12, 13. 16. > Gen. xxii. 18. 
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wards to Jacob, his son ; and again, in other 
words, to Judah, the son of Jacob, when the 
Spirit of the Lord, who prophesied and spoke by 
Jacob, said, "The sceptre shall not depart from 
Judah until Shiloh come; and unto Him shall 
the gathering of the people be *." The ruler of 
God^s people was to dwell among the tribe of 
Judah until the Shiloh (that is, "He who was to 
come ^') should come, and then all nations should 
be gathered unto Him, and be subject to Him. 
And this same promise or covenant was given 
again, in another way, to David, who was of the 
seed of Abraham, and of the tribe of Judah, when 
God said to him, that " He would set up his seed 
after him, and would stablish the throne of his 
kingdom for ever/^ 

Solomon, who was the son or seed of David, sat 
upon his throne after him ; and his kingdom was 
established for more than four hundred years. 
For more than four hundred years, kings, who 
were of the house and family of David, sat upon 
his throne, and reigned in Judah. But no earthly 

^ Genesis xlix. 10. 
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kingdom has lasted, or can last, for ever. The 
throne and kingdom of David that was established 
in Jerusalem came to an end ; it did not endure 
five hundred years ; and now, for more than two 
thousand years, no king of David's seed has 
reigned in the land of Israel. 

Yet God's promise to David His servant did 
not fail ; for " He made with him an everlasting 
covenant, ordered in all things and sure*.'* It 
was in our Lord Jesus Christ that this promise 
was fulfilled ; of Him, and of His kingdom, that 
the promise chiefly spoke. For He was bom of 
the family and lineage of David, and was called 
" the Sou of David ;" and to Him has been given 
a kingdom, even an everlasting kingdom. His 
kingdom, which is His Church, has now endured 
for eighteen hundred years, and shall endure for 
ever. 

David ruled as king over God's chosen people, 

who were then the children of Israel; and his 

throne was established in the land of Judah. 

And his Seed also was to rule over all the 

^ 2 Samuel xxiii. 5. 
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people of the Lord ; His kingdom was to be as 
David^s kingdom^ the kingdom of God^s chosen 
people. But the throne of David's promised Seed 
was to be established on high^ over all the world ; 
and into His kingdom were to be gathered the 
people of the Lord from all countries under 
heaven ; that in Him God's promise to Abraham 
might be fulfilled^ and all nations of the earth be 
blessed in Him. And now " the Son of David/' 
the promised "Seed," "the Son of Man/' and 
" the Son of God/' our Lord Jesus Christ, rules 
as a king from His throne in heaven over all 
the people of the Lord. For Christians are now 
God's chosen people *, and Christ's holy Church 
the true Israel. In Him God has kept His 
covenant with David, and made "David's Seed 
to endure for ever, and His throne as the days of 
heaven V* "unto Him have all nations of the earth 
been gathered;" and in Him have "all nations of 
the earth been blessed." In Him have been ful- 
filled all words of prophecy which were spoken of 

* Galatians iii. 29. Romans ix. 6—8. 25, 26. 

• Psalm Ixxxix. 29. 
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David's promised Seed before He came; ^His 
dominion ia from one sea to the other^ and firom 
the flood to the world^s end. .... Kings have 
fallen down before Him, and nations have done 
Him service ^'^ For " the Lord hath sent forth 
the rod of His power out of Sion, and He is ruler 
even in the midst among His enemies V^ ^^ The 
Gentiles have come to His lights and kings to 
the brightness of His rising*/^ who is "the 
root and the offspring of David^ and the bright 
and morning star *.^' " His name shall endure for 
ever: His name shall be continued as long as the 
sun : and men shall be blessed in Him : all nations 
shall call Him blessed. Blessed shall be His 
glorious name for ever: and the whole earth 
shall be filled with His glory. Amen and 
Amen \'' 

The Holy Spirit enabled David to understand 
in this true sense the words of the promise which 
God gave to him by Nathan the prophet, and to 
explain to others the fulness of its meaning. For 

^ Psalm Ixxii. 8. 11. « Psalm ex. 2. » Isaiah Ix. 3. 
» Revelation xxii. 16. * Psalm Ixxii. 17—19. 
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*^ the Spirit of the Lord spoke by David, and His 
word was in his tongue '." In many Psahns he 
wrote of Him who was to come, the promised seed 
of Abraham, the king of the seed and family of 
David. He was moved by the Holy Ghost to 
prophesy and speak of Him as the anointed of the 
Lord, the Christ who was to come. He wrote of 
His power. His glory. His everlasting throne. His 
kingdom over all the earth*. He wrote also of 
His priestly office*, of His betrayal % of His suf- 
ferings. His sacrifice for men, the scoffing of His 
enemies, the piercing of His hands and feet^ ; and 
of His triumph and His victory ®, His resurrection 
from the dead'. His ascension up again into heaven, 
and the gifts to men which He thence sent down*, 
of the overthrow of His enemies, the blessings of 
His peopled All these things were written by 
David, of the promised seed who was to sit upon 
his throne, not by his own will or power, but as 

* 2 Sam. xxiii. 2. * Psalm ii, xlv. Ixxii. xcviii. ex. &c. 

* Psalm ex. 6 Psalm xli. 9. "^ Psalm xxii. 

* Psalm xeviii. 2, 3. ® Psalm xvi. 11. * Psalm Ixviii. 

' Psalm ii. 
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he was moved by the Holy Ghost, that all men 
might read and learn, and that they might know the 
Christ, the Son of David, when He should appear 
among them, and knowing Him might believe on 
Him, and enter into His kingdom, and partake of 
His salvation. 

But when David spoke of the Christ, the pro- 
mised seed, whose throne was to be established 
for ever, he wrote for the most part as if he 
spoke of himself, or of his son Solomon. For 
David was a type of Christ, as Moses had been 
before him ; and things which were in some sense 
true of himself, were again fulfiHed in Christ, 
more truly and more fully. Many things which 
he did or suffered were shadows and types of 
things which Christ was to do, or suffer, in a 
fuller and higher sense. As Christ was a prophet, 
like unto Moses, but far greater ; so was He a 
king, like unto David, but far higher. 

David, though he obtained a kingdom, was not 
born in a king's palace, nor brought up in royal 
state. Chosen by God, while yet a child', to be 

' 1 Sam. xiii. 14. 



DAVID A PROPHET, AND TYPE OP CHRIST. 285 

king over His people, he lived for many years 
among the sheepfolds, tending his father's sheep, 
unregarded by his brethren. So also Christ was 
bom on earth in a lowly station, born in Bethle- 
hem, the birth-place of David, and bred up as a 
carpenter's son. David, after he had been anointed 
as king by Samuel, suffered and was persecuted, 
and for years wandered about without home, 
lodging in caverns and dens of the earth; and 
Christ also, from the time when He was declared by 
St. John to be the Son of God, the promised King 
of Israel, wandered from place to place, persecuted 
by the rulers of the Jews, who sought to kill Him, 
not having where to lay His head. And as 
David, in the time of Absalom's rebellion, was 
betrayed by Ahithophel, his companion and fa- 
miliar friend, and rejected by the greater part of 
his people ; so was Christ betrayed by Judas, His 
companion and disciple, and disowned by His peo- 
ple the Jews, who turned from Him to follow 
those who sought His life. And as David, through 
suffering, won his way to honour, and power, and 
a mighty kingdom, and overcame his eus.vsai&'e.^ '9^^ 
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also did Christ through suffering win a kingdom 
for Himself on earth, and enter again into His glory. 
He was a warrior, as was David ; He fought, and 
conquered, and triumphed over His enemies. But 
the enemies against whom He fought were spiritual 
enemies; and the weapons of His warfare were 
not earthly weapons. He fought for men against 
sin and the devil; and He conquered by sub- 
mitting .Himself to death. He fought, and He 
shed blood ; but the blood that He shed was His 
own blood, which He gave for men. And by His 
precious blood-shedding He got the victory, and 
won a kingdom, even an everlasting kingdom, 
which shall endure for ever. " With His own right 
hand, and with His holy arm, hath He gotten Him- 
self the victory ; His righteousness hath He openly 
showed in the sight of the heathen, and all the ends 
of the world have seen the salvation of God*.'^ 

In the hope of His coming, David^s heart re- 
joiced, and his tongue was glad,^^ and he went to 
his rest in hope*. In this was all his salvation, 

^ PsaJm xcviii, 2—4. « Acts ii. 25, 26. Pa. xvi. 9, 10. 
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and all his desire*. And with this hope and prayer 
the prayers of David, the son of Jesse, ended, 
*^ Blessed be His glorious name for ever : and let 
the whole earth be filled with His glory ; Amen, 
and Amen^^^ 

• 2 Sam. xxiii. 6. ^ Psalm Ixxii. 19, 20. 

To renew, is to make new, to repair or restore, also to make 
oyer again, to confirm and strengthen. 

Lineage, is the race or family. . 

To endure, is to continue ; also to bear or suffer. 

Offspring, is the child or descendant of a person. 

A throne is a royal seat, or chair of state, on which kings and 
princes sit. The throne of a king sometimes means the kingdom 
or power of a king or prince, or the place where his power is 
established and where he dwells. 

The word Christ means *' Anointed ;" the word Messiah has 
the same meaning. The promised Saviour of the world, the king 
of the race and family of David, whose kingdom was to be 
'established for ever, and to extend over all the earth, is called " The 
Anointed," or " The Christ," by David, and by other prophets 
after him. They spoke of the promised King or Saviour under this 
name, because it was by anointing that persons among the 
ehildren of Israel were appointed to any high or holy office. 
Kings, and priests, and prophets, were ai^inted before they 
entered upon their office. Therefore the words " The Anointed of 
the Lord," " The Christ," when spoken in words of ^ro^!ift55?i ^^'L 
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submitted themselves to him ; and his kingdom 
was firmly established over all the land. 

Solomon was about eighteen years old at the 
time that he was called to sit on the throne of his 
father David^ and rule as king oyer the people of 
the Lord. But ^^ the Lord his God was with him, 
and magnified him exceedingly in the sight of all 
Israel^ and bestowed upon him such majesty as 
had not been on any other king before him in 
Israel.^^ Therefore he prospered, and his king- 
dom was strengthened, and all Israel obeyed him. 

As soon as Solomon was established in his 
kingdom, he assembled all the elders of Israel, 
the judges, and the governors throughout the 
land, and the captains of the army, and went forth 
with them to Gibeon, to ofier sacrifices and burnt 
offerings to the Lord. For the tabernacle of the 
Lord which Moses had made in the wilderness, 
and the brasen altar of sacrifice, were still at 
Gibeon. And Solomon offered upon the altar 
a thousand burnt offerings. 

And on that night, while Solomon slept at 
Gibeon, the Lord appeared to him in a vi&low^ 
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and said, *^ Ask what I shall give thee ?*' And 
Solomon said, '^Thou hast shewed unto thy 
servant David my father great mercy, according 
as he walked before thee in truth, and in up- 
rightness of heart with thee ; and thou hast kept 
for him this great kindness, that thou hast given 
him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day. 
And now, O Lord my God, thou hast made thy 
servant king instead of David my father : and I 
am but a little child. And thy servant is in the 
midst of thy people which thou hast chosen, a 
great people, that cannot be numbered for 
multitude. Give therefore thy servant an under- 
standing heart to judge thy people, that I may 
discern between good and bad : for who is able to 
judge this thy so great a people }" 

And it pleased the Lord that Solomon had 
asked this thing. And God said to Solomon, 
*^ Because this was in thine heart, and thou hast 
not asked riches, wealth, or honour, neither yet 
hast asked long life ; but hast asked wisdom and 
knowledge for thyself, that thou mayest judge my 
people over whom I have made thee king : wisdom 
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and knowledge is granted unto thee. And I will 
give thee also riches, and wealth, and honour, 
such as none of the kings have had, that have 
been before thee, neither shall there any after thee 
have the like. And if thou wilt walk in my "ways, to 
keep my statutes and commandments, as thy father 
David did walk, then I will lengthen thy days.^^ 

And on the morrow, Solomon returned from 
Gibeon to Jerusalem ; and there he offered burnt 
offerings and peace-offerings, before the ark of 
the covenant of the Lord, which was in the taber- 
nacle which David had prepared for it on the 
hill of Sion. 

I Kings iii. 1—15. 1 Chron. xxix. 23 — 25, 2 Chron. i. 

To magnify, is to make great ; to magnify the name of the Lord, 
is to praise the greatness of God. 
Majesty, is greatness. 
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THE WISDOM OF KING SOLOMON. 

Soon after Solomon had returned from Gibeon, 
where the Lord had appeared to him, and had 
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promised that He would give him a wise and 
understanding hearty it was made known to all 
Israel that the wisdom of God was in Solomon 
their king. 

For there came two women to king Solomon to 
Jerusalem^ to ask him to give judgment between 
them. They lived in the same house^ and each 
had had a child born to her. And the one woman 
said, ^^ O my lord, I and this woman dwelt in one 
house, and we were together; there was no 
stranger mth us in the house. And this woman's 
child died in the night, because she overlaid it. 
And she arose at midnight, and took my son from 
beside me, while thine handmaid slept, and laid it 
in her bosom, and laid her dead child in my 
bosom. And when I rose in the morning to nurse 
my child, behold it was dead; but when I had 
considered it, behold it was not my son.'' And the 
other woman said, "Nay, but the living is my 
son, and the dead is thy son." And the first 
woman said, ^^ No, but the dead is thy son, and 
the living is my son." Thus they spoke before 
the king. 
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Then king Solomon said, ^^ Bring me a sword," 
And they brought a sword before the king. And 
the king said, "Divide the living child in two, 
and give half to the one, and half to the other." 

Then the heart of the mother of the living child 
yearned with love and pity towards her son, and 
she cried to the king, and said, " O my lord, give 
her the living child, and in no wise slay it." But 
the other woman answered, ^'Let it be neither 
mine nor thine, but divide it." 

Then Solomon discerned who was really the 
mother of the living child ; for he knew that no 
mother could bear to see her child slain. And he 
commanded his servants to give the living child 
to the first woman, and in no wise slay it ; for he 
said, *^ She is the mother of it." 

And all Israel heard of the judgment which the 
king had judged, and they feared the king ; for 
they saw that the wisdom of God was in him. 

And the fame of the wisdom of king Solomon 
was in all nations round about. For God gave 
him *^ wisdom and understanding exceeding much, 
and largeness of heart." And he used t\\ft. \«^^«x- 
R 2 
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Z' ^€Lrx^ is ID be nwred with love and affection ; to grieve or 
!•« QBTssaed in bean. 
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Tc> ciseerR, is to find oot, to pereeiTe. 
T« exed. is to be grestcE^ to do anj thing better than others. 
fKvrcrby is a wise sajing. 
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THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE BY SOLOMON. 

As soon as Solomon had ordered all things for 
the government of his kingdom^ he began to make 
preparations for building the temple of the Lord, 
as David his father had charged him to do before 
he died. And first he sent messengers to Hiram, 
the king of Tyre, who had been a friend of David 
his father, from the beginning of his reign, to tell 
him that he purposed to build a house to the 
name of the Lord God of Israel, to be dedicated 
to Him, for the sacrifices, and incense, and the 
offerings which His people were commanded to 
offer. And he asked king Hiram to send him 
cedar-trees from mount Lebanon, and also skilful 
workmen, to work in gold and silver, and to carve 
wood and stone, and weave cloth of different 
colours ; for the people of Tyre and Sidon, over 
whom king Hiram reigned, were very skilful in 
all work of this kind. And he said that he would 
give to the servants of Hiram vrlvo \ve^^^ *^^ 
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timber, twenty thousand measures of wheat or 
barley, and twenty thousand measures of wine and 
oil ; and would also send his servants to help to 
cut the cedars on mount Lebanon, that they might 
prepare timber in abundance ; because the house 
which he was about to build was to be great and 
wonderful. 

Then Hiram answered Solomon in writing,^and 
sent the letter to Jerusalem, saying, *^ Because the 
Lord hath loved His people, therefore He hath 
made thee king over them. Blessed be the Lord 
God of Israel, that made heaven and earth, who 
hath given David a wise son, endued with pru- 
dence and understanding, that he might build an 
house for the Lord.^^ And he said that he would 
do all that Solomon required, and would send him 
skilful workmen to help those whom king David 
had prepared, and would cause his servants to 
cut the timber on mount Lebanon, and bring it 
by sea on floats to Joppa, a place on the sea coast 
of the land of Ephraim ; from whence the servants 
of Solomon could carry it to Jerusalem. 

Then Solomon caused all the strangers who 
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dwelt in the land of Israel to be numbered ; and 
of these he appointed eighty thousand to be hewers 
of wood and stone on mount Lebanon^ and seventy- 
thousand to be bearers of burdens. And he com- 
manded them to prepare stones of a vast size, 
squared and polished, for the foundation of the 
temple. 

These strangers were the children of the Canaan- 
ites, who had once inhabited the land of Israel, 
who had not been destroyed by Joshua and the 
judges who ruled in Israel after him. They had 
been allowed by David to remain in the land, 
because they had renounced the worship of idols ; 
but they were made to work as servants or slaves 
for the children of Israel. 

And Solomon also raised a band of thirty thou- 
sand men from among the children of Israel, to 
cut timber on mount Lebanon. And he divided 
them into three companies, and sent one every ^ 
third month to Lebanon ; so that they were two 
months at home and one away. 

And when every thing was prepared, Solomon b.c. 
began to build the temple, in the fo\rct\N. ^^"sx ^S.^^'^"^ 
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his reign. It was built on mount Sion^ on the 
place which David had prepared for it, on the top 
of mount Moriah. Mount Moriah was a high 
point of mount Sion, on the north-east side : it 
was on this mountain that Abraham had been 
commanded to offer up his son Isaac. 

While the temple of the Lord was building, there 
was no sound of hammer, or axe, or any tool of 
iron, heard within it ; for the stone and the timber 
were hewed and fitted before they were brought 
there, that they might be put together silently. 
And for seven years the house which Solomon 
prepared for the Lord God of Israel, to be dedi- 
cated to His service, rose up in silence on mount 
Sion, until all was completed, according to the 
pattern which he had received from David his&ther, 
and which David had received from the Lord. 
1 Kings y. vi. 7. 37^ 38. 2 Chrouiclesii. 1 Chronicles xxviii. 12. 19. 

To endue a person with wisdom and understandings is to 
make him wise and prudent. 

The foundation, is the part of a building which is laid deep and 
strong in the earth, on which the rest is built. 

To renounce, is to give u^. 
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ffifiaptet ffiXUI. 

THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD ON MOUNT SION. 

The temple which Solomon built on the hill of 
Sion for the God of Israel was *^ exceeding mag- 
nifical;^^ for it was built for God and not for 
man. Therefore it was made beautiful and very- 
costly; and everything that was precious and 
valued by the children of Israel was used to 
adorn it, that it might be ^^of fame and glory 
among all nations/^ 

The temple, or holy house, was sixty cubits, or 
one hundred and eight feet long ; its breadth was 
thirty-six feet, and its height fifty-four feet ; and 
in front towards the east there was a lofty porch 
or tower, which was of the same width as the 
temple, but much higher. It was built of stones 
of great size, hewn and polished with cost and 
care ; and the walls within, were lined with cedar 
wood, which was carved into forms of palm trees, 
and fruits, and flowers. 

The space within the temple was divvdsd. \s*^ 
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chains of gold stretched from wall to wall, from 
which was hung a veil woven of blue, and purple, 
and scarlet threads. Within the veil was the holy 
of holies, or oracle, where the ark of God was to 
be placed, and where the High-priest alone might 
enter. The walls, and ceiling, and floor of the 
oracle, or holy of holies, were overlaid with gold ; 
BX\d the holy place which was without the veil was 
also covered with gold ; and the doors which 
opened towards the east were of olivewood over- 
laid with gold, with golden hinges. 

Outside the temple, against the walls, there 
were built three rows of chambers on each side, 
which reached halfway up the walls. These cham- 
bers were for the treasures of the Lord^s house, 
and for the garments which the priests used when 
they ministered before the Lord, and burnt incense 
in the temple. Above these chambers in the 
walls of the temple were narrow windows, made 
wider within, to give light to the holy place. 

Around the temple on every side there was a 
large court, or open space, surrounded by a wall 
built of hewn stone, and lined with cedar wood. 
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This court was called tlie priests' court, into which 
the people might not enter. Beyond the court ol 
the priests there was another court of great size for 
the people, surrounded by a high wall of stone, with 
a porch with gates of brass on every side. Against 
this wall on the inner side, were built chambers 
for the priests, with open galleries, or cloisters, 
underneath. The wall which separated the priests* 
court from the court of the people was low, that 
the priests might be seen by the people ; and on 
the east, and west, and north, were gates which 
opened into the outer court. 

Within the priests* court, in front of the temple, 
was placed the large altar of burnt offerings. 
The altar was of brass and of great size ; its width 
was thirty-six feet, and its height was eighteen 
feet; and in front towards the east there was a 
long slope, by which the priest might ascend to the 
top of the altar to offer sacrifice. So when offerings 
were offered upon the great altar of sacrifice, the 
priest and the offering could be seen by all the 
people from the outer court. And at the entrance 
of the priests* court there was placed a va&tViw^V 



252 THB TBMPLB OF THB LORD ON MOUNT SION« 

or vessel of brass, which the workmen of Tyre 
had formed for Solomon. This brasen bowl was 
very beautiful, and was placed on figures of twelve 
oxen made of molten brass. It was so large that 
it was called, " the brasen sea ;^* for its depth was 
nine feet, and its width across was eighteen feet. 
It was placed on the side of the gate of the priests' 
court opposite to the temple, that the priests 
might wash their hands and feet with the water 
that flowed from it, before they offered sacri- 
fice or entered into the holy place. There were 
also ten other brasen lavers or vessels for water, 
of smaller size, placed within the court of the 
priests, from which they might draw water to 
wash the burnt offerings. 

Within the temple in the holy place, on the 
outside of the veil, there were placed golden 
tables for the shewbread, and ten golden candle- 
sticks with golden lamps, five on each side, and 
in front of the veil was a golden altar for 
incense with censers of gold. And within the 
oracle or holy of holies, at the end of the temple, 
were two large cherubim with wings outstretched, 
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made of olive wood overlaid with gold. The 
cherubim s were eighteen feet high^ and their out- 
stretched wings together reached across the tem- 
ple from wall to wall ; one wing of each cherub 
rested on the outer wall, the others met in the 
middle. Before these cherubim with outstretched 
wings the ark of the covenant was to be placed. 
But the holy ark of God, with its golden mercy- 
seat, and the golden cherubim shadowing the 
mercy- seat, was still within the tabernacle which 
David had prepared for it on Mount Sion. 

Thus the temple of the Lord God was finished, 
and fitted with all that was needed for the worsHip 
of the Lord, for the offering of incense, and for 
the shewbread, and for the burnt offerings and 
peace offerings, which His people were com- 
manded to offer. It was built with care and great 
labour ; for the rough top of Mount Moriah was 
levelled and made smooth for the holy house and 
the courts around it. The temple itself stood on 
the highest point ; the outer court was placed on 
lower ground, so that the temple was seen above 
the outer wall. And it rose on high above tbA, 
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city over against the Mount of Olives^ and could 
be seen from afar off on the east and north of 
Jerusalem. 

I Kings yi. vii. 2 Chronicles iii. iv. 

To adorn, is to ornament or make beautiful 
A layer, is a yessel which contains water with which persons 
or things are washed. 



(ffifiaptet (ItXMi. 

THE DEDICATION OF THE TEMPLE. 

After the temple had been finished, and all 
things within it were prepared for the worship of 
the Lord, Solomon assembled at Jerusalem, in the 
beginning of the seventh month, all the priests 
and Levites, and the heads of the twelve tribes, to 
assist m bringing up the ark of God firom the taber- 
nacle on Mount Sion, in which king David had 
placed it. He chose the time of the feast of taber- 
nacles, which was in the seventh month, for the 
removal of the ark to the place which he had pre- 
pared for it, and for the solemn dedication of the 
temple^ because at that time all the men of Israel 
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were obliged to come up to Jerusalem, where the 
ark of God was, to offer sacrifice, and to bring their 
offerings to the Lord, and to keep the feast before 
the Lord, according as the law commanded. 

So in the beginning of the seventh month, a 
very great multitude of the children of Israel, fr(Hn 
one end of the land to tbe other, came up to Jeru- 
salem, that they might be present at the dedication 
of the temple. And on the day which Solomon 
had appointed for bringing up the ark into the 
temple, which was about twelve days before the be«r 
ginning of the feast of Tabernacles, they assembled 
themselves in the great court, around the temple 
on Mount Moriah. And all the priests of ihjUk 
family of Aaron ministered before the Lord that 
day, clothed in their garments of gold, and blue, 
and purple, and scarlet, which they were com- 
manded to wear when they offered sacrifice or 
burnt iacense. And all the twenty-four courses of 
the Levites, who waited upon the priests, dso 
ministered in their appointed office ; and the four 
thousand Levites, whom David had chosen for 
their brethren to praise the Lord wHh ps^lmss and 
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with instruments of music^ were arrayed in 
garments of white linen, and had cymbals, and 
harps, and psalteries in their hands. 

Then the priests took up the ark of God from 
the tabernacle in which it had been, and bore it 
onward towards the temple. And Solomon, and 
all the elders and chief men of Israel, went before 
the ark, with the priests and Levites ; and as they 
went, they offered sacrifice before the ark. And 
when they had entered the outer court of the 
temple; Solomon went up upon a raised platform, 
or kind of throne, which he had prepared for him- 
self in front of the outer court, opposite to the gate 
of the temple ; and all the elders, and princes of 
Israel, and the chief officers of the kingdom, stood 
around the king. But the priests and Levites 
passed onward into the inner court, where was the 
great altar of sacrifice, chanting psalms and hymns 
before the ark. And the singers answered one 
another, as they sang in the words of the twenty- 
fourth Psalm, and said, ^^ The earth is the Lord's, 
and all that therein is, the compass of the world, 
and they that dwell therein.'^ "For He hath 
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founded it upon the seas, and prepared it upon the 
floods.^^ " Who shall ascend into the hill of the 
Lord, or who shall rise up in His holy place ?'' 
^^ Even he that hath clean hands, and a pure heart, 
and hath not lift up his mind to vanity, nor sworn 
to deceive his neighbour/^ And as they drew 
n/ear to the gates of the temple, they sang with a 
loud voice, and said, " Lift up your heads, O ye 
gates, and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors, and 
the King of glory shall come in/' And the one 
part answered, " Who is the King of glory V^ And 
the other replied, '^ Even the Lord of hosts, He 
is the King of glory/' Then the golden gates of 
the holy place were opened, and the priests who 
bore the ark entered ; and the other priests, who 
sacrificed, stood near the doors of the temple, and 
the Levites, who praised the Lord with harps and 
psalteries and cymbals with those who were in- 
structed in the psalms of the Lord, stood in their 
garments of pure white linen, on the east side of 
the great altar ; and with them were one hundred 
and twenty priests with trumpets. 

The priests who bore the ark went on thxw^^ 
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the holy place, and passed beyond the veil, and 
placed the holy ark of God with the golden mercy- 
seat in front of the lofty cherubims, which stood 
with wings outstretched within the holy of holies. 
And when they left the most holy place, and closed 
the veil before the ark, the hundred and twenty 
priests with the trumpets, and the four thousand 
Levites, who stood around the great altar, lifted 
up their voices as one man with the trumpets and 
instruments of music, to praise and thank the 
Lord. And as they praised the Lord, saying, 
^^ Praise the Lord ; for He is good, and His mercy 
endureth for ever" the temple was filled with a 
cloud, so that the priests could not stand to 
minister within the holy place by reason of the 
cloud ; for the glory of the Lord filled the house. 
1 Kings viii. 1 — 12. 2 Chronicles v. vi. 13. 



THE DEDICATION OF THE TEMPLE. 
When Solomon saw the cloud that filled the 
house of the Lord after the ark had been placed 
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within it, he knew that it was the sign of God^s 
presence; and he said, ^^The Lord hath said that 
He would dwell in the thick darkness/^ 

Then he turned and blessed the whole congrega* 
tion of Israel, who stood behind and around him 
in the great court of the temple, and said, ^^ Blessed 
be the Lord God of Israel, who hath with His 
hands fulfilled that which He spake with His 
mouth to David my father, saying, ^ I have chosen 
Jerusalem, that my name might be there; and 
have chosen David to be over my people Israel.' 
And the Lord said unto David my father, ^ For- 
asmuch as it was in thine heart to build an 
house unto my name, thou didst well that it was 
in thy heart: notwithstanding, thou shalt not 
build the house, but thy son shall build the house 
unto my name.' The Lord therefore hath per- 
formed the word that He hath spoken ; for I am 
risen up in the room of my father, and have built 
the house for the name of the Lord God of Israel. 
And in it have I put the ark, wherein is the 
covenant of the Lord that He made with Israel.'' 

There was nothing in the ark of God ^^^^^3«ifc 
B 2 



V 
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two tables of stone^ on which the ten command- 
ments were written, which Moses put there at 
Horeb, when the Lord made a covenant with the 
children of Israel in the wilderness, and gave 
them these commandments and the law. Solomon 
called these two tables of stone, ^the covenant of 
the Lord,' because they were the sign of the 
covenant which God had made with His people. 
,' Then king! Solomon turned again towards the 
holy place in which the ark of God was, and 
kneeled down upon his knees before all the con- 
gregation of Israel, and spread forth his hands 
towards heaven, and said, ^^ O Lord God of Israel, 
there is no God like Thee in heaven above, or in 
earth beneath, who keepest covenant, and showest 
mercy unto Thy servants who walk before Thee 
with all their heart: who hast kept with Thy 
servant David my father, that which Thou pro- 
misedst him. And now, O God of Israel, let Thy 
word be verified which Thou spakest unto Thy 
servant David. But will God in very deed dwell 
with men on the earth? behold, the heaven of 
;iieavens cannot contain Thee ; how much less this 
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house which I have built ? Yet have Thou respect 
unto the prayer that Thy servant prayeth before 
Thee to-day ; that Thine eyes may be open toward 
this house night and day, even toward the place 
of which Thou hast said, ^ My name shall dwell 
there ;' that Thou mayest hearken to the prayer 
which Thy servant shall make in this place ; and 
hear Thou in heaven Thy dwelling place, and when 

Thou hearest, forgive When Thy people 

Israel be smitten down before the enemy, ... or 
when heaven is shut up, and there be no rain, 
because they have sinned against Thee ; if they 
pray towards this place, and confess Thy name^ 
and turn from their sin when Thou afHictest them ; 
then hear Thou in heaven, and forgive the sin of 

Thy servants, and of Thy people Israel What 

prayer and supplication soever be made by any 
man, or by all thy people Israel, which shall know 
every man the plague of his own heart, and spread 
forth his hands towards this house ; then hear Thou 
in heaven Thy dwelling place, and forgive, and 
give to every man according to his ways, whose 
heart Thou knowest; for Thou, even Tha^i.^\5Jc^ 



V 
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knoweBtthe hearts of all the children of men 

Now, therefore, arise, O Lord God, into Thy 
resting place, thou and the ark of Thy strength : 
let Thy priests, O Lord God, be clothed with 
righteousness, and let Thy saints rejoice in good- 
ness. O Lord God, turn not away the face of 
Thine anointed ; remember the mercies of David 
Thy servant/' 

When Solomon had ended his prayer, fire came 
down from heaven, and consumed the burnt of- 
ferings, and the sacrifices, which had been laid upon 
the brasen altar before the temple ; and the gloiy 
of the Lord filled the house. And when all the 
children of Israel saw the fire come down ftom 
heaven, and the glory of the Lord upon the house, 
they bowed themselves with their faces to the 
ground upon the pavement, and worshipped, and 
praised the Lord, saying, ^ For He is good, and 
His mercy endureth for ever.'' 

Then king Solomon arose firom his knees, and 
stood, and blessed all the congregation of Israel 
with a loud voice, saying, ^ Blessed be the Lord 

10 hath given rest unto His people Israel, ao- 



THE DEDICATION OF THE TEMPLE. 263 

<;ording to all that He promised. There hath not 
failed one word of all His good promise^ which 
He promised by the hand of Moses His servant. 
The Lord our God be with us, as He was with 
our fathers. Let Him not leave us, nor forsake 
us ; that He may incline our hearts unto Him, to 

walk in His ways Let your heart therefore 

be perfect with the Lord our Ood, to walk in His 
statutes, and to keep His commandments, as at 
this day/^ 

Then the king, and all Israel with him, offered 
sacrifice before the Lord. "And the priests 
waited on their offices ; and the Levites also with 
instruments of music, which David the king had 
made to praise the Lord ; and the priests sounded 
trumpets before them« and all Israel stood.^' 

'^Thus the king and all Israel dedicated the 
bouse of God.'^ 

Solomon kept the feast of the dedication of the 
temple seven days, and all Israel with him. And 
he offered to the Lord at that time, as a sacrifice of 
peace-offering, two and twenty thousand oxen, and 
one hundred and twenty thousand sheep. And all 
Israel feasted for the seven daj^ \3C5Qvv 'Oolqjsr. 
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tions of the sacrifices, which it was lawful for the 
people to eat ; for there was enough for the whole 
multitude who were gathered together at Jerusalem. 
And on the eighth day they made a solemn as- 
sembly, and fasted before the Lord, and humbled 
themselves before Him ; for it was the great day 
of atonement, when the high -priest went into the 
Holy of holies, and sprinkled the blood of the 
sin-offering before the mercy-seat, to make atone- 
ment for his own sins and the sins of the people. 
And on the fifteenth day of the month they kept 
the feast of tabernacles, according as it was com- 
manded in the law, for another seven days. 

And after the feast of tabernacles was ended, on 
the twenty-third day of the month, Solomon sent 
the people away. '^ And they blessed the king, 
and went to their tents joyful and glad of heart, 
for all the goodness which the Lord had showed 
to David, and to Solomon, and to Israel His 
people.^' 

1 Kings viii. 12—66. 2 Chronicles vi. vii. 1 — 1 1. 



To verify, is to prove to be true. 
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THE COVENANT OF GOD WITH SOLOMON. 

After Solomon had dedicated to God the temple 
which he had built on Mount Moriah, the Lord 
appeared to him by night a second time, as He 
had appeared to him before at Gibeon, in the 
beginning of his reign. And the Lord said, ^^ I 
have heard thy prayer which thou hast made 
before Me ; I have hallowed this house which thou 
hast built, to put My name there for ever. Now 
Mine eyes shall be open, and Mine ears attent unto 
the prayer that is made in this place. And if 
thou wilt walk before Me, as David thy father 
walked, in integrity of heart, and in uprightness, 
to do according to all that I have commanded 
thee, then will I establish the throne of thy king- 
dom upon Israel for ever, as I promised to David 
thy father. But if ye shall at all turn from follow- 
ing Me, ye or your children, and will not keep 
My commandments which I have set before you, 
but go and serve other gods, and worship them :, 
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then will I cut off Israel out of the land which I have 
given them ; and this house which I have hallowed 
for My name, will I cast out of My sight ; and 
Israel shall be a proverb and a byword among all 
people. And at this house which is high, every 
one that passeth by it shall be astonished ; and 
they shall say, *Why hath the Lord done this 
unto this land, and to this house }' And they shall 
answer, ^ Because they forsook the Lord their God, 
who brought forth their fathers out of the land of 
Egypt, and have taken hold upon other gods, and 
have worshipped them ; therefore hath the Lord 
brought upon them all this evil.' '^ 

The Lord had made the glory of His presence 
to rest upon the temple which Solomon had built, 
and to fill the holy place. He had accepted the 
offerings of Solomon and of David his father, 
because they offered in faith and love the best of all 
they had, that they might honour His holy name. 
Therefore He hallowed the house which Solomon 
had built for His name before all the people, who 
saw the cloud of His glory rest upon it, and the 
fire fi*om heaven consume the sacrifice on the altar 
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of burnt offerings. And He promised that His 
ears should be open to the prayers that were made 
there^ and that His name should be there for ever. 
Yet God said, that i^ His people sinned and 
turned from Him to serve other gods, He would 
cast out of His sight that chosen place, and 
would make that holy house to be a thing despised, 
a byword, among all nations. For the temple had 
no holiness, but that which God gave it. So long 
as Israel served Him, He made it holy, and caused 
it to be a means of blessing to His people, and to 
be honoured among all nations. But if His peo- 
ple turned from Him to serve other gods, His 
presence would no longer rest there, and it would 
become in His sight as any other house. Then He 
would make His name to be honoured by the 
overthrow of that place which Solomon had built 
for His name, and had made exceeding magnifical, 
because it was for the Lord. By the overthrow of 
that house which was built for Him, and which 
was of fame and of glory among all nations. He 
would make all men know that the Lord God 
of Israel is a holy God, and that His presence 
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will not rest with those who do not worship Him 
alone. 

1 Kings ix. 2—9. 2 Chronicles vii. 12—22. 

Attent, is attentive. 

To become a byword or proverb among men, is to have one's 
name used to express wretchedness, or a thing despised. The 
Jews were a byword when the name Jew was used as a term of 
reproach, or when it was said of persons despised or in trouble, 
that they were as wretched as Jews. 

To hallow, is to make holy ; the temple *was hallowed when 
Grod's presence dwelt there : to hallow a thing also means to count 
it holy, and to honour it as holy. 



THE WEALTH AND RICHES OF SOLOMON'S KINGDOM. 

The Lord had promised that He would give 
to Solomon both riches and honour as well as 
wisdom^ because he had chosen an understanding 
heart, rather than wealth, or greatness, or long life. 
^^ He preferred wisdom before sceptres and thrones, 
and esteemed riches nothing in comparison of 
her.'* Therefore God gave him all good things 
together with wisdom, and innumerable riches. 
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In the reign of Solomon^ there was peace 
throughout all the land of Israel, from Dan even 
to Beersheba ; and he had dominion over all the 
kingdoms from the river Euphrates on the east to 
the land of the Philistines and the great sea on the 
west, and to the borders of Egypt on the south ; 
all these nations paid him tribute. ^^ And Judah 
and Israel dwelt safely every man under his vine, 
and under his fig-tree, all the days of Solomon ;*' 
and ^^ thiey were many as the sand which is by the 
sea in multitude; eating, drinking, and making 
merry/' 

Solomon had possessions of all kinds, above all 
who had been before him at Jerusalem : he had 
fourteen hundred chariots and twelve thousand 
horsemen ; and the number of his household was 
so great, that the provision for each day was thirty 
Jewish measures, or three hundred bushels, of fine 
flour, and six hundred bushels of meal, thirty 
oxen, and one hundred sheep, besides venison and 
fatted fowls. The officers of his kingdom supplied 
all things that were needed for his table, and barley 
also, and straw for his horses and dromedaries^ so 
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that there was no want of anything. And after he 
had built the temple of the Lord, he built for 
himself a palace in Jerusalem, larger and more 
costly than the house of David his father; and 
in it he made a vast hall where he might re- 
ceive the people who came to him, and a hall of 
judgment, in which was the throne on which he sat 
when he judged his people. The great throne of 
Solomon was of ivory, overlaid with gold ; there 
were six steps to the throne, with a footstool of gold; 
and twelve figures of lions were on the steps, six 
on each side. And all the drinking vessels for his 
table were of pure gold ; for Solomon passed all 
the kings of the earth in riches. And he built also 
a palace for his queen, the daughter of the king of 
Egypt, whom he had married in the beginning 
of his reign, and planted around it gardens and 
orchards, with trees of all kinds of fruits, 
and made pools of water to water the trees. 

After Solomon had built his palace in Jerusalem, 
which was thirteen years in building, he made a 
causeway or kind of bridge from it to the temple 
on Mount Moriah, over the deep valley which 
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was between them, that he might be able to go up 
to the house of God at all times ; this place was 
called Millo, For Solomon loved the Lord, and 
walked in the statutes of David his father^ and ob- 
served all the commandments and ordinances of the 
Lord according to the law. And he offered burnt 
offerings according to the commandment of Moses 
on the sabbaths, and on the new moons, and on 
the solemn feasts three times a year — on the 
feast of the passover, the feast of the first fruits, 
and the feast of tabernacles. And during his 
reign, the. priests ministered day by day in the 
tempfe before the Lord according to their courses ; 
and the Levites in their courses praised the Lord 
with psalms and instruments of music, and minis- 
tered before the priests as the duty of every day 
required, as David, ** the man of God,^* had ap- 
pointed. 

And Solomon built new walls around Jerusa- 
lem, and he also built walls around the cities 
in which he kept his chariots and horses, and 
the stores of corn, and of other things for his 
Jcingdom. And he built several cities in the land 
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peacocks. And the merchants of Solomon's king- 
dom also trafficked with the people of Arabia, from 
whence they had gold and spices ; and from Egypt 
they brought horses and linen yarn. 

Thus king Solomon exceeded all the kings ot 
the earth in riches and in wisdom. And people 
came from all kingdoms to the court of Solomon, 
to hear the wisdom which God had given him. 

And when the queen of Sheba, whose kingdom 
was in the furthest part of Arabia, heard of the fame 
of Solomon, and of the wisdom which the Lord God 
of Israel had given him, she set forth for Jerusalem 
with a great train of servants and camels bearing 
costly presents, to hear his wisdom, and to prove 
him with hard questions. And she came to 
Solomon, and talked with him of all things which 
she wished to understand ; and Solomon answered 
all her questions, and told her all things that she 
wished to know. And when she had ^seen all 
Solomon's wisdom, and the temple which he had 
built, and his own palace, and the way which he 
had made to go up to the house of the Lord, and 
the order of his vast household, his various officers^ 
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and servants^ and cupbearers^ with their costly 
apparel, she was astonished ; and she said, *^ It 
was a true report which I heard in mine own land 
of thy acts and of thy wisdom. Howbeit I believed 
not the words, until I came, and mine eyes had 
seen it ; and behold, the half was not told me. . . . 
Happy are thy men, happy are these thy servants, 
who stand continually before thee, and hear thy 
wisdom. Blessed be the Lord thy God, who 
delighted in thee, to set thee on the throne of 
Israel. Because the Lord loved Israel for ever, 
therefore made He thee king, to do judgment 
and justice.'* 

Then the queen of Sheba gave to king Solomon 
the presents of gold, and spices, and precious 
, stones, which she had brought with her; and 
Splomon gave to her whatever she desired from 
am6ng his treasures. And she returned again to 
her own country. 

1 Kings iii. 3 ; iv. TiL 1 ; ix. 10—28 ; x. 2 Chronicles yiii. ix. 
Eccles. ii. 5, 6. 

To traffick, is to bny aad «ell or exchange goods. 
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THE SIN AND DEATH OF SOLOMON. 

Solomon had been brought up in the fearof God^ 
and trained to serve the Lord from his earliest 
years. And when he was called by God to be 
king over His people, he ruled them faithfully with 
a true heart, as David his father had done. He 
began well ; he showed a wise and understanding 
heart when he asked for wisdom rather than riches 
or long life, and zeal and love for God when he 
built with cost and care the temple for His name. 
And for more than thirty years he was, as he that 
ruleth over men should be, ^^ just and ruling in the . 
fear of God \^' He kept the commandments of the 
Lord, and observed His ordinances; and he watched 
with care over the worship of the Lord and 'the 
honour of His name. And God gave him Hi& 
choicest blessings; He gave him wisdom and 
understanding exceeding nrach, so that he was 
wiser than all men, and riches, and honour; and 

1 2 Sam. »dU. 3. 

T a 
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He gave him also the knowledge of heavenly 
truth. The Holy Ghost inspired him to write 
psalms of prayer, and praise, and prophecy, and 
the wise and holy words of Ecclesiastes, and the 
Book of Proverbs, which form part of our Bible. 

Yet in his old age Solomon fell away from God- 
Riches, and power, and, costly living, and long 
enjoyment of all good things gradually cor- 
rupted his heart ; and wisdom and knowledge of 
all truth could not keep him in the way of holi- 
ness when his heart was not right towards God. 
As he grew old, he put no restraint upon the in- 
clinations of his heart; ^^ whatsoever his eyes 
desired, he kept not from them, and he withheld 
not his heart from any joy*.^^ And continual 
pleasure was as a mist around him to shut out 
from his soul the light of God. 

Then he gave his heart to strange women, 
women of the Moabites and Ammonites, and 
of other nations who worshipped idols, whom 
God had forbidden His people to marry lest they 

s Ecdes. ii. 10. 
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should be led to sin ; and he took very many of 
these women to be his wives. And when he was 
old they turned away his heart from God to the 
false gods whom they served ; and he built altars 
and temples for their idol gods on the Mount of 
Olives ; for Chemosh the false god of the Moabites, 
and Molech the abomination of the children of 
Ammon. And there in front of Jerusalem over 
against the temple of the Lord God of Israel, they 
offered sacrifice to idols and burnt incense ; and 
Solomon himself worshipped with them. 

Then the Lord was angry with Solomon, 
because his heart was turned away from Him, and 
because he had built altars for the idols of his 
wives, though He had appeared to him twice, and 
had commanded him concerning this thing, that 
he should not go after other gods. And the Lord 
sent a message to Solomon, and said, ^' Forasmuch 
as this is done of thee, and thou hast not kept My 
covenant and My statutes, which I have com- 
manded thee, I will surely rend the kingdom from 
thee, and will give it to thy servant. Notwith- 
standing in thy days I will not do it, foe D-ajiv^ 
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thy fiither'B sake ; but I will rend it out of the 
hand of thy son. Howbeit I will not rend away 
all the kingdom ; but will give one tribe to thy 
son for David My servant's sake, and for Jerusa- 
lem's sake which I have chosen/' 

And the Lord stirred up Hadad a prince of the 
Edomites to be an adversary to Solomon, and 
Hadad sought to injure his kingdom, and make 
himself king of Edom, which was subject to 
Solomon. And Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, a man 
of the tribe of Judah, also disturbed the peace of 
Solomon. 

Jeroboam was a mighty man of valour, and king 
Solomon had made him a ruler in Israel among the 
tribe of Ephraim, and had set him over a portion of 
the work that he was building at Jerusalem. And 
the tribe of Ephraim, and the men of Israel, loved 
Jeroboam, and desired to make him their king; 
for they began to be discontented with Solomon. 

After the Lord had warned Solomon, that He 
would take away from his son a .portion of his 
kingdom, and give it to one of his servants, Ahijah, 
a prophet of the Lord, met Jeroboam as he was 



THE SIN AND DEATH OF SOLOMON. 279 

going out of Jerusalem, and he took hold of a new 
garment which Jeroboam had on, and rent it in 
twelve pieces. Then he said to Jeroboam, " Take 
thee ten pieces ; for thus saith the Lord God of 
Israel, ^Behold I will rend the kingdom out of 
the hand of Solomon, and will give ten tribes to 
thee. Howbeit I will not take the whole kingdom 
out of his hand ; and I will make him prince all 
the days of his life, for David My servant's sake, 
whom I chose, because he kept My command- 
ments and My statutes. And unto his son will I 
give one tribe, that David My servant may have 
a light alway before Me in Jerusalem, the city 
which I have chosen Me to put My name there. 
And I will take thee, and thou shall reign accord- 
ing to all that thy soul desireth, and shalt be king 
over Israel And I will for this afflict the seed of 
David, but not for ever.' '^ 

When Solomon knew that the Lord had pro- 
mised to Jeroboam that He would make him to be 
king over ten of the twelve tribes of Israel, he sought 
to kill him. But Jeroboam fled into Egypt, and 
was in Egypt until the death of Solomon. 
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We know no more of Solomon's history after 
the Lord had promised to give to Jeroboam a 
portion of his kingdom than this ; that he sought 
^^ in vain to kill Jeroboam^ and that " he slept with 
his fathers, and was buried in the city of David his 
father/' after he had reigned forty years over all 
Israel. We are not told more of his words or of 
his acts. It is not said that he repented of his sin 
and humbled himself before God ; and we do not 
know when the book called Ecclesiastes was written, 
in which Solomon spoke of the vanity of all earthly 
things ; in which he said that he had ^^ given his 
heart to know madness and folly/' and that he 
had increased sorrow, though he had increased 
knowledge. We may hope that he wrote it in 
repentance not long before he died, wThen he had 
come to feel the wickedness of his sin ; but we are 
not sure of this. 

We may hope that Solomon found mercy with 

God, and turned again to the way of holiness, and 

was not cast away for ever ; for the Lord is full 

of compassion and mercy, long-suffering, and of 

great goodness*, ^^not willing that any should 
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perish, but that all should come to repentance '/^ 
Yet we must fear that he may not have 
found grace to repent, and may have died in 
sin, like Saul, an outcast from God's favour. 
For the last act of his of which Holy Scrip- 
ture tells us is, that he tried to prevent the 
fulfilment of words which the Lord had spoken by 
killing Jeroboam ; and we know that the idol 
temples which he built on the Mount of Olives 
were not destroyed before his death*. We can 
only think in sorrow and in fear of the last days 
of him whom God had loved and so greatly 
blessed, who remembered his Creator in the 
days of his youth, and loved and served Him 
with a true heart in manhood, who was wiser 
than all men, and understood the reason of all 
things, and spoke holy words and warned others 
against sin, yet in his old age sinned himself 
exceedingly, sinned in spite of light and know- 
ledge, openly in the face of God and man. 

3 Exod. xxxiv. 6. Psalm ciii. B 2 St. Peter iii. 9. 
* 2 Kings xxiii. l3. 
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The last end of Solomon is among the secret 
things of God, who though He is infinite in mercy 
and loving kindness^ and willeth not the death of 
a sinner, will yet judge the world in righteousness, 
. and give to every man according as his work 
shall be. But the history of his fall is ours : it 
is written for oinr learning, that we may profit by 
its awful warning; that we may fear the deceit- 
fiilness of our own bad hearts, and the temptations 
of an evil world; that we may remember that it is 
not enough to know all truth, or speak well of holy 
things, but that we must watch and rule our own 
hearts carefully, lest we sin, as Solomon, against 
light and knowledge, and fall from the way of life. 

1 Kings xi. Ecclea. i. 2. 17> 18. 
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